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DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH TRADERS. 





The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (Devetor- 
MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) is a centre at which information on 
all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
enquiries by traders on commercial matters. As far as is 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or written 
application, information with regard to the following 
subjects: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
and other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in par- 
ticular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
Colonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial 
Statistics; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations ccn- 
cerning Commercial Travellers, Sources of Supply, Prices, 
etc., of Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, etc. 

Samples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Samples of goods of German and Austrian manufacture 
which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 
foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooms of 
the Department. 


Arrangements are now in progress for the BRITISH 
INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1920, and a Supplement of the ‘‘Board 








of Trade Journal’? dated 8th May, 1919, gives detailed 
instructions to exhibitors. The Office dealing with Fair 
matters is at 4, Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, Westminster, 
S.W.1, to which address all enquiries should be made. 

In order that British manufacturers may have an oppcr- 
tunity of familiarising themselves with German and Ausirian 
methods of advertising, the Beard of Trade have collected 
over 9,500 SPECIMEN CATALOGUES OF GERMAN AND 


AUSTRIAN ORIGIN, and these may be inspected by British 
manufacturers at the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence), 10, Basinghall Street, 


London, E.C. 2. 

A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this index 
may be obiained by United Kingdom manufacturers on 
application to the Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

All communications intended for the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should be 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 4, 
Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, Westminster, S.W. 1. 
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OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 
COUNTRIES ABROAD. 





Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 


The Special Register affords early information to manu- 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad hefore 
they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private and confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
quickly as possible after its receipt. 

The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
the annual subscription to the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’). 
lt is not open to non-British traders. 


Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 


Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register shovld communicate with The 
Comptroller-Gereral, Department of Overseas Trade 
ng 7 Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, 
onaon, &.Yv. 4. 





FORM K. 


l1i.M. Consular Offcers have received instructions to 
furnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can ke 
reconimended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
facture. This information, which includes the commercial 





and financial status of the firms concerned, their local and 
European references, goods particularly required, terms of 
trading and language in which correspondence should be 
carried on, is furnished to the Department on a prescribed 
form, which is known as Form K. 


In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
the ‘‘Form K”’ system of information, a wide circulation is 
ESSENTIAL. 

A system of co-operation between the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) and British 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows : — 


1. The Department collects and edits the information. 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 


That is, the Department issues the information to— 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Federation of British Industries. 

The bodies comprised in these organisations have their 
various component trades classified as shown in ‘‘Form K,” 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to those 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 
circulating to trades which are not interested. 


The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informa- 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the 
information have to be approved by the Department. At 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (39, 
St. James’s Street, London, S.W. 1), or through bodies 
affiliated to the latter. 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE—continued. 
The Board of Trade. | 
Stafford, Shropshire, Warwickshire, 
COAL. and Worcester ................. 381,084 
: a a South Wales, and Monmouth ......... *940 650 
THE INCREASE IN PRICE POSTPONED. Other English Districts .................. 101,485 
In accordance with the arrangement proposed by Mr. SCOtlamd — oo... eeeseeeeeseeeereeeeeeceseees 667,171 
Bonar Law in the House of Commons on Monday night, m wt) — 
Total for Great Britain ......... 4,728,588 


the Board of Trade have made an Order postponing for 
the present the operation of the Coal (Pit’s Mouth) 
Prices Order, 1919, increasing the price of coal by 6s. 
per ton. 

The operation of the Directions increasing the price 
of coal, coke-oven coke, and patent fuel for export or 
bunkers by 6s. per ton is similarly postponed. 

The Coal (Pit’s Mouth) Prices Order, 1919, of which 
the operation has been postponed, is published in our 
Government Notices Section. 





BASIS OF THE INCREASED PRICE. 


A statement has been issued by the Coal Mines 
Department of the Board of Trade (Cmd. 252, 1d. net) 
showing the basis upon which the increase in the cost 
of coal to the consumer by 6s. per ton was calculated. 


Estimated deficiency on the work- 
ing of the coal industry for a 
period of 12 months from 16th 
July, 1919 (see Appendix, 
Table VI. of the Schedules pre- 
sented by the Controller of Coal 
Mines to the Chairman of the 
Coal Industry Commission on 
PE CED | cc ccstvccsveossssues 

Estimated output of coal for 12 
months from 16th July, 1919 

Less quantity upon which an in- 
creased price would not be 
effective, viz. :— 

Coal for consumption at collieries, 
NES 1G civinsvicnsconswsenseeses 
Coal supplied for miners’ use 
based on the quantity supplied 
in 1918, viz., 5,850,000 tons, say 
Coal for export and bunkers sold 
at open market prices above 
Se SIE. ccevensvsvescencsceicnse 


£46,600,000 
Tons. 
217,000,000 


Tons. 
18,000,000 


6,000,000 


32,000,000 
56,000,000 








Quantity of coal over which the esti- 
mated deficiency of £46,600,000 


is spread 161,000,000 


ee ee ee eee ee 





£46,600,000 





Increase in price of coal ............ = 
161,000,000 tons. 
= 5s. 94d., say 5s. 

Note.—The detailed information upon which this 
statement is based was fully set out in the Schedules 
presented by the Controller of Coal Mines to the Chair- 
man of the Coal Industry Commission on the 3rd June, 
1919. These Schedules were issued as a White Paper 
and were reprinted in the “‘ Board of Trade Journal ” 
of 10th June. 

With regard to the increased price of 4s. 6d. per ton 
mentioned in Table VI. of the Schedules, it should 
be noted that when this estimate was prepared, no 
deduction had been made either for the amount of coal 
which the collieries themselves consumed, or for the 
amount supplied for miners’ use, or for the amounts 
for export and bunkers. Under these heads, as stated 
above, the increased price would not be effective. 





THE WEEKLY OUTPUT. 
The provisional figures of the output of coal during 
the week ended the 5th July are as follows:— 


Output. 
District. Tons. 

Northumberland _...................0........ 182,559 

ASS e eae eo 645,820 

a a ae eee eS 787,817 
Lancashire, Cheshire, and North 

St a I eR 398 809 

Derby, Nottingham, and Leicester 623,193 





: *A considerable loss of time has occurred at collierieg 
in South Wales through strikes at the docks which have 
interfered with the loading of ships. 


_“ 
— 





TRADE WITH GERMANY AND GERMAN- 
AUSTRIA. 





GENERAL LICENCES ISSUED. 

In view of the raising of the blockade, the Board of 
Trade have issued General Licences under the Trading 
with the Enemy legislation authorising, with certain 
reservations, the resumption of trade with Germany and 
German-Austria. 

The Licences do not remove the existing restrictions 
upon the payment of debts and the return of property 
due or deliverable to persons in Germany and German- 
Austria in respect of pre-war transactions. Moreover, 
any permission which may be necessary in respect of 
any transactions under Defence of the Realm Regula- 
tion 41D must be obtdtned from the Treasury. 

The Licences do not permit the importation from 
Germany or German-Austria of any goods included in 
the Prohibition of Import Proclamations and not covered 
by a General Licence issued under those Proclam- 
ations Further, Export Licences must be obtained 
from the Export Licence Department, 1, Queen Anne’s 
Gate, Westminster, S.W.1., before goods included in 
Lists *‘ A’ and ** B ”’ of prohibited exports are shipped 
to those countries, but no licences are required in respect 
of goods included in List ** C.”’ 

The text of these General Licences is given in the 
‘‘ Government Notices ’’ Section. . 





DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 





COMMERCIAL DIPLOMATIC APPOINTMENTS. 


In continuation of lists of appointments in the new 
Commercial Diplomatic Service given in recent issues 


of the ‘* Journal,’’ the following additional appoint- 


ments are now annotinced. Particulars are given as 


to the district, name, rank and address of the Com- 
mercial Diplomatic Officers :— 
CHILE AND BOLIVIA. 
Mr. W.F. V. 
Associate of the Surveyors’ Institute. 1905-07, 
import and export sub-manager to the Anglo-American 
Trading Company, Limited, Malta. 1907-14, manager 
of the firm ot G. T. da Fonseca Araujo of Naples, Rome, 
and Genoa, import and export merchants, and steam- 
ship agents. 1914-17, manager of the African Coastal 
Agency, Limited, import and export merchants and 
shipping agents, in British East Africa. He was also 
manager and director of the Mombasa Electric Light 
and Power Co., Ltd. 
During the war Mr. Scott was Foreign Language 
Postal Censor under the Indian Government, and later 
he saw active service in the British East Africa Cam- 
paign. He was also a member of the Advisory Shipping 
Committee for British East Africa at Mombasa. 
1917-18 he was Newfoundland Trade Commissioner at 
Gibraltar. Till last April he had been for six months 
Administrative Officer to the Directorate of Ship 
Repairs (Foreign), British Admiralty, Constantinople. 
Mr. Scott’s present address is c/o The Department 
of Overseas Trade (Latin American Section), 1, Queen 
Anne’s Gate Buildings, 5.W.1. He is expected to 
proceed to Santiago at an early date. 


Sh ee eee = 





Scott, Commercial Secretary (Grade 2). , 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE—continuea 
SWITZERLAND. 
Mr. J. R. Cahill, Commercial Secretary (Grade 1), 


H.M. Legation, Perne 

Mr. Cahill has been employed since 1907 by the Board 
of Trade and the Ministry of Labour, chiefly in making 
investigations concerning industrial conditions in the 
United Kingdom, France, Belgium, and the Umiied 
States of America. a 

He has also conducted other enquiries in the United 
Kingdom for the Board of Trade in various matters 
(transit, etc.), and has made investigations into banking 
in its various branches in Germany, Austria, Holland, 
France, and other countries. 

In 1907-8 he went to France and investigated indus- 
trial conditions in 16 industrial centres, including Paris, 
Lille, Bordeaux, Havre, St. Quentin, Limoges, Rouen. 

In 1908 he went to Belgium and investigated indus- 
trial conditions in six centres (Antwerp, Malines, 
Bruges, Ghent, etc.). In 1909-10 he made similar 
investigations in New York, Philadelphia, Chicago, 
Pittsburg, Baltimore, ete. In 1910-11 he went to 
Germany on behalf of the Board of Agriculture. His 
report on German agriculture was reprinted in full by 
the American Government. 

In 1915 Mr. Cahill was in Holland as Government 
Delegate on the Commission for the transport of Bel- 
gian refugees. Mr. Cahill has been acting as Commer- 
cial Counsellor at Paris from October, 1918-—May, 1919, 
in the absence of that officer on sick leave. 


CATALOGUES AND SAMPLES FOR CUBA. 

H.M. Minister at Havana states that he proposes 
to open a show room for the purpose of filing British 
directories, trade catalogues, and also for samples of 
goods of small bulk of British manufacture. — British 
traders interested, who are prepared to avail them- 
selves of this opportunity, should forward catalogues 
and samples direct to H.M. Minister, British Legation, 
Havana. | 

H.M. Vice-Consul at Havana, who is at present in 
the United Kingdom, reports that there is a large 
market in Cuba for British manufactured goods of all 
kinds—especially sugar-mill machinery and all kinds 
of hardware and household utensils. British firms and 
goods of British manufacture have a great reputation. 
One of the difficulties in trade with Cuba is the lack, 
owing to the war, of direct steamship communication 
between the United Kingdom and Cuba, and H.M. 
Vice-Consul emphasizes the necessity for the resump- 
tion of direct communication in order to compete suc- 
cessfully in Cuban trade. 











CATALOGUES FOR PRAGUE. 

With reference to the notices on pp. 743 and 773 of 
the ‘‘Journal’’ of 12th and 19th June respectively, H.M. 
Representative at Prague states that catalogues should 
preferably be printed in Czech, but as this is very diff- 
cult, he suggests English and German. Import trade 
into Czecho-Slovakia is at present very difficult, owing 
to the restrictions placed on the export of money, but 
he considers that traders should get into touch now 
with Czecho-Slovak merchants, so that when conditions 
are more normal they will be in a position to trade at 
once. 





QUEBEC PROVINCIAL EXHIBITION. 

The Imperial Trade Correspondent at Quebec reports 
that the annual Quebec Provincial Exhibition will be 
held from 8th August to 6th September, and he suggests 
that British manufacturers of standard lines of tweed 
and general dry goods, would secure valuable adver- 
tisement if they arrange to be represented. Also manu- 
facturers in such lines as shoes, road-making machinery. 
stoves, cocoa and chocolates, soaps, automobiles and 
parts, crockery and glass-ware, cutlery and leather 
goods, would find in this Exhibition an opportunity for 
extending their trade in the Canadian market. 


—— 
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Special Articles. 





COST AND PRICE OF COAL. 


EXPLANATION BY SIR A. GEDDES. 

In Committee of the House of Commons on Monday, 
the President of the Board of Trade made the following 
speech in explanation of the increase in coal costs and 
prices :— 

The President of the Board of Trade (Sir Auckland 
Geddes): The subject which we have to debate to-day raises 
issues as grave, | think, as any which have been raised even 
during the period of the War. Last week the Government 
announced that it was necessary to increase the price of coal 
by ne less a sum than 6s. a ton, and it is to discuss that 
increase that the Board of Trade Vote is specially taken to- 
day. I would like to say, first of all, that I know of no 
ground whatever for the suggestion which has been freely 
made that this increase in the price of coal was based upon 
political considerations. It was based upon nothing but a 
realisation by the Government of the very serious position 
by which the country is faced at the present time in con- 
nection with the supply of the main source of power. We 
are faced by a serious reduction in the amount of coal which 
is available for use. 

THE REDUCTION IN OUTPUT. 

[t may, perhaps, be most convenient if, before I proceed to 
the question of price, I look at in some detail, and discuss in 
some detail, the question of the reduction of output. The 
causes that have been assigned for the reduction of output 
are numerous; the causes which are operating are certain. 
It is quite wrong to suggest, as has been suggested, that all 
these causes are to be found inside the coal industry itself. 
There are many outside causes. I propose to look at those 
vauses Which are making tor a reduction of output under 
two heads. Under the first head I will deal with the external 
causes, and then causes internal to the coal industry. Among 
the most important of the causes external to the coal industry 
is the present transport position in the country. There is 
not the slightest doubt that output is being checked at many 
mines because wagons are not forthcoming as required, and 
that failure to get wagons to the pits is in some cases ex- 
traordinarily serious. I have examined the records of the 
arrival of general user wagons at some forty pits which were 
specially affected by this difficulty, and I found that at those 
forty pits in pre-war time there were used, loaded, some 
10,000 general user wagons in the course of a week, in addi- 
tion to privately-owned wagons. At these same pits during 
a recent week it was possible to have present waiting for 
loading only some 700 wagons. That is, of course, not an 
average of the whole country ; it is taking the worst group 
of cases where this factor tending towards reduction of out- 
put is operative. It may well be said, ‘‘Why are not the 
wagons there?’’ There is not any one reason that can give 
full explanation of that fact. There are many reasons 
operating to strangle the flow from the collieries, and cne 
of these reasons is this: The coal after it has been loaded 
on the wagons is longer on them than it used to be, because 
they cannot be cleared at their destination, and the reason 
for the difficulty of clearing these wagons, of emptying them 
at their destination, arises in this way: We have now got 
an eight hours’ day in force on the railways, and as a result 
of that there are difficulties precisely the same as those 
in connection with the fish traffic, ot which we heard a 
moment ago. As a result of the institution of the eight- 
hours’ day on the railways we are having delay in clearing 
away, because there is less work being done and the new 
men who are being taken on are not well trained or so expert. 
That is one reason. We have also associated with the eight- 
hours’ day another factor—that the work is over sooner, not 
so many wagons have to be cleared in a day, and there is a 
delay in getting the wagons back because the work is not 
going on so many hours. Then a great difficulty arises in 
connection with the whole of the railway system through the 
enormous freights which now have ,to be charged for coast- 
wise service, and those in turn arise from changes which are 
being made in general conditions of employment. We have 
cot much higher wages being paid, and we have got, in 
some cases, less work being done. I rather lay stress on these 
points because I want to emphasise one fact, the recognition 
of which is vital to the country at the present time, namely, 
that less work being done in one industry reacts through 
that industry on to others, and we really cannot go on with 
anything like our old pre-war state if the work of the 
country is not done. The work of the country at the present 
moment is, for one reason or another, not being done. There 
is a most pernicious doctrine being preached, and that is 
that if a man does less work it leaves more work for others 
te do. The real thing is, that if a man does less work there 
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is less work for other people. That is one of the things we 
see at the present moment in The mines. 

We have got here an example of less work being 
done in industries outside coal altogether, and ¢t 
fact is beyond dispute that less work is being done. | An 
Hon. Member: ‘‘In all industries.”’}| In those industries «0! 
which L have been speaking, industries outside mining. ! 
will come to the factors inside the mining industry in 
moment. We have got here the tact that less work is being 
done outside mining, making it impossible tor anothe: 
industry to get the flow of its products away, and, therefore, 
checking back the work in that industry. It is right that 
that tact should be clearly recognised. This question of the 
inter-dependence of industries is complicated by other tac- 
tors, and it may not, perhaps, bore the Committee if, fo: 
one moment, | just explain how it is that the drought we 
had in the early summer is also a contributing cause to 
blocking black coal. As the result of the drought there is 
obviously going to be a shortage of hay, and high prices, and 
people who used to do the carting and, therefore, helped to 
clear the railways, are no longer doing that carting because 
it dues not pay. That fact had added to the difficulty o1 
coal output. Not only is the flow trom the coal industry 
checked by conditions of labour and employment in indus- 
tries outside itself, but the actual production within the 
industry is checked by conditions arising in industries out- 
side itselt. There is at present the greatest possible difficult, 
in getting forward to the mines the steel rails they require, 
the machinery they require, the tubs they require, and we 
have got those difficulties accentuated by a change in the 
hours of labour and the amount of work done per day in the 
steel industry, for example, and other industries. There 
again we have another example. 

An Hon. Member: Does the right hon. Gentleman say that 
the output is reduced in the steel trade where they are 
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paid at a piece rate? 


Sir A. Geddes: As a result of all the factors operating 


on the steel trade, and more especially as the result ot 
less work which is being done, it is not possible at the present 
moment to get the supplies of manutactured steel which are 
required for other industries. The fact is quite clear and 
quite beyond any dispute that there is the greatest possible 
ditticulty in getting deliveries of machines, rails and 
so on, that are required. We have got that also operating 


as a tactor from outside the coal industry which is affecting 
output inside the coal industry. Yhere are some of the 


outside tactors. In short, one may say you cannot take an 


old country such as this and suddenly profoundly change 
the conditions under which the majority of its people lve 
and work without causing widespread disturbances outside 
the area of those changes themselves, and we are suffering 
at the present moment from changes not only in the indus- 
tries themselves but changes in other industries. 

Inside the coal industry there is no doubt that there are 
factors at work tending to reduce output. Taking the side 
of the coal owners first, we know that as the result of the 
Government adoption of the recommendations of the Interini 
Report of the Sankey Commission their profit is now fixed 
at Is. 2d. per ton. It does not matter to them, theretore, 
how much the ton costs to raise, although it does matter the 
number of tons that are raised. Taking the side of the men 
themselves we know that wages are very much up. I[t ts 
freely alleged that there are men working in the industry 
who find they made enough in the course of the week and 
do not go on to make more. I think that is probably true. 
The figures of absenteeism in the mines suggests that some- 
thing of that sort is happening. In the White Paper which 
nas been published, on page 3 the following sentence occurs : 

The percentage of absenteeism due to sickness, injury, 
and voluntary absence, shown as a percentage of the 
possible number of shifts which could have been worked, 
increased from an average of 10-7 per cent. in 1913 to 
an average of 12°5 per cent. in the first twenty weeks 
of 1919, and to an average of 13 per cent. in the four 
weeks ending the 24th May. 

There we have apparently another factor at work tending 
to reduce coal output. I understand from the Coal Control 
Department, that the absenteeism is now in the last week 
less, but the figures show that during the time covered by 
this Report there was an increase in that absenteeism. 
‘There was also during the same time, and published in the 
Report, a reduction in the output of mines for a period of 
four weeks, decreasing from 19°8 tons in 1913 to 16-8 in the 
first twenty weeks of 1919, and increasing to 17:1 tons in the 
four weeks ending the 24th of May, during which period 
there were no holidays and few stoppagess For the last 
four completed weeks, excluding Whitsuntide, the output 
was 16:7, Those last figures by themselves of course prove 
nothing, because, as I have already said, there are factors 
operating from outside. But as a result of those figures 
there is no reason to doubt that there is still an unused 
capacity for output existing within the coal mines them- 
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selves, and that point was, I think, fully conceded by one of 
my hon. Friends who was himself a miner, when he said 
the other day that if there was a campaign to get an in- 
crease in the mines he was quite sure something would be 
done. That means there is an unused capacity, and I am 
sure my right hon. Friend thinks that it exists. So that 
we have got a very wide range of causes in connection with 
the reduction of output, and therefore something which 
cannot be put right at once, and something which no single 
man and no single body ot men tepresenting any one 
industry can put right by their own efforts. It has got to be 
a national effort to get this vital question of coal output 
put right. 
[INCREASE IN PRICE. 

| now turn to the increase of price. We have seen that 
there is reduced output; we have seen that there are many 
and complex causes operating to cause that reduction of 
output. We know that as one result ot the reduction of 
output there must be some increase in price. It mav not 
he without interest if I take a series of figures showing where 
the money which is being paid tor coal at the pit mouth is 
going. I have had this worked out most caretully to show 
the prices at the pit and where the money went in 1913, and 
what vou will have to pay after the 16th of July. First ot 
all, per ton of coal raised; and, secondly, per ton of coal 
available for sale. The average pit price of coal per ton 
raised in 1913 at the pit’s head was 10s. 14d., and the same 
figure to-day is 26s. Ud. For tons sofd the corresponding 
figures are: Ils. and 29s. 33d. Those figures are made up 
as follows: I take first the 10s. 14d. That was made up of 
the following items: Labour, 6s, 4d.—that was labour in 
and about the mine, timber and stores, ls. ; other costs, 11d. ; 
royalties, 5}d.; owner’s profits, ls. 5d) That was for 1913. 
The corresponding figures to-day are: Labour, 19s. 54d. as 
against 6s. 4d.; timber and stores, 3s. 2}d.; other costs, 
ls. 24d., royalties, 63d.; owner’s profits, Is. 2d.; 
compensation to owners for working under the instructions 
of the Controller of Mines, mines which would not otherwise 
be worked, 3id.; and there is another penny required for 
administrative purposes in connection with coal control, and 
the lid. which we have as a surplus on the price. Now, 
taking the same things correspondingly per ton sold, because 
it is rather instructive to get these figures, the price in 1913, 
| said, was lls. Labour in that year was 6s. LOdd., timber 
-ud stores Is. Id., other costs 1s., royalties 6d., owner’s 
profit ls 63d. After 16th July the following will be the 
state of affairs: Labour per ton 21s. 103d., timber and 
stores 3s. 7d., other costs ls. 43d., royalties 7$d., owner’s 
profits ls. 34d., compensation as before. It will be observed 
then, that as a result of the increase of wages and the reduc- 
tion of output, labour costs have increased by 13s. 13d. per 
ton raised, or 15s. per ton sold, out of the total increase of 
L5s. lld. per ton raised, or 18s. 3d_ per ton sold. 

Mr. Clement Edwards: Can the right hon. Gentleman say 
what the labour includes—whether it includes construction 
of ovens, etc. ? 

Sir A. Geddes: No; this is labour in and about the mines, 
actual labour associated with getting the coal. 

An Hon. Member: Will he tell us where he gets his figures 
rom? 

Sir A. Geddes: Yes, with pleasure; they are figures taken 
from the evidence given tc the Sankey Commission by the 
Coal Mines Department. They were sifted by the Commis- 
sion, and the actual figures were those for the September 
quarter of last year. I am sure the hon. Member will 
remember that evidence being given. To those figures have 
heen added the necessary amounts to cover such increases 
as those resulting from the application of the Sankey wage, 
and the increased cost resulting from the return of men to 
the mines who, although back, are not sharing to the same 
extent as those who were there before in output. The other 
costs, timber and stores, and so on, are adjusted to the actual 
cost at the present time. 

ANALYSIS OF PRICES. 

Perhaps it would not be without interest, though it is a 
little bit outside the immediate point of the 6s., if I traced 
the cost of coal through actually to the coal seller and 
consuiner in London. Taking 29s. 3d. as the cost actually 
paid for the coal at the pit-mouth, I find that that coal 
should be sold in London and is sold in London for 49s. 6d. ; 
£1 Qs. 3d. marks the increase on the cost, and that is dis- 
tributed as follows: First of all, the pit price, 29s. 3d. The 
average railway rate in London is 6s. 4d.; wagon hire, 
ls. 6d.; loaders’ wages, Is. 9d. per ton; carmen’s wages. 
Js. 10d. per ton; other cartage charges, 2s. 7d. per ton; los 
on smalls, 7d.; sacks, replacement, 5d. per ton; railway 
siding rents, demurrage, etc., ld. per ton; salaries, establish- 
ment charges, and the various administrative costs in con- 
nection with the offices of the factors and retailers, 3s. Gd. 
per ton; and the profit distributed between the factor, which 
amounts to 4d. per ton, and the actual small retailer, oF 
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between two factors or three factors and the last man, 
is. Sd. per ton on the average. 
interesting contrasted with what was the case in 1913. Then, 
tor this particular coal of which | am speaking, best Derbys. 
the pit price was 13s. and the London price 27s. The railway 
rate was exactly the same as it is to-day, 6s. 4d. per ton; 
wagon hire was ls., against ls. bd. at present ; loaders’ wages, 
lljd., against Ils. 9d.; carmen’s wages, l0}d., against 
ls. 10d.; other cartage charges, ls. O}d., against 2s. 7d.; 
loss on smalls, 4d., as against 7d.; sacks, only 14d., against 
jd. ; railway siding rents, demurrage, etc., exactly the same, 
id.; salaries, establishment charges, etc., 2s. 4$d., against 
3s. Od.; and the profit LO0$d., against Is. 8d. That profit, 
of course, excludes the Is. 2d. fixed profit allowed to the 
coal-owner, so that the Committee will see that we have 
been abie to account tor each item in the cost of coal that 
has to be met, and these figures are, I teel quite satisfied 
in my own mind, after the most careful checking of them, 
reliable. I would like to point out that in this last group 
of figures, the price delivered to the consumer, there is as 
yet no allowance for any increase in carriage resulting trom 
the various increases of costs by which the railways are taced. 
of which one, of course, is the increased price of coal; and 
the present price of delivery of coal in London or in any 
town in Great Britain, or in any port of Great Britain, is a 
subsidised price—the Government is subsidising the delivery. 
These figures that I have given to the Committee are the 
actual effective figures of what we in this country have to 
pay. 

There is something else to be taken into consideration. 
Not only is delivery subsidised, but the actual coal getting 
is subsidised still, and will be after this is done, not by the 
State, not by anyone here, but by the foreigner, because we 
are carrying into these figures still the subsidy derived from 
the export profits, and that subsidy is falling in amount day 
by day. 

Mr. Elouston: It will disappear altogether shortly. 

Sir A. Geddes: It is falling in amount very rapidly, and 
my hon. I'riend says it will disappear altogether shortly. | 
trust it will not; if it does, the price of coal will be up 
another 1s. 4d. at once, then the price will be 7s. 4d. instead 
of bs. There is at the present moment an effective subsidy 
of rather more than that, but as a result of the various 
factors which I have put before the Committee, Is. 4d. is 
the subsidy which we are counting on to keep the price 5s. 


EFFECT oF INCREASE. 


This is the cost of coal, and I would like for one moment 
to trace the most serious things which are following from it. 
We have got at the present moment to face a rise in the 
price of our pig iron of anything from 15s. to 20s. a ton— 
perhaps more. In steel and finished iron we have got to 
face an increase of 25s. to 30s., and perhaps a bit more; 
coke will be up about 10s. a ton; spelter will go up £2 a ton; 
ga’, Ed. to 9d. per 1,000 feet: electric power, one-fifth of a 
penny per unit; paper, up to 10s. a ton; glass, 5 per cent. 
to 10 per cent.; textiles, about 4 per cent.; bricks, about 5 
per cent.; machinery, about 12 per cent.; chemicals 
generally, about 10 per cent. ; some of them, such as caustic 
soda, sodium sulphide, and bleaching powder, from 20s. to 
30s. and up to 50s. a ton. So that this question of the 
crease of price in coal is a question of the most grave and 
serious nature for the whole nation, and not only are we 
losing our subsidy from export coal, but we are going to 
lose our national earnings from exports. Listen to these 
figures. Rails in Britain before the rise in coal, £16 a ton; 
after the rise, £17 10s. a ton; and in the United States w- 
day, £10 a ton. Ship plates, £17 15s. a ton betore the rise 
in coal; £19 5s. probable new price; American price, £14. 
Crown bars, £21 a ton before the rise of coal; £22 10s. 
probable new price; American price, £11 15s. Pig iron, 
Cleveland No. 3 Foundry before the rise, £8; after it, £9; 
and No. 2 Pittsburg, £6. Those figures must, I think, make 
everyone in this House and everyone in the country realise 
how grave is the crisis with which we are faced, because we 
live by our exports. We live by nothing else, and our export 
trade is gravely threatened by this position which has arisen. 
So the Committee may judge that it is with no light heart. 
uo thought of temporary political advantage, but because 
they were compelled to, that the Government decided to 
raise the price of coal by 6s. The position is one of great 
gravity and great seriousness. 


ESTIMATING THE OUTPUT. 


The Committee has had presented to it a White Paper, 
which shows some of the figures on which the decision to 
raise the price of coal was based, and, obviously, the figure 
of the whole lot is this: What will be the output of coal 
during the coming twelve months? That is the key figure. 
If you once can determine what that figure will be, the rest 
\s comparatively easy. How are we to determine what the 
output of coal is going to be? You can only base the 
estimate on experience of actual output. It is no good 


Those figures are rather 
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basing a figure upon a pious hope, and it is no good pretend- 
ing that things are otherwise than they are; and we have 
got figures upon which to base the estimate. We can either 
take twenty weeks of this year—as is actually done in the 
White Paper—or twenty-six weeks of this year—the figures 
of which we now have—or we can take a selected recent 


period. There is a good deal to be said for each of those 
bases. If factors determining the possible output of coal 


were all confined to the coal industry, and strictly limited 
to it, it might be possible to say, ‘‘Well, by good will, by the 
same sort of patriotic leadership of the miners which they 
got trom their leaders during the War, they could get the 
output up at once.” No amount of work on the part of the 
nuners can get the output of coal up to the figures which 
we want, although they can get it up a long way, until we 
have got all the other things right. So that we are absolutely 
bound to look at the factors which surround the coal in- 
dustry in deciding what estimate we are to take; and if we 
work it out on the basis of the twenty weeks of the early part 
of the vear, and make the deduction necessary because of 
the coming reduction of working hours, we arrive at an 
estimate of 217,060,000, odd. tons. If we take the first 
iwenty-six weeks of the year, we arrive at an estimate— 
and this is a figure which is not in the White Paper, because 
the igures were not available for distribution—ot 216,000,600 
tons. If we take a selected four weeks, when all these 
ructors were concentrated upon the output of coal, we ret 
an estimated output of 214,000,000 tons. Now that involves 
one factor which we have followed from the Sankey Report, 
and which I feel it right to stick to; but we are reducing 
the actual hours by 12) per cent., and we are only counting 
on a reduction of 10 per cent. That may be right. We have 
the authority of the Coal Commission for that, but with the 
tactors which are outside the coal industry operating upon it, 
I am not sure that that 10 per cent. may not be rather 
optimistic. 
Mr. S. Walsh: Was it not higher than that estimate? 
THe Derictr. 


Sir A. Geddes: Oh, no! But this is affecting the future, 
and we can only estimate that; we cannot prophesy what is 
voing to happen. So that we are estimating, and that 
estimate involves a 10 per cent. reduction, although, as I 
have said, [am by no means sanguine that in the first weeks, 
at all events, there will be only a 10 per cent. reduction. 
1 think it may well be more. With those estimates of 
217,000,000, 216,000,000, and 214,000,000 we have, perhaps 
unjustifiably—‘‘Hope springs eternal’’—taken the 217,000,000 
to work on, and all Members of the Committee have got a 
tabulation in the White Paper, in Table 6, which shows a 
deficit of £46,600,000 upon the working for the coming year. 
Now, those figures were handed in to the Coal Commission. 
They have been before the public for weeks. There has been 
no serious criticism of them. I think they are fair figures, 
and I think they are right. Now, £46,600,000 is, of course, 
4s. dd. per ton on all the coal raised, but—and here all of 
us who are concerned with this estimate must don the white 
sheet—although that £46,600,000 is a deficit in relation to 
217,000,000 tons of coal raised, it is related to a tonnage of 
161,000,060 which will be affected by the increase, because we 
have got the coal used in the collie¢ries—18,000,090 tons—on 
which it is no use putting 6s. a ton, even for bookkeeping 
purposes. There is the miners’ coal, which is part of the 
ininers’ wages, and then there is the coal for export, and 
bunkers sold at open market prices above the minimum. 
That is to say, these 32,000,000 tons of coal to which I now 
refer are already earning more for us than they would earn 
if you were to put on the 6s. Supposing the minimum price 
were 30s. If you raise it to 36s. or 38s. it makes no 
difference. So that these 32,000,000 tons are not affected by 
the rise of 6s. 

Mr. Lambert: Is that 6,000,000 tons included in the cost 
of coal at the pit-mouth, or, in other words, wages to miners ? 

Sir A. Geddes: I do not quite follow. 

Mr. Lambert: Six million tons is granted to the miners, 
as I understand it, at a very low price, as part of their wages. 
Is that included in the calculation the right hon. Gentleman 
made just now as to the cost of coal at the pit-mouth? 

Sir A. Geddes: Oh, ves! 

Mr. Houston: Is the right hon. Gentleman prepared to 
deal with the effect which the loss of our exports will have 
on the price of food in this country ? 

Sir A. Geddes: Yes; I have a few words to say on that. 

Mr. Adamson: If the 6,000,000 tuns is included in the cost 
at the pit-mouth, why set it out against us again? 

Sir A. Geddes: It is not set out twice. Jf it is burnt in 
ihe miner’s cottage, it is not sold to a man in London. 

Mr. Adamson: That is if it is included in the cost of coal 
at the pit-mouth. The right hon. Gentleman has already 
<aid that it is. You cannot add it again. 

Sir A. Geddes: You cannot add the 6s. to it. 
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Mr. Spencer: That is not exactly the point. Hon. 
Members: ‘‘Order!’’] Suppose coal costs, say; 10s. a ton in 
the London market, and the labour price is 5s. a ton, it 
must be 5s. a ton for the 6,000,000 tons supplied to the 
miners. What we want to know is, is that 5s., which is the 
cost to get the miners’ coal, transferred to the market price? 

Sir A. Geddes: I thought 1 had made it perfectly plain 
when 1 gave four sets of figures, the first one per ton raised 
to the pit-mouth, and the next one the number of tons sold 
at the pit-mouth. In the first lot of figures which I read 
out is the actual cost per ton raised. The second lot of 
figures is after the cost of the tonnage, which does not get 
away from the pit, is added to the cost of the tonnage which 
does get away from the pit. You cannot add 6s. to it when 
the Gs. has not been put on. This 1s a deduction from the 
amount of coal which is available for supplies, and the 
calculation then is perfectly simple. There is 5s. 93d. per 
ton to add. In addition to that, there is the cost of the 
Coal Control to be met. That at present amounts to seven- 
tenths of a penny per ton, but in all the new circumstances, 
the new difficulties that are arising, the Coal Control at 
present is not adequate, and we must allow another three- 
tenths of a penny per ton for Coal Control, which will make 
it one penny per ton as the future cost of Coal Control. 
The seven-tenths of a penny per ton was the past cost of the 
Coal Control without allowing for a reduction in output. 
So that we get, therefore, a price of 5s. 10$d., according to 
this method of calculation, which is an absolutely necessary 
increase so as to get a balance. To that we have added three- 
halfpence in order to give a slight margin according to that 
estimate. 

ANOTHER CALCULATION. 

But I have another estimate to lay before the Committee, 
got at in a different way, and that other estimate we have 
worked out from the actual subsidised cost—subsidised by 
export trade—at the pit-mouth, a relatively easy thing to 
obtain from the figures actually in possession of the Coal 
Control, and which were given to the Sankey Commission. 
Taking, as I have, in this particular estimate, the 
216,000,000 basis, and knocking off the 18,000,000 tons used 
in the collieries and the 6,000,000 for the miners’ cottages— 
from which, by the way, there is derived a revenue of almost 
exactly £1,200,00U—there remains 192,000,000 tons tor com- 
mercial disposal. The subsidised cost of raising this 
192,000,000 tons is £281,250,000. Knock off the £1,200,000, 
and you will be left with £280,000,000. Domestic and in- 
dustrial use absorbs 157,000,000 tons. The present average 
pithead price—which is without the 6s. rise obtained tor the 
coal, is 22s. per ton. That is equal to £172,700,000, which 
leaves a balance of £107,350,000 to be obtained from the 
sale of coal for export and bunkers. For these purposes and 
on this basis we shall only have 35,000,000 tons in all avail- 
able. At present the prices for this export and bunker coal 
range from 15s. per ton for the poorest qualities, anthracite 
duff, and small broken dross at the lower end of the scale up 
to 90s. per ton, depending upon the quality. Last year’s 
average was 29s. At present the average price is 39s. But, 
unfortunately, our diminished exportable quantity is having 
this effect, that the composition of the exported mass—soine 
of which is good, big coal and some of it bad stuff—the aver- 
age composition of our export and bunker mass has de- 
teriorated. There are some quite instructive figures on that 
point in the trade returns for June. Taking 1917, the small 
coal we exported in June of that year amounted to 535,0i)) 
tons, and of large we exported 2,000,000 tons—a ratio. 
roughly, of one to four. This year we exported 724,000 tons 
of small, and only 1,500,000 odd tons of large—a ratio of one 
io two. The average price that we are getting for our ex- 
port coal is falling because the quality of the composition 
of the mass of the coal is less good than it was; and as the 
amount of coal we have to export declines, the composition 
of what is exported gets worse. So we are estimating for a 
price of 35s. for our export on an average against 29s, last 
vear, and 39s. at the moment. That is we may expect to 
receive £61,250,000 for our export and bunker coal. When 
that has been deducted from the £107 ,000,000, which ought 
to have been paid for our export, we are left with a deficit of 
£46,100,000. This deficit, according to this method of cal- 
culation, had to be spread over 157,000,000 tons, and it works 
out at 5s. 103d. per ton. Allow 1d. per ton for coal control. 
and vou reach 5s. 114d. 

AMERICAN COMPETITION. 


These are the different methods, one checking the other, ot 
alculating the amount that should be put on to the price of 
coal, and they both point to the 6s. increase if the country 
is prepared to go on subsidising its domestic coal out of the 
profits of its exported coal. It is rather dangerous to 
imagine that during the coming vear we are going to have 
a great deal of coal to export at a good price, because com- 
petition is getting very keen. It may surprise some hon. 
members to know that American coal f.o.b. at Atlantic port- 
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is almost exactly 2Us. She is nearer some of the places to 
which we send coal than we are. But it is not only coal that 
we have to consider as a competitor, but oil. Let me read 
a short extract from a letter from South America which has 
come to my notice :— 

‘Jt has come to my notice that for a long period the 
West Coast of South America has been left without ade- 
quate supplies of patent fuel coal. This has had the 
effect of establishing oil in that market. I am afraid 
that is the permanent position there now. During the 
war the oil companies “ 

the American oil companies— 

‘* made contracts for three years with various consumers 
on the West Coast who used to use our patent fuel coa! 
at 12Us. per ton delivered. Their idea of the three 
years’ contract was that they could recoup themselves 
for the establishment of tanks, pumping arrangements. 
and shipping in that period. The three years’ period 
has terminated ‘The American oil companies have inti- 
mated that they are prepared to contract for one year 
for 70s. per ton of oil (which is worth 2 tons of coal in 
calories). The price for the second year is based on the 
current price at the end of the first year, and similarly 
as to the third year. I think you will agree with me 
that oil at this price, taking into consideration the easy 
facility for transport it offers, will be a most formidable 
competitor to coal . . . tor many years we were 
practically without competition; | am afraid that happy 
period is past.” 

That is some of the competition we have got to face. We 
have also got to face this: that the Americans are now offer- 
ing long term contracts, and if we are forced, in order to 
maintain our hold on the markets, also to offer long term 
contracts, our profits must be further reduced, because the 
price will have to be lower than the price we have been 
getting hitherto. So one can only say that, though we are 
estimating on a 6s. per ton rise for coal, we are doing it 
knowing that we are taking a very considerable risk in hav- 
ing underestimated the amount that we ought to put on, 
because that 6s., the Committee remembers, is arrived at 
after allowing full credit for about 1s. 4d. subsidy derived 
from our export trade. 

An Hon. Member: How much subsidy in railway carriage - 

Sir A. Geddes: There is a considerable subsidy in railwav 
carriage, but I could not put that subsidy in figures. There 
are one or two other points with which I wish to deal. I see 
in the ‘‘ Times’ a statement from the Secretary of the 
Miners Federation of Great Britain. In this he said :— 

‘‘ Apart from the single economy in the proven waste- 
ful system of coal production, here are the actual facts 
.ouched for over the signature of the Coal Controller, 
dated 3rd June, 1919: Table 7. Estimated output for 
the year 1919, 230,606,000 tons ; estimated deficiency for 
the year ending December, 1919, after providing the 
owners with a guaranteed profit of 14 millions, 
£36,900,000. This sum, spread over 230,606,000 tons 
output, equals 3s, 2-4d. per ton. Thus, in the teeth ot 
the Government’s own witnesses, Sir Auckland Geddes 
would increase the price to the consumer by 6s. per ton, 
even when advised that the arithmetical deficit is only 
the 3s. 2°4d.”’ 

That statement has had considerable vogue, and I have been 
asked a good many questions about it. Therefore, I think it 
is not useless to refer to Table 7 of the White Paper for a 
moment, where we see the deficit of £36,900,000 referred to 
—the deficit upon this year. No part of that deficit, so far. 
lias been raised from the price of coal; it has been met trom 
the taxpayer or borrowed money. If we have to pay the 
whole of that £36,000,000 of this year, as apparently sug- 
gested in the statement I have just quoted, the increase in 
the price of coal on the remafning part of the year, inland 
coal, would have to be 9s. 2d. per ton. If we wiped out 
all that is behind us, and started afresh now, for the period 
of the reduction of hours, the calculation is then precisely 
the same as the other calculation which I have given to the 
Committee. Only there is a half-year to be dealt with. 
Therefore, the increase in the price of coal would be pre- 
cisely the same as that which we have made. 
THE INcPFASE OF 2s. 6p. 





Another point which has been made strongly is that in the 
past there was an increase which is described as a useless 
or unnecessary increase in the price of coal, of 2s. 6d. It 1s 
said, as a result of that the Government made a large proft 
out of the coal industry. I do not think that that trans- 
action has ever been fully understood. The half-crown in- 
crease was imposed in June, 1918. In the spring of 1918 it 
was ascertained that the Coal Mines Agreement Act was 
heing worked at a loss. The accounts up to March of 191° 
showed a deficit at the rate of £6,000,000 per annum. In 
order to make the agreement self-supporting it was necessary 
to impose a charge of 2s. 6d. For the March quarter of 


as 





TN Ee a 


id 
he 


ers 
Da i 
ree 
ves 


lod 
iti- 
Pal’ 

in 
the 
rly 
me 
a Sy 
ble 
ere 


} ry 
We 


fer. 
' to 
ym 
the 
een 
are 
y it 
av- 
oD, 

at 
ved 


ge: 
way 
1iere 
see 
the 
ste- 
acts 
ler, 

for 

for 
the 
ons, 
tons 
h otf 
ddes 
ton, 
only 


peen 
ik it 
Or a 
d to 
far, 
from 
the 
sug- 
seo 
land 
oul 
syiod 
iselv 
» the 
vith. 
pre- 


n the 
seless 
It 15 
yroht 
rans- 
n in- 
18 it 
was 
191$ 
In 
ssarv 
or of 





Jcty 17, 1919. 





SPECIAL ARTICLES —continued. 





i918 the actual pithead price of coal supplied to inland 
consumers was 8°24d. per ton over the cost of production. 
That was before the 2s. 6d. was put on. In the next quarter 
the actual cost at the pithead was only 1°86d. over the cost 
ot production. Actually in the September quarter, after the 
imposition of the additional 2s. 6d., the resulting profit was 
ls. 6°58d. per ton over the cost of production. It has been 
said that the Government was profiteering out of the people 
of the country. It was doing nothing of the sort. It was 
preventing international profiteering. The actual cost of 
coal raised and the price paid for the coal raised were so 
near each other that even after the 2s. 6d. was on there 
was only a profit left of ls. 6d. and a very small fraction 
to the mine-owner, as against the present ls. 2d. The profits 
that were made out of the 2s. 6d. rise at that time in con- 
nection with the 2s. 6d. were profits made from overseas. 
For example, we had during the war to get large quantities 
of goods from nentral countries for which high prices were 
asked and in fact we got those goods by bartering coal. 
The only way that we could keep the price of those things 
which we were buying anything like reasonable was by charg- 
ing in the arrangements for barter a larger sum for the 
coal, and that was the source of the so-called profits. They 
were not profits in a sense, but they were going against what 
the Government was paying for stores for the war. These 
sums of money only passed as a matter of book-keeping 
through the coal industry, and on the international basis 
that money was absolutely required to meet our war charges 
accruing overseas. That was what happened at that time. 
But the actual arrangements, so far as the industry at home 
was concerned, leaving on one side altogether its export 
activities was this, that after the 2s. €d. was asked there was 
ls. 63d. profit per ton of coal available for the mine-owners 
in this country. The mass of money which passed through 
the coal industry—it was not taken from the coal industry, 
but passed through—at that time was altogether coming from 
outside the country, and was part of the general adjustments 
in connection with the international bargain. 
THe Neep For Coat Exports. 

These possibilities of so-called profits no longer exist. We 
have not got the coal to export, and as I have already said, 
it is absolutely urgent that every section of the community 
should realise how grave is the position. If we have not the 
coal to send overseas our ships will have to go out in ballast 
if they are to come back bringing iron ore, or whatever it 
may be in the way of raw material. [An Hon. Member: 
‘Food supplies !’’] If we have not exports to send out, and 
we shall have few exports if coal, iron, and finished iron 
and steel are dear, the exchanges must go more against us, 
and we must be placed in a position of having to pay more 
for all our food. And so I would say to this Committee that 
this is no time for any section of the community, or for the 
Government to think that its interests are separate from 
the interests of the whole lot. If we are to get through the 
dark and anxious days which lie ahead we have got to get 
back to the spirit which we had during the war. It is no 
good anybody saying that anybody else especially is to blame, 
excepting on one thing, and there the blame is heavy if it 
can be proved in any way whatever. The men who are to 
blame at the present time are those who are not doing their 
best to get production, to get output, to get the cost of pro- 
duction down by increasing its bulk. That, at the present 
moment, is the most urgent need of every department of our 
national life, and that is the point upon which the miners, 
the actual workers in the mines, can do more to help the 
country than in any other way to get ahead, and whatever 
the other difficulties outside the industry may be, or of 
getting the coal away from the mines, let us see that the 
maximum amount of coal is got out of the mines that can be 
got. 

Maximum Output NECESSARY. 


{ will ask the leaders of the miners to go down to the 
men they know so well and say to them, ‘‘This is no time 
for doing less than the maximum you can do.’’ I would 
ask the leaders of the other section of the community to say 
the same thing to their people, but because coal is the basis 
and principal source of our power, its shortage, and its 
dearness affects us more than the shortage or dearness 
of any other thing except bread. Therefore, I would 
ask every man who has influence with the miners, 
if they see, as they must see, and know that many of the 
men are not working to the limit of their capacity—|An 
Hon. Member: ‘‘ And many of them have not the chance ’’| 
—nany of them who kave the chance are not working, and 
many who have a limited chance are not working to the limit 
of their chance. If they will work to the limit of their 
capacity then I have very little fear that it will be possible 
or us soon to say, ‘‘The output is rising so well that we 
may run the risk of bringing down the price of coal.” I 
would say this: If the output goes up we will only be too 
glad and willing to meet the rising output by a fall in the 
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price of coal. If the output can be got up I think I might 
say, on behalf of the Government, that as the output rises 
we will only be too glad to get the coal down 6d. a time, or 
some small amount, and not wait till there is a big lump, but 
we will take it off by sixpenny blocks in order at once again 
to get our industry freed and our exports cheaper. But un- 
less we get coal, and unless everybody really will do all he 
can to get output, and unless men of other industries will 
do all they can to free the circulation of goods in the 
country to get up the supply of things required for the 
miners, we shall have great difficulty. The key of the 
position, the final key rests with the miners—it rests upon 
the miners not on any report, but working. 





TRADE IN JAPAN. 


RECENT DEVELOPMENTS. 

Mr. E. F, Crowe, C.M.G., Commercial Counsellor 
to H.B.M.’s. Embassy, Japan, delivered, last week. 
an address to the London Chamber of Commerce on 

Recent Developments in Japanese Trade.’’ Mr. 
Crowe will be pleased to meet, during his stay in Eng- 
land, British merchants and manufacturers who may 
wish to discuss matters relating to Japan. It will be 
advisable for anyone who desires an interview to write 
or telephone first to Mr. Crowe at his office (Far East- 
ern Section of the Department of Overseas Trade, Old 
Queen Street, S.W.1. Telephone, Victoria 8420, 
extension 435). My. Crowe will later be visiting the 
more important manufacturing centres. We give below 
extracts from the address :— 

KFFECT OF THE WAR. 

Mr. CROWE said:—I have scen it stated in the papers 
recently that Japan has suffered more from the war than 
any other I'ar Eastern country. None of the Far Eastern 
countries, however, has been very seriously affected by the 
war, and in comparison with Europe there can be no doubt 
whatsoever that the recent terrible conflict has brought to 
Japan a great wave of prosperity, and that she is now a 
far richer and more important country, industrially and 
commercially, than she was in 1913, or than she would have 
been, allowing for the general progress which she would have 
made, had there been no great war. As an example of 
her financial situation compared with that of European 
countries, it is only necessary to mention the fact that her 
national debt is now smaller than it was in 1914. Before the 
war Japan’s debt amounted roughly to £258,000,000, of 
which slightly more than half was held abroad. To-day 
this debt, exclusive of some £50,000,000 of special Exchequer 
Notes, has actually been reduced. Moreover, while other 
countries have been adding enormously to their debts, Japan 
has been able to devote the proceeds of her favourable trade 
balance to extending financial support to the Allies, and it is 
estimated that this money invested in British, Russian and 
rench securities, the British share being by far the largest. 
must amount to well over £100,000,000. 


GREAT INCREASE IN FPROSPERITY. 


The latest figures I have before me compiled by the Depart- 
ment of Finance up to the end of February, 1919, show 
that the total foreign trade for the year ending February, 
1919, increased by 172 per cent., as compared with a pre- 
war period of one year ending July, 1914 (Yen 3,703,727 ,096, 
compared with Yen 1,359,950,901). The amount of bills 
cleared in the Clearing Houses throughout the country dur- 
ing the same period shows the astounding increase of 432 
per cent. (Y.57,136,758,093, compared with Y.10,725,252,142). 
The deposits in the Post Office Savings Bank, a very good 
indication of the general prosperity of the country, grew by 
186 per cent. (Y.578,037,000 as against Y.201,687,000). The 
average price of securities advanced from Yen 48 to Yen 90 
or 89 per cent., and lastly the Note Issue and the Specie Re- 
serve of the Bank of Japan show the following increases. The 
Note Issue of the Bank of Japan at the end of July, 1914, 
was Yen 331,035,396, and the Specie Reserve was Yen 
216,503,420. At the end of May, 1919, the corresponding 
figures were: —Note Issues, Yen 848,740,000; Gold Reserve, 
Yen 705,680,000. The greater part of the reserve is held in 
London and New York. 

I think you will agree with me that these figures show 
that Japan undoubtedly derived considerable benefits from 
the war. Since Japan emerged from her seclusion she has 
been at war three times, and each time she has come out 
stronger and more powerful. Ina period of 25 years there- 
fore, during which she has fought three successful wars, her 
trade has increased more than 2,000 per cent. 
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JAPAN S ADVANTAGES. 


Japan’s advantages during the war lay in the fact that 
while she was tar away from the main scenes of operations 
she had a large, industrious, clever, adaptable number of 
workers who were prepared to make at comparatively cheap 
prices articles which the world had formerly been obtaining 
from Germany and Austria. The manufacturing countries 
of Europe being compelled to turn the whole of their atten- 
tion to the death struggle in which they were engaged were 
unable to devote any part of their time to capturing new 
markets, and, in fact, they had, to a great extent, to 
sacrifice a large portion of the trade which they had pre- 
viously enjoyed. Japan had a golden opportunity, and as 
amongst her sons are numbered many intelligent and enter- 
prising business men and bankers, captains of industry and 
shipping magnates, men of courage, who combine an excep- 
tional amount of initiative with a speculative spirit, they 
were able to take jull advantage of the chances which came 
their way. Moreover, it is not to be denied that the run 
of luck was generally in their favour, and they were able to 
count to a large extent on Government support. It should 
always be remembered that in Japan the business world 
looks to the Government for guidance, and relies on official- 
dom for assistance to a degree which would be quite incon- 
ceivable in this country. This is partly because it is the 
State that in the past has constantly urged, both by precept 
and example, the greatest variety of production and 
manufacture. 

GOVERNMENT CONTROL. 


All the principal railways in Japan are owned by the 
State, though it is true that nationalisation was only com- 
pleted as late as 1908. The telephones are also under 
Government control. I will not say anything more about 
them, except to add that I find that many of the problems 
agitating the public at home are the same as those which 
cause criticism in Japan. There are Government monopolies 
with regard to camphor, salt and tobacco, and the largest 
steel works in the country are owned and managed by the 
Imperial Government. There is at times considerable agita- 
tion against this system of Government control. I under- 


stand that the theory has always been that except in cases - 


where military considerations exist the Government having 
started an enterprise would run it only until private in- 
terests were sufficiently strong to take it over. In practice 
this has not always been so. As a yeneral rule it may be 
said that the tendency is for private interests to shelter 
themselves behind officialdom, and when anything goes 
wrong to appeal to the Government for protection by tariff 
or subsidy or special legislation. 


RIseE OF THE TRADER. 


You will be told, as I have been, times without number, 
that in Japan the trader occupies an exceedingly humble 
position, and in precedence ranks at the very bottom of the 
list. This statement was true in the past. It is no longer 
so to-day. The fighting men are still at the top. In the 
past they were the administrators as well. After the soldiers 
and sailors I would now put the trader. It is true that the 
bulk of the population are still engaged in agriculture, but 
the best brains in the country are going to-day into trade 
and the learned professions. Business is no longer despised. 
The business man in Japan to-day is a very important person, 
and he is often a clever brilliant man. 


ForRFIGN Firms IN JAPAN. 


I noticed an article in the press the other day which gave 
a translation from one of the leading Japanese newspapers. 
I have not yet seen the original, and it may have suffered 
in translation, but the gist of the article was that the 
foreign firms in Japan were gradually disappearing. Now 
I wish to enter a most emphatic protest against such a state- 
ment. It is true that the German firms were put out of 
business during the war, and that many of them have sold 
their premises to Japanese firms. As regards foreign firms 
other than German, I need only quote to you the words 
of the chairman of the recent annual meeting of the Yoko- 
hama and Tokio Foreign Board of Trade. He said :— 


_“‘ I think it safe to venture the statement than at no 
time in the history of Yokohama have there been a 
greater number of foreign firms than at present.”’ 


Incidentally, as I am often asked about it, this seems a 
good opportunity to mention that there is no British 
Chamber of Commerce in Japan, but there is a British 
Association of Japan which does good work in looking after 
British commercial interests. There is also the Patriotic 
i. of Britons Overseas, and there are Foreign Boards 
of Trade—corresponding to Chambers of Commerce—in 
Yokohama and Kobe. The British firms in Japan with de- 
pleted staffs carried on during the war, and in spite of the 
restrictions and difficulties in their way, I think it is safe 
to say that all of them made money. Their trade is prob- 
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ably larger than it ever was before, though, of course, cer- 
tain special lines of business have vanished, but as the tetal 
volume of Japanese trade has grown enormously the pro- 
portion done by British firms is, of course, much smaller 
than it used formerly to be. I want you to remember that 
there are to-day in Japan a large number of active, ener- 
getic, capable British firms well able to handle any proposi- 
tion put before them. At the same time it must be said 
that many of the Japanese trading concerns during recent 
vears have developed in a remarkable way. Their operations 
are of a magnitude which at times is quite surprising, and 
the scope of their energies is in some instances almost 
world wide. 


IMPORTS INTO JAPAN. 


I come now to the question of the import trade into 
Japan. When I give figures 1 should mention that they are 
hased on the Japanese Customs Returns. In my position, as 
British Commercial Attaché, my duties are naturally directed 
towards the increased selling of British goods, and there- 
fore I put first the question of the import of British goods 
into Japan or, if you like to put it the other way round, 
the export of British goods from this country to Japan. 
Pessimists say that the United Kingdom’s export trade to 
Japan is nearly dead, that it has been killed by the tariff, 
and that there is but a small market in Japan for British 
goods. 1 think this is an entirely mistaken view. It is 
true that as a result of the war we have temporarily lost a 
large share of our trade, most of it having gone to our 
American friends, but I have no doubt that we shall be able 
to recover a great part of it. 

AMERICA AND THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

| propose for the moment to compare imports trom 
America and United Kingdom. I will eliminate raw cotton 
and kerosene from the American figures because these are - 
articles in which we cannot compete. Excluding these, 
therefore, America exported to Japan in 1913 goods to the 
value of £5,000,000, and in 1918 to the value of £42,000,000, 
or an increase of more than eight times. In 1913 our ex- 
ports to Japan were valued at over £12,000,000, and in 1918 
they had fallen to about £7,000,000, or by nearly half. 
Now the articles which went to make up that huge American 
total of £42,000,000 were largely iron and steel and manu- 
factures thereof, to the value of £25,000,000, machinery, 
about £5,000,009, construction materials £1,750,000, 
chemicals and dyes £1,500,000, motor cars and parts and 
paper, nearly £1,000,000 each. Now nearly all these are 
articles which we produce. In most cases we used to do a 
far larger business with Japan than did America, especially 
in heavy chemicals such as caustic soda and soda ash, ip 
machinery, and in paper. I look forward with confidence to 
our recovery of a great part of this trade which has only 
been temporarily lost owing to the prohibitions of exports 
and the inability of makers to carry out contracts, as their 
works were turned on to munitions. Japan has started 
several new industries, and has often been compelled either 
to use home-made machinery of antiquated pattern or to 
purchase second-hand machines. The prices have been 
terrific and the quality of the machinery inferior, but the 
need was urgent, and the profits obtainable so large that 
cost was immaterial. Now, however, Japan will want good 
up-to-date machinery, and there should be an excellent open- 
ing tor energetic firms. It must be remembered, however, 
that Japanese machine makers have themselves not been 
idle. They have had fine opportunities for expansion of 
which they were not slow to avail themselves, and there are 
now several large concerns making good electrical machinery, 
machine tools, etc. There are also many works which are 
anxious to obtain the rights to manufacture British patents, 
and I understand that not a few arrangements are under 
consideration, while there are also cases of British and 
American makers with works in Japan run in conjunction 
with Japanese. In coming to an agreement of the sort i- 
dicated the greatest care should be taken to be precise as to 
marketing arrangements abroad. I know cases where firms 
have parted with their rights on the understanding that the 
goods to be made were only to be sold in Japan, and have 
afterwards encountered competition in the China market 
owing to complications about Japanese spheres of influence. 
Do not be led away by thinking that because Japan has @ 
high tariff she has shut out all foreign manufactured goods. 
It is true that the bulk of her imports consist of Taw 
materials, food and machinery, but I want you to remember 
that there are now many rich Japanese who can afford to 
pay good prices for really first-class articles such as the 
United Kingdom produces. 

New Lines oF TRADE. 

The character of the trade will, to a great extent, change, 
and there will now be a good demand for commodities which 
formerly lay outside the ken of the Japanese. Take as av 
example, diamonds, which form a good barometer of what 
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one might call luxury trade. In 1915, according to the 
Customs Returns, the imports amounted to £6,000. In 1918 
the figures had jumped to £250,000, and just for the one 
month ot March, 1919, the latest figures I have received, I 
note that the import was £35,000. Take another trade, con- 
struction materials, At present this is almost entirely in 
the hands of America, our share being practically nil. Here 
there is great scope. During the last few years many very 
large ferro-concrete buildings have been erected in Japan, 
buildings of a size which would startle the old foreign 
resident in Japan whose recollections are of small wooden 
houses constructed with a view to earthquake. The price of 
iron and the difficulties of securing it have retarded many 
of the building schemes, but as there is an extreme shortage 
of accommodation both in Tokio and Osaka, and other big 
cities, it is certain that there must be a great deal of con- 
struction work in the near future. There are, moreover, 
many large projects on foot such as the widening of the 
railway gauge, bridging of the Shimonoseki Straits, drainage 
schemes, ete. It must be understood that it is unlikely that 
any foreign firm would obtain a contract for any national 
work of this sort, but the point is that large quantities of 
supplies will be required. 
Cotton Goops. 


In the old days the principal line of British exports to 
Japan consisted of cotton piece-goods, and even now people 
who are not conversant with the trade have an idea that that 
business is still a criterion of what is being done. Of course, 
it is nothing of the sort. There is still a demand for certain 
kinds of British cotton piece-goods in Japan, but it must 
be remembered that Japan’s exports of cottons are one of 
her principal lines, and that for every £1 of cotton varns or 
goods which she imports she exports nearly £75. It is clear, 
therefore, that, as far as cottons are concerned Japan is 
chiefly of interest to us as a competitor, But it is other 
kinds of goods that have swelled our figures in the past, and 
which will swell them again in the future. Fertilisers, such 
as sulphate of ammonia, heavy chemicals such as soda ash 
and caustic soda, metals and machinery, woollens, paper, 
etc. There are still many openings for British trade, and 
by 1920 I hope we shall be selling to Japan twice as 
much as we sold to her in 1913 and four times as much as 
in 1918. 

THe TariFF. 


Japan is a highly protectionist country, and in many cases 
her duties on manufactured articles are levied on a basis of 
from 35 to 50 per cent., the duties themselves being specific. 
Raw materials are generally free, and semi-manufactured 
articles pay a low rate of duty, while there is an elaborate 
system of drawback on exported goods. It is of interest to 
note that owing to the general advance in the values ot 
goods and to the growing proportion of imports of raw 
materials and semi-manufactured articles the average 
ad valorem rate of duties on dutiable goods has been gradv- 
ally falling. In 1913 it was at its highest, nearly 20 per 
cent., by 1918 this rate had dropped to 8°25 per cent. If we 
include all goods, whether dutiable or not, the rate in 1913 
was 10 per cent., and in 1918 was 3°79 per cent. <A point 
which is also worth noting is that, although in some cases— 
e.g., sugar and recently window glass—Japan follows the 
dumping policy and sells her goods aboard at prices lower 
by 1920 I hope we shall be selling to Japan twice as 
proportion of the goods which she sells to foreign countries 
are made solely for export, and are not consumed at all in 


Japan. 
EXPORTS FROM JAPAN. 


The most striking feature about recent trade develop- 
ments in Japan has been the enormous increase in exports. 
In 1913 the value of exports was £64,500,000; in 1918 it had 
grown to about £215,000,000, or by over 230 per cent. Where- 
as in the past 20 years there had nearly always been a large 
adverse balance in Japan’s foreign trade, since 1915 there 
has been a very big excess of exports. It is not any one 
particular line which accounts for this remarkable increase. 
The growth has been general, and Japan benefited by the 
opportunities afforded her by the war to start the manu- 
facture and export of goods which she had previously im- 
ported. To some extent of course the appreciation in values 
accounts for apparent large increases, 


PRINCIPAL EXPoRTs. 


Japan’s principal articles of export are raw silk and silk 
manufactures, and cotton yarns and textiles. Between them 
they account for about 50 per cent. of her total exports. 
This percentage was the same in 1913 and in 1918, showing 
that silk and cotton have maintained their position, the 
latter, however, having gained slightly at the expense of 
the former. In 1913 the silk items amounted to £25,000,000, 
and in 1918 they had grown to £58,000,000. In 1913 the 
cotton items were responsible for £12,000,000, and in 1918 
they had advanced to £50,000,000. America was by far the 
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largest buyer of raw silk, while in cotton yarns and tissues 
China continued at the top of the table, but India has re- 
cently become a very good customer, and in 1918 she took 
yarns and piece-goods to the value of £3,700,000 and 
£6,000,000 respectively, while in 1913 her purchases of these 
articles were practically negligible. Much the same state of 
affairs 1s to be found in other markets like the Dutch East 
Indies, Straits Settlements, and Australia, where previously 
British goods were predominant. 


ORES AND METALS. 


Ores and metals show an enormous increase over 1913, but 
there has been a falling off in copper, zinc, antimony, and 
brass, as compared with the record figures of 1917. There 
have been many interesting new departures in the manu- 
facture of these metals, and amongst the large items one 
finds tor example, £700,000 for wire ropes, £800,000 for 
copper sheets and wires, and £900,000 for insulated electric 
wire. 

GREAT DEVELOPMENTS. 

In the list of food products exported there have been re- 
markable developments. Before the war the exports of 
grains, peas and starches averaged yearly about £750,000. 
in 1918 the business had grown to over £11,000,000, fer 
which peas and beans and potato starch from the Hokkaido 
were mainly responsible. The exports of tea and marine 
products have hardly advanced as much as one would have 
expected, but beer, which is a comparatively new export, has 
jumped from £80,000 to £800,000, its chief markets being 
India, Java and the Straits. 

The trade in coconut oil is a good example of Japanese 
enterprise. In 1915 the business was still so inconsiderable 
that it was not mentioned in the Customs Returns, and the 
import of copra only amounted to £66,000. By 1918 copra 
imports had grown to over £1,600,000, and exports of coco- 
nut oil were valued at £1,500,000, to say nothing of a large 
unrecorded entrepot trade in the oil. Most of these exports 
went to the United States. In drugs and chemicals there 
has also been an astounding advance, articles like acetic 
acid and calcium carbide being shipped abroad to the value 
ot nearly £400,000 each. Under the glassware and porcelain 
heading there have also been big developments. Before the 
war Japan imported large quantities of cheap window glass 
trom Belgium. Now she not only satisfies her own demands, 
but exports to the value of £350,000. On the other hand 
in proportion as her own business improves she needs more 
plate glass, which she has to import. Her exports of other 
glass-ware totalled about £1,500,000, including glass bottles, 
heads, bracelets for India, thermos flasks, watch glasses, ete. 

The same change has been taking place in regard to rubber 
goods. Before the war Japan imported tyres to quite a 
large value. Now the imports have ceased, and in their 
place there is an export amounting to £460,000. The im- 
ports of raw crude rubber in 1918 were £1,400,000, and a 
comparatively flourishing rubber industry has been started. 
You are doubtless aware of the remarkable extensions which 
have taken place in Japan in regard to such items as brush- 
ware. hosiery, fabric gloves, toys, bootlaces, electrical fit- 
tings and lamps, because most of these have been imported 
into this country in very large quantities, and have been at 
one time or another included in the Import Restrictions. 
Such other articles as sewing needles, cheap cutlery, cycle 
parts and condensed milk are now being exported to a big 
cnough extent to warrant their being given a place in the 
Customs Returns. 


JAPANESE COMPETITION ABROAD. 


Having regard to Japan’s remarkable expansion of trade, 
and particularly to the growth of her exports of cottons to 
markets where Lancashire goods formerly held almost a 
monopoly, the question now arises whether Japanese com- 
petition abroad constitutes a serious menace to our trade. I 
tind opinion very much divided. Some people take an 
exaggerated view and show an unreasonable amount of 
alarm, while others, basing their opinion on the reported 
poor quality of Japanese goods, consider the probable effects 
of competition negligible. The truth I think lies somewhere 
between the two views. I am inclined to think thai, not- 
withstanding Japan’s marvellous progress, our own position, 
in spite of the handicap which the war has imposed on us, 
is such that there is no cause for alarm. 

I must, however, qualify this by saying that I presume 
the present industrial unrest is merely part of the reaction 
trom the terrible strain of the war, and that it will soon 
pass. If labour troubles were to continue, if British goods 
were to be quoted abroad at ever advancing prices owing to 
higher wages, shorter hours, and reduced output, then, in- 
deed, neutral buyers might prefer to take from Japan goods 
ot a cheaper price even though the quality were lower. The 
remedy to a great extent lies in our own hands. To increase 
our export trade is a matter of vital importance to us now, 
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and any action which adds unreasonably to our costs of pro- 
duction must pro tanto make the danger ot Japanese com- 
petition more serious. It must not be forgotten that. the 


Japanese themselves are well aware that their footing in 
-many of the new markets which they have entered is pre- 


carious, and Government, manufacturers and exporters 
are doing their utmost by amalgamation and consolidations 


_ to strengthen their position. 


COSTS OF PRODUCTION. 
WAGEs. 
The: most important item is wages. Roughly speaking, 


.( think that to-day an average wage for male unskilled 
-labour is 2s. a day, and for females Is. 4d. a day. For 
skilled male labour it is from 5s. to 7s. a day. 
.cult. to, give.a rate for female skilled labour, as this can 


It is difh- 


hardly be said.io exist. 

These figures show an increase of about 70 per cent. on 
pre-war figures, while the Bank of Japan Index No. shows 
that the price of eommodities has gone up 125 per cent. 
since 1914. Wages must therefore continue to advance, the 
tendency being for an increase in wages to follow a rise in 
the cost of living. A very interesting report dealing in con- 
siderable. detail’ with the question of labour in Japan has 
been compiled by Mr. Oswald White, His Majesty’s Vice- 
Consul in Osaka. It will shortly be published, and I have 
no doubt that you will find in it many facts which will help 
you to understand the position in Japan. 

A factor ‘which complicates the collection of data with re- 
gard to wages is the bonus system. Enquiries as to wages 


paid will generally elicit the mere figure paid daily, but in 


addition to this sum there is always a bonus given at New 


‘Year and in the summer at the ‘‘bon ”’ festival. This will 


amount to not less than one month’s wages, and is often 


‘considerably more. In the balance sheet of an industrial 
concern which recently came into my hands I noticed, for 
‘instance, that the wages of employees were put down as 
Yen 28,700, and bonus to employees as Yen 20,000. 


Hours oF Larovr. 

“Now, as to'hours of labour, | think on the average it can 
be estrmated that the Japanese operative works 70 hours a 
week. It must be remembered that in Japan there is no 
regular half holiday on Saturday or holiday on Sunday. 
Many mills do, as a matter of fact, close four times a month, 
but the general rule is to give two holidays a month, about 
the Ist and the louh, and this is all that the Factory Act 
As the rates of pay are much lower and the 
hours of work much longer, you will want to know how the 
output compares with that at home. I can only base my 
conclusions on the observations of competent Englishmen 
who have been in charge of works at home and of similar 
works in Japan. Their view is that except for very light 
and easy work, one Englishman does about as much in the 
same time as two Japanese, but you will understand that 
this is only a very approximate figure. It is only in the 
bigger industries where a good deal of machinery is used 
that foreigners are employed, and I am inclined to think 
that in other lighter classes of work where manual skill and 
dexterity are required there would not be so much difference. 


COAL. 


. As regards other factors in estimating the cost of produc- 
tion, coal will be found to be a very important item. 
Fortunately for Japan, she has her own coal-fields, but owing 
to a scarcity of labour and to the high rates of freight 
which were charged for the transport of coal from the 
Kiushiu collieries to the industrial districts, the cost of coal 
has increased enormously. From figures which have been 
supplied to me by one of the leading firms in the coal 
business I estimate that before the war industrial coal was 
costing f.o.b. Moji Yen 4:25 to Yen 5 per ton, whereas in 
October, 1918, the same qualities had advanced to from 
Yen 18 to Yen 20, and are to-day about Yen 16 to Yen 19. 
Converting these figures into English currency and adding 
freight charges, etc., I estimate that factories in the vicinity 
of Tokio paid about 13s. to 15s. per ton for their coal before 
the war (July, 1914), while in October, 1918 (pre-armistice) 
they were paying 70s. to 75s. per ton, and the price to-day 
must be somewhere near 50s. Coal from the districts nearer 
Tokio, which is of an inferior quality, was, however, cheaper. 
Prices in the Osaka and Kobe district would be lower by 
about 10s. to 15s. It may be of interest to note that in 1916 
the consumption of coal in factories is stated to have been 
10,500,000 tons. By now it must be about 12.000.000 tons 
per annum. 
TAXATION. 


Taxation, which is another factor in the cost of produc- 
tion, has not increased materially since the war. In 1918 
a War Profits Tax was imposed, but although manufacturers 

rotested vigorously against it the total amount derived 
Prom the tax for the whole country, namely, £4.500.000 
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(this figure is based on the Department of Finance returns) 
is so small compared with the enormous profits that have 
been realised, that it is safe to say that the burden of tax- 
ation is no heavier now than it was before the war. 


LABOUR PROBLEM. 


The labour problem in Japan is not yet serious, but as 
Professor Kuwada, member of the House of Peers, says in an 
article on Social Politics and Labour Problems, ‘‘ The voice 
of discontent against capitalists and employers is growing in 
volume and intensity,’’ and since the beginning of this year 
in particular a great deal of attention has been devoted to 
the question of labour. Trade unionism does not exist in 
Japan, and though one often hears of guilds and associa- 
tions, there are associations of employers and not of 
employed. There is, however, a friendly society called the 
Yuaikai, which has a membership of about 30,000, and whose 
programme is said to consist of an 8-hour day, a minimum 
daily wage ot 2s. and Government labour insurance. Strikes 
occasionally take place, but they rarely last any length of 
time, and are more local than general. The most frequent 
and successful strikers in Japan are the schoolboys, and the 
schoelboy of to-day is the man of to-morrow. 

Unskilled labour is poorly paid, but it is plentiful, and 
cmployers, except in the case of the cotton mills where the 
compound system is objected to, find little difficulty in filling 
their requirements. Skilled labour on the other hand is 
lacking, and when business is brisk there is a good deal of 
competition for efficient workers. 

QUALITY OF JAPANESE EXPORT GOODS. 

Japanese Consuls in their reports and Japanese Ministers 
of State have often exhorted their compatriots to improve 
the quality of their exports. Furthermore, the Department 
of Agriculture and Commerce have inaugurated a system of 
inspection of exports, whereby certain classes of goods such, 
for instance, as matches, brushes, hosiery, enamel ware, glass 
ware, gloves, etc., are carefully examined. Labels and 
stamps are affixed to goods which have passed the inspection, 
and none but such articles are allowed to be exported. This 
step became necessary, because it was found that very large 
quantities of inferior goods were being shipped abroad and 
were damaging the general reputation of Japanese exports. 

In theory the system is no doubt excellent. In practice 
it has probably stopped the shipment of absolute rubbish, 
but the number of inspectors is too small to permit of a 
careful examination of goods. Moreover, even were very 
careful examination to take place, it is not certain that the 
time thus expended might not frequently result in long 
delays super-imposed on already late deliveries, and would 
thus be as disadvantageous as the export of inferior goods. 

[ am told by buyers of Japanese exports that what they 
complain about is not so much poor quality as unreliability. 
Provided the goods are equal to the sample there is often a 
demand for an article of poor quality if it is cheap, but 
when articles are often worse and rarely better than the 
sample, and on the whole lacking in uniformity, it is hard 
to dispose of them. It will be difficult, however, if nov im- 
possible, to remedy this defect so long as Japanese articles 
are turned out as at present by cottage industry and by 
cheap labour working in very small factories. The only way 
to overcome it is by careful inspection and grading by the 
shipper of the goods, a shipper of repute who expects to do 
business with his customers for many years and not to make 
his profits off one transaction. 

SHIPPING. 

Shipping probably has been more remunerative in Japan 
than almost any other industry. In the latest statistical 
volume issued by the Department of Finance, I notice that 
in 1908 there were 18 companies with a capital of about 
£7,000,000, a paid-up capital of £6,000,000, a fleet of 543 
vessels, with a gross tonnage of 564,0UU tons, and net earn- 
ings of £390,000. The dividends distributed in that year 
were £430,000, and £41,000 were placed to reserve. By 1917 
the number of companies had grown to 52; the authorised 
capital was £28,000,000; the gross tonnage had increased to 
1,127,000 tons (the latest figures show in February, 1919, 
2,670 vessels, with a gross tonnage of 2,357,900 tons) ; the 
net earnings were nearly £15,000,000; the dividends were 
74 millions ; £600,000 was distributed by way of bonuses, and 
nearly £8,000,000 were placed to reserve. The four leading 
Japanese Steamship Companies are subsidised by the 
Government. According to the latest Japanese official re- 
turns these subsidies in 1917 amounted to about £700,000, 
in 1918 they would be slightly less. At a time when the 
total receipts from earnings and other miscellaneous receipts 
amounted to over £33,000,000, it will be seen that the sub- 
sidies amounted to little more than 2 per cent., and did not 
therefore play a very large part, but in the lean years of 
shipping these subsidies certainly enabled the companies to 
obtain a footing on several routes, and helped them to tide 
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over the difhfcult times. During the war, although the sub- 
sidised companies made enormous profits, their proportionate 
gains were temporarily eclipsed by those of the smaller con- 
cerns which were free from Government control. The reason 
is that in return for the subsidies granted to them the big 
steanisnip companies were compelled to keep their rates ot 
freight on the subsidised lines down to the level fixed by 
the Government. These rates were very low, as the Govern- 
ment wished to foster export trade. But there was such an 
enormous demand for space that the companies put on extra 
poats on which they were free to charge what rates they 
liked. To give details of the difference in rates would he 
wearisome, but approximately one may say that where the 
rate on a subsidised ship was 90s. 9d. it was 500s. on an 
extra boat. The big companies opened new services in every 
direction, to Australia, to India, to Java, to South America: 
wherever Japanese goods could be sold there did the Japanese 
fag go. Meanwhile the smaller companies were very active, 
and derived huge profits from chartering their ships. Ship- 
building has developed to a very large extent in Japan, and 
there are now several very big yards in the country. Of 
these the old-established ones will, no doubt, be able to con- 
tinue their business on a profitable scale, but it is doubtful 
whether the newer ones which had to buy their machinery 
at very high prices will be able to continue to maintain the 
large profits which they have earned during the last two 
year's. | 
A PROPOSED SHIPPING COMBINE. 

One of the most interesting developments during the last 
few months in the shipping world has been the proposal to 
form a very large new shipping combine. ‘The Company, if 
it materialises, is to be called ‘‘ The International Steamship 
Company,’ and although at one time it was rumoured that 
American capital would be involved, I believe that the latest 
position is that there will only be Japanese money in it. The 
capital will amount roughly to about £10,000,000, and there 
will be about 500,000 tons of ships, of which more than halt 
will be contributed by one of the largest shipbuilding com- 
panies in Japan, which will therefore have a double interest 
as shipbuilder and as a shipping concern. The price at which 
the ships are to be taken over has been variously stated in 
the press, but if we take the average of the figures which 
ave appeared, it must amount to somewhere about £35 a 
ton, of which half will be paid in cash and half in paid-up 
shares in the new company. 


TRADE MARKS. 

There is, of course, a Trade Mark Law in Japan as in 
other countries which have adhered to the International 
Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property, but 
one of the marked differences between us and her is that 
Japan follows the Continental idea of recognising the 
priority of registration, while with us, as in the case ot 
America, it is priority of user which is the determining 
factor. 

It is, therefore, advisable for all British firms doing busi- 
ness with Japan to see that their trade marks are registered. 
l regret to have to say it, but there are still a few individuals 
in Japan who make money out of appropriating other 
people’s marks. [urthermore, a glance at any collection oi 
Japanese foreign style goods prepared for export leads one 
to suppose either that there is a remarkable lack of 
iginaiitv in Japanese designers of trade marks, or that 
their unabashed adaptation of foreign marks is part of a 
deliberate policy. 

For ten years I have been studying the trade mark ques- 
tion, and I feel convinced that until the leading men in 
Japan take the matter up and the principal newspapers de- 
vote their columns to the cure of the evil and thereby form a 
sound public opinion the trouble will continue. It is to be 
hoped that the time will come when the habitual pirate will 
be punished in a way which will make him hesitate to repeat 
his offence. It is not so much the deliberate and exact copy- 
ing of well-known registered marks which leads to com- 
plaints. In these cases there is a legal remedy. It is the 
lalse description calculated to deceive the ordinary pur- 
chaser which leads to so much criticism of Japanese methods. 


CONCLUSIONS. 


Lhope I have made it clear that the danger from Japanese 
competition is not serious, provided that we get back soon to 
normal conditions, and that our output is not unreasonably 
“tailed and profiteering allowed to go unchecked. The 
fact that Japanese industry is in a state of transition from 
the cottage to the factory must, for some time to come, affect 
the quality of her goods. Her labour, though plentiful, is 
lot very efficient. Even its apparent cheapness may not 
perhaps continue for long, as the cost of living is rising and 
wages must necessarily advance. There is comparatively 
little research work being done. and many of the industries 
have not emerged from the imitative stage. Japan has prac- 
ually no iron mines, and she is dependent on foreign 
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sources lor nearly all the important raw maierials she re- 
quires, with the exception of silk and copper. Coal she has, 
but it is very expensive, Moreover means of communica- 
tion are somewhat defective and seriously hamper the de- 
velopment of trade and industry on a large scale. 

Against those disadvantages must be set the fact that she 
is able with her labour (costing, at a rough estimate, 14s. for 
males and 9s. 4d. for females for a 70-hour week) to turn 
out goods which, even though of inferior quality, are con- 
siderably cheaper than British articles; they are generally 
of a non-competitive nature, as they are of a different grade. 
But the demands of the world will be so large for many 
years to come that there should be plenty of room for both 
British and Japanese goods, and seeing what wonders Britain 
has accomplished in war, can anyone doubt that in peace 
she will retain her position as the greatest of trading nations? 





AUSTRALIA’S INDUSTRIES. 


BUREAU OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY. 

Australia has begun the task of reorganising her 
Government machinery in order to deal with the prob- 
lems of after-war trade. The initial steps were taken in 
February, 1918, when the Prime Minister convened a 
Conterence of the various associations of primary indus- 
tries, manufactures and commerce. At that convention 
Mr. Hughes emphasised the point that if Australia -- ere 
to retain her own markets for her own products, and to 
secure her share of overseas trade, collective effort must 
be made. That the time for combined action had ar- 
rived was the unanimous decision of the convention. 
Strengthened by every assurance of support from every 
branch of industry the Commonwealth Government has 
created a Bureau of Commerce and Industry, and has 
entrusted it with the responsibility of organising the 
country s resources, of framing a policy for the expansion 
of trade, improvement of methods, and the establish- 
ment of new industries. 

At the present time the scheme is only in the making. 
The permanent head of the Bureau is termed the 
Director. He is being assisted by a Temporary General 
Council representative of primary producers, the 
Chamber of Manufactures, the Chamber of Commerce, 
and banking, shipping, and other interests. The Mem- 
bers of this Council act in an honorary capacity. Their 
main purpose is to achieve effective organisation from 
within an industry, in order, as far as possible, to seeur2 
co-operation, co-ordination, and the employment of 
modern methods in all stages of production and market- 
ing. ‘To give effect to this policy the Temporary General 
Council will be encouraged to bring about the formation 
of associations or groups of individual industries, which 
will each appoint an executive, and the executive in 
turn will be represented on the General Council. The 
Pureau is essentially non-political, so that it may }!e 
free from political interference. 

Three other objectives will be kept in view :— 

1. Adequate supplies of raw materials for 

(a) Local consumption ; 
(b) Overseas export. 

2. Increased production with decreased costs. 

3. Better marketing (buying and selling) facilities. 

Exactly what means may be devised to attain these 
ends circumstances will dictate. The scheme isa flexible 
one, and capable of modification to meet community 
needs, 

Australia is already a large exporter of wheat, flour, 
butter, meat, tallow, wool, and non-ferrous metals. Con- 
sideration will be given to the encouragement of other 
branches of primary industry whose development it may 
be found desirable to foster. The Bureau, in this con- 
nection, will have the assistance of the Institute of 
Science and Industry in keeping primary producers, 
through their Association, informed of what is being 
done in other parts of the world to increase production, 
and in assisting in local experiments and advice as to the 
most modern plants and methods. The exigencies of 
trade during the war brought into existence committees 
representing the primary producers to handle the pur- 
chase and sale of wheat, butter, wool, ete. The 
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marked success which has attended their efforts, it is 
felt, will stimulate co-operative organisation, and may 
possibly lead to the retention of the control of the ex- 
ports of primary products by the producers with Govern- 
ment assistance and co-operation, and perhaps give rise 
to the development of central executive action in respect 
of other land industries. 

tegarding secondary industries, increased production 
and the reduction of costs will be aimed at by co-opera- 
tion, specialisation, standardisation, by the employment 
of up-to-date methods and plant, and by the distribution 
or allotment of work. That is to say, a group of 
manufacturers engaged in somewhat similar lines ol 
manufacture might decide what work each should per- 
form. 

An important function of the Bureau of Commerce 
and Industry, as relates to secondary industry, will also 
be the encouragement of co-operative marketing and 
selling. By the purchase abroad, on a large scale, of 
materials required for different manufacturing processes 
a substantial saving will be effected on the present 
system of the individual purchase on comparatively 
small lines; while conversely co-operative selling for 
export will reduce overhead selling expenses enormously. 
In this part of the scheme manufacturers are already 
displaying keen interest. As has been pointed out, any 
action that producers or manufacturers may take must 
come from within their own ranks. The President of 
the Associated Chambers of Manufactures of Australia 
has stated that the manufacturers realise that some 
organisation is essential, and that while individual 
effort must be maintained, some collective contro] must 
be provided for. 

Acting through the Council of their association, manu- 
facturers will be enabled to collect data relating to 
finance, export, transport, and to the actual circum- 
stances under which industry is carried on. In the ex- 
port trade the Council will decide what markets it is 
desirable to exploit, and determine the best methods 
of pushing the products of the industry therein. These 
organisations linked up with the Bureau of Commerce 
and Industry will aid the individual producer to increase 
his own output and find markets for his product, and 
at the same time rapidly increase Australia’s export 
trade. 
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Notes on Trade. 


‘While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘Journal,’ it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
leqal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 
selves.] 


REVISION OF JAPANESE PATENT LAW, 











According to a report published in the ‘‘Osaka Asahi’ 
of 15th May, the Japanese Government has established 
a Committee for the revision of the Patent Laws, under 
the chairmanship of Mr. Inuzuka, the Vice Minister 
of the Department of Agriculture and Commerce. 
Three business men will have seats on this Committee, 
which is to meet shortly at the Department of Agricul- 
ture and Commerce in order to prepare a Bill for the 
next session of the Diet. 

The four existing Patent Laws, i.e., Patent Law, 
Designs Law, Utility Models Law, and Trade Marks 
Law, will be revised separately. 





INDIA AS A HARDWARE MARKET. 

India is a particularly important market for British 
supplies of hardware of all kinds. Before the war 
India’s imports of cutlery, implements, and tools (ex- 
eluding agricultural and machine tools) from the 
United Kingdom amounted to nearly £300,000 in value, 
and of hollowware and sundry small hardware to 
£322,000. In spite of the larger consuming power of 
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the Indian Empire and the consequent increased de- 
mand for imported goods, Great Britain only succeeded 
owing to difficulties arising from the war, in supplying 
such goods to India in 1917 to the value of £230,000 and 
£107,000 respectively. The Indian market for builder’s 
hardware, such as locks, hinges, door-bolts, etc., was 
worth annually about £150,000 before the war, and 
this figure represents, approximately, the value of 
these imports in 1916-17, although actually the quan- 
tity imported works out at less owing to the increase 
in prices. In domestic hardware, including enamelled 
ironware, the position formerly held in the import trade 
by Germany and Austria has not been completely filled, 
although Japan has made enormous progress. Greater 
use has, of course, been made of home-manutactured 
substitutes for the foreign article. Nevertheless, a big 
business awaits the British manufacturer who can put 
a cheap article on the market. The British position 
has not been seriously assailed with respect to instru- 
ments and tools generally. Here it is a matter for 
Great Britain to continue to supply her well-known 
lines, keeping the price as low as possible in vicw of 
the competition of Japanese and locally produced sub- 
stitutes, and of the well-finished American specialities, 
In cutiery it may be said the market is waiting for the 
full resumption of British supplies. In addition to the 
light hardware goods indicated above, India imports 
a total value of over a million pounds’ worth of heavier 
hardware, including sugar mills, oil presses, water lifts, 
and dairy appliances, over three-quarters of this trade 
belonging to the United Kingdom. Here again Ameri- 
can and Japanese competition is steadily increasing. 





——_ 


RAILWAY DEVELOPMENT IN BURMA. 


The Government of Burma has decided to encourage 
the development of railway communication by the 
adoption of the general British policy in the case of 
colonies-—that in a country with a generally scanty popu- 
lation and no towns of considerable importance, 
strategic points on frontiers and general trade routes, 
etc., should be linked up. It is thus calculated to 
develop the country by first establishing the lines of 
communication—a policy for which, according to 
opinion in British India, there is ample scope also in 
British India itself, where, it is pointed out, the con- 
struction of feeder lines to the main lines on a whole- 
sale scale should be prosecuted. The conditions for 
railway development in British India and Burma are 
very different from those in Australia and Canada, 
where large areas of useful land—arable, forest or 
mineral—are opened up by railways regardless of the 
uninhabited condition of the country. The assumption 
that rich territory, once opened up by means of com- 
munication, will find its own development, is an axiom 
which, in the case of European populations, never fails. 
Conditions in India are different, in that the population, 
even when not apathetic, requires both education snd 
capital, and the railways therefore hesitate to Jaunch 
out in the matter of undeveloped areas, although these 
areas may urgently require means of communication 
for purposes of development. 











AERIAL TRANSPORT IN SWITZERLAND. 


A company is being proposed in Switzerland to pm 
vide the chief cities and resorts of that country with at 
aviation service which will satisfy the most modem 
requirements. Dy reserving to itself this field of ac- 
tivity, the company will prevent the matter being taken 
up by foreign countries, and, it is hoped, will give 3 
certain stimulus to the aeronautical industry of Switzer 
land. 

The principle type of machine to be employed will be 
the: hydroplane, which is considered specially suitable 
as the chief stations held in view are situated on the 
borders of lakes. Some land planes will, however, be 
reserved for special long-distance flights. It is pl 
posed, as a start, to commence with the six follows 
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stations :—Geneva, Lausanne, Lucerne, Lugano, Thun 
or Interlaken, and Zurich, to each of which stations 
three machines with the necessary spare parts will be 
allocated initially. 

The capital required is estimated at 1,500,000 francs 
‘approximately £60,000), the annual expenses at 
1,000,000 franes (approximately £40,000), and the re- 
ceipts at 1,200,000 francs (approximately £48,000). 
This leaves an annual margin on the credit side of about 
200,000 franes (approximately £8,000). 

This calculation is made on a basis 24 hours of flight 
per day per machine, for not more than 100 days in the 
vear, the life of each machine being taken as two years 
with 500 hours of flight—an extremely low estimate. 

A regular postal service by aeroplane was established 
in Switzerland at the beginning of May last, since 
when the post has been carried with regularity between 
the following towns:—Dubendorf, Berne, Zurich and 
Lausanne. The service has not yet been patronised 
very widely, and is certainly not yet a paying concern, 
but its establishment is doubtless an indication of the 
enthusiasm with which the problems and possibilities 
of aerial transport are being tackled in Switzerland. 





PROPOSED METALLURGICAL EXCHANGE AT 
ZURICH. 

It is proposed to establish a metallurgical exchange 
at Zurich. The proposal is being put forward by the 
Société pour Valeurs de Fer et d’Acier, Schafthouse. 
It is considered that such an exchange, which would 
take place regularly every Friday, would give an oppor- 
tunity to Pritish firms to send a representative to 
Zurich where he could get into direct touch with buyers 
in Switzerland in the easiest possible manner. The 
organisers propose to circularise their intentions bv 
sending the circular to prominent British firms who 
might be interested. 





SURPLUS GOVERNMENT PROPERTY. 

Particulars of stores available for disposal are pub- 
lished in ‘‘Surplus,’’ which can be obtained from all 
newsagents, bookstalls, etc. Im order to interest ex- 
port houses in the sale abroad of surplus Government 
property, and to deal rapidly and on the spot with en- 
guiries from such firms, a branch of the Surplus Govern- 
ment Property Disposal Board has been set up in the 
City under the directon of Sir Sydney Henn, K.B.E. 
The address of this office is Holland House, 32, Bury 
Street, London, E.C.3. (Telephone No. Avenue 8058). 





ENGINEERING CONGRESS AT JAVA. 

Arrangements have been made for a general engincer- 
ing congress to be held in Batavia, Java, in May, 1920. 
It will deal with harbours and means of communication 
including railways, tramways, telegraphy, and _ tele- 
phony); ‘irrigation, drainage, waterworks, ete.; roads 
and bridges, town planning, architecture, etc. ; the pro- 
duction of energy; industries (including ironworks, fac- 
tories, and agricultural industries) ; mining and geology. 
[t will also deal with technical education, training, 
labour, building materials, and aerial navigation. 

The main object is to influence the technical develop- 
ment of eastern Asia. The proceedings will be con- 
ducted in Dutch and English. 





EXCHANGE VALUE OF THE MARK AT 
, COLOGNE. 


[he following were the local exchange rates for the 
mark against sterling, frances (French and Belgian) and 


gulden at Cologne on 10th July :— e 


British: £1. 68-50-69-50. 


Belgisn: 100 Fes. 220-222. 
French; 100 Fes. 231. 


Dutch: Gulden. 5:55. 


_ — 
————— 
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Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 
BRITISH INDIA, 


WEEKLY CABLE. 
The Indian Trade Commissioner in London has received 


the following cable, dated 10th July, from the Director- 
General of Commercial Intelligence, Calcutta :— 








— 





SEASON. 
Good rain throughout except in extreme North-West. 
MARKETS. 

Bombay Cotton Market irregular. Fully good Broach J uly- 
August quoted 594. Piece-goods Market demand poor, but 
prices steady and with rain secured demand likely to revive. 
Calcutta new jute crop fair; interest advancing prices pre- 
liminary forecast, acreage 2,749,120; weather most favour- 
able. Hessian Market dull, but steady. Sacking more 
interest and advancing prices. 





DECREASE IN WHEAT CROP ESTIMATE. 

The second Wheat Crop Foreczst issued by the Depart- 
ment of Statistics, on 30th May, anticipates a decrease of 
25 per cent. in the crop at present standing. This forecast 
is based on reports received from local authorities, and 
refers to 98-6 per cent. of the total area under wheat in 
India. The returns, therefore, cover practically all the 
important wheat-growing areas in India. The final 
memorandum on the wheat crop will be issued, as usual, in 
the second week of August. 

The total area is estimated at 23,566,000 acres, as against 
35,307,000 acres, including Indian States, the corresponding 
estimate of last year, or a decrease of 33 per cent. The total 
yield is estimated at 7,407,000 tons, as against 10,181,000 
tons, estimated at last year, or a decrease of 27 per cent. 
This estimate falls short of the final revised figure (9,922,000 
tons) of last year by 25 per cent. 

GENEKAL CONDITION OF THE CROP. 

The crop has on the whole been good in the important 
wheat-growing areas, except in Bombay and Hyderabad. 
As stated in the Special Forecast in April, the decrease in 
the estimate of total yield is due to smaller areas having 
been sown owing to the unfavourable character of the season 
and the prevalence of influenza at sowing time. On the 
other hand, the estimated yield per acre, especially in the 
three important wheat-growing provinces, namely, the Pun- 
jab, the United Provinces, and the Central Provinces and 
Berar, is larger as compared with the corresponding estimate 
of last year. 

The present estimate of yield, as against that made last 
year, shows a decrease of 68 per cent. in Bombay, 67 per 
cent. in Hyderabad, 52 per cent. in Rajputana, 47 per cent. 
in Sind, 33 per cent. in Central India, 27 per cent. in Bihar 
and Orissa, 25 per cent. in the North-West Frontier 
Province, 23 per cent. in the Punjab, 20 per cent. in the 
United Provinces, and 16 per cent. in the Central Provinces 
and Berar. 





PRICES OF FOODSTUFFS IN APRIL. 

A Return issued by the Department of Statistics, dated 
24th May, states that the wholesale prices of cereals and 
pulses in India at the middle of April, 1919, showed no 
marked fluctuation as compared with the preceding fort- 
night. The prices of wheat, jawar, and bajra fell by 1 per 
cent. each, and of barley by 3 per cent., while the prices of 
rice and ghi remained unchanged. There was a rise of 3 per 
cent, in gram, 2 per cent. in arhar dal, and 1 per cent. in 
maize. There was a fall of 2 per cent. in salt prices. 

The noticeable provincial fluctuations are a rise of 11 
per cent. in rice in Assam, of 17 per cent. in gram in the 
Madras Presidency, and of 12 jer cent. in arhar dal in the 
North-West Frontier Province. The price of gram in Bihar 
and Orissa, and of salt in Assam fell by 11 per cent. each. 

EFFECT oF 1918 Monsoon. ‘ 


The efiects of the monsoon of 1918 are well illustrated 
in the high prices as compared with the corresponding period 
of last year. At the middle of April, 1919, the wholesale 
prices of food grains and pulses in India increased by 51 
per cent. (unweighted average) as compared with a year ago. 
The weighted average showed a rise of 58 per cent. 


RICE. 


The price of rice advanced by 57 per cent. (unweighted 
average), the weighted average showing a rise of 65 per 
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cent. The increases in the chief producing areas were ¢» 
per cent. in Bengal, 97 per cent. in Bihar and Orissa, 53 per 
cent. in Burma, and 27 per cent. in the Madras Presidency. 
In other provinces the noteworthy increases are 100 per 
cent. in Assam, 72 per cent. in the Central Provinces and 
Berar, and over 50 per cent. in the Punjab and the North- 
West Frontier Province. 
WHEAT. 

The average price of wheat in India increased by 32 per 
cent. In the principal producing areas the rise was 21 per 
cent. in the Punjab, 38 per cent. in the United Provinces, 
and 72 per cent. in the Central Provinces and Berar. 

Barey. 

The price of barley increased by 22 per cent. (unweighted 
average), the weighted average showing a rise of 46 per 
cent. The rise in Bihar and Orissa and the United Pro- 
vinces was 60 and 56 per cent. respectively. 

JAWAR. 

Jawar prices rose by 61 per cent. in India, the most notice- 
able percentage increases being 80 in the Punjab, 78 in the 
United Provinces, 73 in the Madras Presidency, and 66 in 
the Central Provinces and Berar. 

Basra. 
showed a rise of 58 per cent. The 
78 per cent. in the Punjab, 63 per 
Presidency, and 61 per cent. in the 


The price of bajra 
chiet lmcreases were: 
cent. in the Madras 
United Provinces. 

Maize. 

Maize prices increased by 42 per cent. (unweighted 
average), while the rise by using the weighted average was 
78 per cent. In Bihar and Orissa and the United Provinces 
the prices rose by 168 per cent. and 70 per cent. respectively. 

GRAM. 

The price of gram was 62 per cent. dearer than last year. 
The rise of more than 100 per cent. in the Central Provinces 
and Berar and the Madras Presidency is striking. 

ARHAR Dat. 

The average price of arhar dal increased by 75 per cent. 
In Bihar and Orissa, the United Provinces, and the Central 
Provinces and Berar the price was more than double the 
rate for the previous year. 

GHI AND SUGAR. 

The price of ghi and raw sugar (gw) in India rose by 26 
per cent, and 46 per cent. respectively. In the United 
Provinces, the Punjab, and the North-West Frontier 
Province raw sugar advanced more than 70 per cent. 

SALT. 

The average price of salt declined by 4 per cent. in India, 
the noticeable decreases being 33 per cent. in Bengal and 
32 per cent. in Assam. On the other hand, there was a rise 
of 42 per cent. in the North-West Frontier Province, 11 per 
cent. in the Punjab, 8 per cent. in Bihar and Orissa, and 5 
per cent. in Sind and Baluchistan. 





AUSTRALIA. 





AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS OF SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA. 

The summarised statistics for 1917-18, recently issued by 
the Government Statist of South Australia, gives the area 
of South Australia since the transfer of the Northern 
Territory to the Commonwealth as 243,244,800 acres. The 
area occupied for the year 1917-18 was 128,970,284 acres, 
and the unoccupied spaces totalled 114,274,516 acres. 

Within counties returns were collected from 41,448,178 
acres in use either for cultivation or grazing, and the fol- 
lowing statement sets forth the distribution of the holdings: 





Acres. 
TI. icidsiciisneiednebuaseudineinnsnnsins 3,079,419 
Under permanent artificially-grown grasses 20,155 
Previously cropped land lying idle during 
ata 3,955,672 
New ground cleared during season ............ 140,571 
I EEE LEAL RIT POE 1,481,890 
I ES ncccnstucsnussnscseeccense 32,770,471 
Total area of holdings ...... 41,448,178 
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The value of all cereal crops for the same period is set 
out as follows :— 


KKind of Crop. c 
ED sc cccccawnieeadecvens sauxcaess (312,007 
EE INE Abeccwantesdbipencacsrincsé<ostsvevaccas | 129 427 
Green fodder cut and fed off |... ................ 14,992 
ES ee ae Oe ee ee eee 21,577 
Root MI. hidunediedtiaseciibiecincecsess cnbermenacune 95,08] 
I tis odihadcaisitnchirnhdmtiamnisind wirigin wmcibnkee se 803,246 
IE ccitinncatunigrecucenpataemies Keeaus 101,043 
lll IT TEE ee a ee ree 404,788 
Peas, olives, and grass seeds .................... 48,512 





aCe Serre 


619.291 443 





VINTAGE. 

Throughout the L919 season the weather conditions haye 
been favourable tor a good crop, and although not quite 
equal to the 1918 season (5,300,000 galls.) as regards quan- 
tity, much better as regards quality. The approximate 
yield for the 1919 vintage is estimated at 4,505,000 galls, 
The attached table shows the vineyard production over the 
last five years :— 


Season. Area. Wine made. Currants. Raisins. 

1913-14 __....... 26,208 2,759,665 49,170 35,548 

914-15... 26,864 1,507,196 24,774 35,305 

OS | ae 27,764 3,709,878 66,518 09 929 

1916-17 —..,... 29,177 2,951,048 50,147 3), 624 

Sf iia 29,762 5,331,166 51,924 42.192 
LIVESTOGE. 


The vearly statistics of livestock show a decided improve- 
ment on last year’s totals. The season was a splendid 
lambing one—sheep showing an increase of over 1,100,000 
on Jast year’s figures. On 30th June, 1918, the flocks 
totalled 6,229,519 sheep, as against 5,091,282 for the previous 
year. The total head of cattle was 313,215, compared with 
238,887 in 1917. <A gratifying feature is the fact that 
126,012 of the total is represented by dairy cattle, showing 
the advance which is being made by this important industry. 
The dairy produce for the season was valued at £1,275,675, 
as against £1,136,191 in 1917, and £843,829 for 1915. Horses 
numbered 262,840 (an increase of 5,418), and consist chiefly 
of the draught stamp that are needed for farming 
operations. 





GOLD COAST COLONY. 


FOREIGN TRADE IN 1918. 

A review of the Trade and Customs Revenue of the 
Go'd Coast Colony during the year 1918, issued in the 
“Gazette” of 15th May, states that the Customs duties 
amounted to £620,450, compared with £893,554 in 1917—a 
decrease of over 30 per cent. Of these figures the total 
Import duties amounted to £489.353—a decrease of over 
28 per cent. on the figures for 1917. The Export duties 
on cocoa showed a decrease of about 38 per cent. 

This deficit in revenue from both Imports and Exports 
is not surprising when trade conditions are taken into con- 
sideration, There was no lack of cocoa awaiting shipment, 
but the shipping tonnage available was about five-sevenths 
of that of the previous year, and this was further reduced as 
regards cocoa by the fact that palm oil and kernels, mostly 
from Nigeria, were treated as preferential cargo. 

Imports. 


The total value of all goods imported into the Colony 
during 1918 (excluding bullion and specie, the expenses 
thereon, and the value of free goods imported across the 
inland frontiers) amounted to £2,919,915 as against the 
corresponding figure of £3,219,099 for 1917—a decrease of 
£299,184, or 9 per cent. This total is made up of goods 
imported on behalf of the Colonial Government valued at 
£181,936, and commercial imports (excluding bullion, 
specie, and free goods imported across the inland fron- 
tiers) valued at £2,737,979. Imports on behalf of the 
Colonial Government show a decrease of £74,130, or 29 
per cent., as compared with 1917—due entirely to econo- 
mies 1n view of the declining Reyenue and the difficulty 
of obtaining materials. 

Commercial imports (other than bullion, specie, and 
free goods imported across the inland frontier) show 
decrease of £226,475, or over 7 per cent. This small de- 
crease: however, represents only a small proportion of the 
total decline in the value of imports. Were it not for 
the enormous increases in the prices of commodities during 
the year the decrease shown would have been much greater. 
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INCREASES AND DECREASES. 
The principal increases in imports were :— 


Value Per 

£ cent. 

Cotton goods, excluding varn and twist 90,158 16 
Salt 32,906 157 
Lumber 31,302 110 
Soap 30,424 52 


18,365 18 
16,484 66 
15,692 148 


Machinery 
Spirits (other 
Cooper Stores 


kinds) 


Ale and porter Bi site 14.352 196 
Tobacco, unmanutactured 8.463 26 
The principal decreases were: 

Value Per 

{ cent. 

Coal = sane 77,648 58 
Spirits (Rum) ‘ on - 63,465 14 
Vehicles—motor cars and lorries J2 520 15 
Hardware 16.390) 37 
Flour 43.055 76 


11,103 36 
37.313 60 


Provisions 
Perfumery 


Sugar ve _ “n 33,644 88 
Wearing apparel ox on vee we 24,65] 25 
Rice... -~ 23,977 33 
Beads 21,562 66 


21.284 6 
13-812 ayy 
12,722 aos) 


Furniture 

Guns and pistols 

Earthenware ns on 
EXPORTS. 

The total value of all exports from the Colony during 
the vear (excluding gold, auriferous by-products and 
specie) amounted to £2,641,927 as against the correspond- 
ing figure of £3,789.619 in 1917—a decrease of £1,147,692, 
or 80 per cent, Of this, the value of exports on behalt of 
the Colonial Government amounted to £1,460, as against 
£1,349 in 1917. 

The value of commercial exports (exclusive of specie, gold 
and auriferous by-products) amounted to £2,640,467 as 
against £3.788,269 in 1917—a decrease of £1,147,802, or 30 
per cent. The decrease in cocoa alone more than covers 
this, and this occurred both in quantity and value. 





PRINCIPAL INCREASES. 
The principal increases in the value of exports occurred 
mn :— 


Value Per 

£ cent. 
Palm kernels 78,010 104 
Lumber 68,521 99 


Palm Oi} 
Kola nuts 


98,919 238 

we wi ies ‘i 23,010 10 
DIRECTION OF TRADE. 

The following table shows for each year since 1916 the 
value, exclusive of specie, of all goods imported from each 
ot the supplying countries, and the percentage that the 
value of the imports from each bears to the total. 


1916. 1917. GIs. 
Value Per Value Per Value Per 
& Cent. £ Cent. £ Cent. 
United 
Kingdom. . 3,860,765 75 2 235,439 OY 2? 125,002 73 
France a 77,0389 2? 56,429 2 Ye) y i 
United States 751,225 15 723,182 22 615,673 21 
Holland 217,976 34 81,783 3 47,0652 
Nigeria =... = 75,9022 60,413 2 44,565 2 
Uther Forcign 
Countries | 81,759 2 56,801 ? 59,6386 2 
Other British 
Colonies 6,471 6,893 — 
There is no change in any of these figures that cannot 
be accounted for by the war. It is satisfactory to note 


that while the United Kingdom lost ground—to a very 
‘light extent considering the circumstances—she actually 
improved her position in this market relatively to other 
countries. This is all the more gratifying: as under the 
circumstances very few American goods can have been 
classed in these statistics as British through having come 
trom British markets, | 

fhe United Kingdom shows considerable increases in ale 
and porter, coopers’ stores, cotton goods (exclusive of yarn 
and twist), machinery, salt, soap, and spirits (other kinds), 
but considerable decreases in wearing apparel, beads, coal, 
cordage, cotton yarn and twist, earthenware, furniture, 
suns and pistols, hardware, perfumery, provisions, rice, 
motor cars and lorries, and unclassified goods. 

The United States of America shows considerable in- 
“leases in ale and porter, building materia'’s, gunpowder 
(the only country from which gunpowder Was imported), 
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lumber, provisions and unclassified goods. Considerable 
decreases occurred in flour, hardware, spirits (rum), sugar, 
and motor cars and lorries. | 

Holland lost ground considerably in cotton goods (ex- 
cluding yarn and twist), and cigars, and gained slightly 
In gin, perfumery, and still wines. 

France shows decreases in wearing apparel, beads, build- 
ing materials, coopers’ stores, cotton goods, hardware, per- 
fumery, provisions, salt, wines and unclassified goods. 

There was a considerable increase in rum from the West 
Indies and in unmanutactured tobacco from Nigeria and 
Togoland—taken from surplus stocks in these Colonies: of 
course, to make up shortages here. 


EUROPE. 


BELGIUM. 
INDUSTRIAL SITUATION. 


lntormation has recently been received from the repre- 
sentative of a well-known firm in this country who has made 
an extensive tour through the chief industrial centres of 
Belgium as to the present conditions existing in that 
country, the most pressing requirements of manufacturers, 
merchants, and traders, and incidentally the attitude they 
are assuming towards the policy which they understand is 
being pursued by the commercial community in the United 
Kingdom towards them. 

There exists amongst Belgian commercial men a very 
hearty desire to enter into cordial business relations with 
the manufacturers and merchants of Great Britain. The 
strain and stress of war, combined with the consciousness of 
mutual sacrifice, have had the effect of forging a link 
hetween the trading sections of the two countries, which, 
it is hoped, may yet grow stronger. 








REQUIREMENTS. 

The prime need ot Belgium at the present time is new or 
second-hand machinery. 

Mrtuops oF PAYMENT. 

The principal criticism of British methods made by the 
leaders of industry in Belgium, which it would be advisable 
tor business men in this country to bear in mind, appears 
to be that British firms are not prepared to make financial 
arrangements which are satisfactory to Belgian buyers. It 
is stated that British exporters in the great majority of 
cases demand full payment upon the delivery of goods. No 
explanation is needed to show that the conditions of finance 
in Belgium will not permit of freedom of trade under such 
arrangements as these. This point has been discussed in 
detail by leading commercial men throughout the length and 
breadth of Belgium, and it has been very generally agreed 
that a satisfactory solution of the difficulty could be reached 
if exporters would be prepared to receive payment on the 
following terms:—One-third of the purchase money to be 
paid with the order; one-third on delivery ; and the remain- 
ing one-third in three or six months varying with the nature 
of the goods supplied. Some arrangement on these lines 
would have the effect of increasing the opportunities for 
doing business between the two countries, and would further 
strengthen the harmonious relations that already exist 
between Belgiuin and the United Kingdom. 

According to the ‘‘Documentation Economique’ the Bel- 
gian Ministry of Economic Affairs (Reconstruction Section) 
has conducted an enquiry into the needs of Belgian indus- 
tries, and the state of their activity. The following notes 
have been taken from the enquiry :— 


CorDAGE INDUSTRY. 


In this industry several factories were entirely spared, 
hut others have suffered greatly on account of the requisi- 
tions and the removal of material by the Germans. The 
cordage factories have been able to obtain hemp, but their 
greatest need was high-resistance steel wire for cables. The 
Belgian cordage group has been able to obtain a certain 
quantity of steel wire in Engiand. 

Frax, Heme, aNp Jute INDUSTRIES. 

The flax industry has suffered greatly on account of the 
war, and out ot 375,000 spindles about 35,000 to 40,000 have 
heen destroyed. In order to put a third of the remaining 
spindles into working order, about 70,000 tons of flax for 
a period of six months would be needed, and already 1,500 
tons of Belgian tiax have been purchased locally, and 1,009 
tons of Russian flax have been purchased in France. The 
supply of this material presents great difficulties on account 
ot the fact that very little native flax 1s used, most of the 
flax used being Russian flax. The Courtrai flax was mostly 
exported to England. Negotiations are now proceeding for 
the exchange of fine Courtrai flax for Russian and L[rish 
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flax. Up to the present the equivalent proportions as 
regards the exchange have not yet been settled, and negotia- 
tions are still proceeding. A Belgian Mission is proceeding 
to Russia in order to examine the possibility of obtaining 
flax there. Serious labour troubles are also impeding this 
industry. Raw materials necessary for the hemp and jute 
industries came almost entirely from abroad, and this fact 
has caused great difficulties in re-establishing the industries. 
Leap INDUSTRY. 

Belgian factories in this industry have suffered greatly ; 
some have been completely destroyed and others greatly 
damaged, and all plant removed. These factories treated 
lead ash, after the extraction of zinc trom zinc and lead 
ores, especially Australian concentrates. It is expected 
that as soon as the Australian concentrates arrive the zine 
industry will be resumed, and that the lead industry will 
soon tollow. Besides the Belgian factories there is a German 
factory at Hoboken which is in quite good condition. This 
is at present in working order and controlled by a Belgian 
group. 

VarnisH INpusrre. 

Out of fifteen varnish factories only two are working, 
and these with a very reduced output. Generally, much 
material has been removed from these factories, especially 
of copper boilers. It is stated that the difficulties which 
this industry is meeting in resuming activity are «due to 
foreign competition. 

Hosirry. 

Plant used in the hosiery industry has suffered very little. 
Oniv a few have had a greater part of their plant removed 
or destroyed. The greatest need of this industry is knitting 
machines, and wool and cotton. The cotton-spinning 
industry is gradually resuming work, and it is stated that 
the bosiery industry will soon be fuiiy supplied. Out ot 
fourteen firms which supplied details and which employed 
2,015 persons before the war there were only four which 
were at work, and they only partially. These employed 
about 400 workers. 

TERMINATION OF MORATORIUM. 
(From H.M. Minister.) 


BRUSSELS. 


The ‘*Moniteur Belge’’ of the 28th June contains the text 
of a Decree of 26th June, withdrawing the Decree of 21st 
January, 1915, in regard to the Moratorium. 

The Decree provides that the payment of debts due under 
negotiable instruments signed before Ist February, 1915, 
cannot be exacted during the five years following the date 
on which they matured. Interest at the rate of 54 per cent. 
per annum will be payable trom ihe original date of 
maturity. The Courts may grant an extension of time not 
exceeding six months, where it can be shown that the debt 
could not be discharged owing to the war. 

USE OF CODE TELEGRAMS. 

According to the “Moniteur Belge’? the exchange of 
telegrams in Belgium is now authorised with most of the 
extra-European countries under certain conditions. 

Code words must be taken from one of the following codes: 
A.B.C., Fifth Edition. - 
Scott's, Tenth Edition. 

Western Union Code. 

Lieber’s Code. 

Bentley’s complete Phrase Code (not including separate 
supplements for mining and oil industries). 

Broomhall’s Imperial combination cede (not including 
the special edition for rubber trade). | ; 

Meyer's Atlantic Cotton Code (Thirty-ninth Edition). 

The use of two or more codes for the same telegram is 
prohibited. Telegrams can contain proper names, names in 
french or English, and whole phrases in either of these 
languages. The name of the code must be shown on the 
telegram form, and a translation must be attached, in 
either French or English, such as it is printed in the code 
used. All telegrams which do not fulfil these conditions are 
refused, and also telegrams, the text of which, after trans- 
lation, is not clear or intelligible. 


SPAIN. 


PROPOSED HYDRO-ELECTRIC 
DEVELOPMENTS. 

The Permanent Spanish Electric Commission which was 
appointed in January, 1919, to study the ‘‘possibility and 
practicability of the construction by the State, directly or 
indirectly, of a national system for the distribution of 
electric current,’’ has made public its findings in a pamphlet 
addressed to the Ministry of Public Works. 
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The system as conceived by the Commission would be a 
series of transmission lines passing through, or near, all of 
the important consuming centres which are on the north 
or south coast, with radial lines to Madrid, which is 
practically in the centre of the country. Power would be 
generated at the larger waterfalls, and also at mines where 
coal of too .low grade to be exploited commercially could 
be used to produce energy cheaply by being burned at the 
mine shaft. These steam centrals would be used princi- 
pally during the droughts which occur at certain seasons 
in all parts of Spain, and in this manner there would be an 
abundance of power during the entire year. 

DISTRIBUTION OF WATER POWER. 

Taking into consideration the waterfalls of more than 
2.000 kilowatts (kilowatt=1-34 horse-power), the Commis- 
sion states that there are available some 2,000,005 kilowatts, 


located as follows :— - 
WKilewatts. 


Atlantic slope of Leon and Galicia ......... 70,000 
ON a iiitdianidnniniibnndineadixinnesetbintinnnane 40,000 
CE —skkcinnecinsasinkemaluniniecuianadenwenee 30,000 
Ebro, before reaching Saragossa ............ 65,000 
Rivers from the slopes of the Pyrenees ...... 190,000 


Ebro, trom Saragossa to the Mediterranean 130,000 


rere reer errr rr rrert terre 90,000 
Duero on the Portuguese frontier ............ 150,000 
Tributaries of the Duero ....................008: 50,000 
BL ss saiudiiunitucainranaasiencinnisudidandseneiendtea 119,000) 
Tributaries of the Tagus ..................ese. 50,000 
ET EACLE TO EE Ee TE Ee 35,000 
Guadalquivir and other Andalusian rivers 40,000 
i I MO i sien wiskencdeenasninnnava 90,000) 
Other rivers on Mediterranean slope ...... 60,000 

DOD O00 


Various falls of minor importance ............ 
One of the greatest advantages to be derived from a 
national system, apart from the continuous supply of cheap 
power to all users, large and small, would be the unification 
of the frequency and voltage. The former is now stand- 
ardised at 3-phase, 50 cycles, throyghout Spain, and the 
latter would be regulated after more study of the needs 
of the principal industries. For the main branches of the 
transmission line it is recommended that the potential be 

not less than 120,000 volts. 

EstiMATED Cost or Lines. 

in estimating the cost of the lines, it is assumed that there 
wil! be 888 miles of wire, a cross section of which will have 
an area of 50 square millimetres (a square millimetre= 
0:0155 square inch) and 1,100 miles of wire with a cross- 
sectional area of 100 square millimetres. ‘The lines will 
be in duplicate throughout, protected by a ground wire, and 
provided with four telephone circuits. The posts may be 
of concrete and steel, spaced at an average distance of 410 
feet. The insulators considered best are those of the sus- 
pension type, six elements in series. With a line using 
100-square-millimetre wire, the prospective cost per kilo 
metre is divided as follows:—Itight iron columns of 8 
kilos (kilo=2-2 pounds), erected including the foundation. 
at one peseta per kilo, 6,400 pesetas; 48 series of insulators 
at 75 pesetas per series, 3,600 pesetas; 1,000 metres ot 
grounding cable 10 millimetres in diameter, weighing dU) 
grains per metre, in place, 1,000 pesetas; six conductors of 
L100 square millimetres cross-sectional area, weighing 5,40) 
kilos, at two pesetas per kilo, 10,800 pesetas; loss of five 
per cent. for curves, Joints, etc., 540 pesetas; protection 
and switching stations, 2,500 pesetas; and telephone line. 
R50 pesetas. 

The foregoing amounts added give an average cost per 
kilometre of 25,690 pesetas which certain other expenditures 
bring to 30,000 pesetas or 42,900,000 pesetas for the 1,430 
kilometres of line with 100-square-millimetre wire. Tho this 
figure should be added the costs of the lines of 75 and 50- 
square-millimetre wires; namely, 1,20!) kilometres at 27,30") 
pesetas per kilometre, or 32,760,000 pesetas, and 1.770 kilo- 
metres at 24,600 pesetas per kilometre, or 43,542,000 pesetas. 
This makes a total of 119,202,000 pesetas, which is rounded 
off to a grand tetal of 130,090,000 pesetas for the entire 
network completed and made ready for operation. 

The State will intrust to a Commission of experts, exper- 
enced in hydro-electric problems and in the transportation 
of high power for long distances, the study of a finai 
general system to be constructed by the Government. This 
commission will be organised with the Permanent Spanish 
Electric Commission as a basis, and its membership will be 
completed by the representation of such interests as the 
Ministry of Public Works considers should be taken into 
consideration. 

In conjunction with hydro-electric power, to which pre 
ference will always natura'ly be given, a study will be made 
of the utilisation of fuel of an inferior quality and low 
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price, or of coal which occurs in regions incapable of being 
exploited on account of their great distances from consuming 
centres. 





AFRICA. 


MOROCCO (French Zone). 


EXPENDITURE ON PUBLIC WORKS. 
(From H.M. Agent and Consul-General.) 
TANGIER. 








In the Budget of the French Zone for the current year 
a total expenditure of over £7,250,000 is provided for the 
development ot the country. The following sums are allo. 
cated for various objects :— 


£ 
Public works _... ae iis on és .. 2,790,646 
Roads _ aa ms i 258,159 
Agriculture, forests, irrigation, ete. 3,603,896 
Government lands _... = ; 181,292 
Post, telegraphs and telephones 427,061 
Instruction ion a 387,746 


Public health and poor relief “ ei 328,723 
The last two headings comprise cost of buildings which 
were included above in the heading Public Works. 





ASIA. 


JAPAN... 


RELAXATION OF EXPORT RESTRICTIONS. 
(From H.M. Commercial Sceretary.) 
YOKOHAMA. 
The restriction on the export from Japan of the under- 
mentioned goods was removed on May 23rd :—- 
Caustic soda. Nickel ore. 
Soda ash. Nickel. 
Borax of soda. Ferro-nickel. 
Crude rubber. Manganese ore. 
Rubber goods. Spiegel-eisen. 
Copra. Ferro-manganese. 
Coconut oil. Cobalt ore. 
Tin goods. Cobalt. 
Tin amalgam. Ferro-cobalt. 
Chrome. Molybdenum. 
Ferrochrome. Tungsten, 
Chromic steel. Ferro-Tungsten. 








Tungsten ore. Antimony, 
Malybdenum Ore. Plumbago. 
Tin ore, Mica. 


Hydrochloride of tin. 

Chili saltpetre. 

Potassium’ cyanide. 

Cyanide of soda. 

Hydrochloride of cyanide 

containing either potas- 
sium cyanide or cyanide 
of sodzx. 

Tin plates. 


Mica goods. 

Worsted varns, 

All kinds of wool. 

Army cloth. 

Woollen blankets. 

Woollen knitted goods, in- 
cluding underwear. 

Gloves. 

Stockings. 





NETHERLAND EAST INDIES. 


SINO-JAPANESE BANKING DEVELOPMENTS. 
{From the Acting British Consul.) 





TAaMset. 

A new Sino-Japanese banking institution, to be known as 
the China and Southern Bank (in Japanese the Kwa-nan 
(inko) has been established in Formosa for the purpose of 
financing enterprises in the Netherland East Indies, the 
South Pacific, and of carrying on ordinary banking business 
in Formosa. 

The head office of the Bank, which is capitalised at ven 
10,000,000 (yen 2,500,000 paid up), is at Taihoku, and offices 
were opened there in March. Representatives of the bank 
ave already proceeded to Canton, Samarang, and Singa- 
pore, where branches are to be opened forthwith, and others 
will be established in due course. 

The new bank has very intimate connections with the 

ank of Formosa, of which it is indeed an offshoot. The 
president is the head of the wealthiest family in Formosa, 
and the vice-president is a former director of the Bank of 
Formosa. Many of the directors, managers, and employees 
Were also formerly in the service of the above bank. 


PrRoposEp OVERSEAS OPERATIONS. 


The avowed objects with which the China and Southern 
ank has been established are~to extend the power of 
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Formosa and its official bank in China and the South Seas, 
and to provide a financial medium for the development of 
commercial enterprises between these regions, on the one 
hand, and Formosa and Japan on the other. The bank is 
especially intended to attract as clientéle the large and 
wealthy Chinese communities established in the East Indies, 
and, with this object, one-half of the capital has been sub- 
scribed by Chinese. 

The constitution of the Bank of Formosa, as sanctioned 
by the Formosan Government, is such as to render it diffi- 
cult for it to finance new industrial and other enterprises 
itself, and the new bank will therefore act as a connecting 
link between enterprises in need of funds in the East Indies 
and the Bank of Formosa, thus facilitating the circulation 
of capital. 

From the above it will be realised that the main scope 
of the bank’s activities will be abroad rather than within 
J“ormosa itself. it will aim at encouraging the investment 
of Japanese and Formosan capital beyond the seas, and in 
considering this it must be borne in mind that this Island 
has shared to no small extent in the prosperity which the 
war has brought to the mother country. For the present the 
main office in Taihoku will be the only one established in the 
island, and though ordinary banking business and the financ- 
ing of enterprises will be undertaken, care will be taken not 
to enter unduly into competition with existing banking 
institutions. 

[t is understood that the principal scene of the bank’s 
activities will be the Dutch East Indies, and in this connec- 
tion it is interesting to note that the Formosan sugar mills 
are now beginning to import Java cane for crushing during 
the slack season for Formosan sugar, i.e., April to November. 

In Canton the bank has an influential supporter who is 
said to be a man of very large means, and is a director of 
the hank. Similarly, in Samarang one of the wealthicst 
of the local Chinese residents has promised his support and 
accepted a position on the Board of Directors. 


LATIN AMERICA. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


BUDGET AND FINANCIAL SITUATION. 
(From H.M. Minister.) 














BUENOS AIRES. 


The following statement, as regards the finances of the 
Republic, was contained in the President’s message to 
Congress laid before the Legislature at the opening of the 
Urdinary Sessions, which took place on 16th May. 

“The financial situation tends to become normal. Not- 
withstanding the efforts realised during the past year to 
obtain a relatively easy situation as regards the finances 
of the country, it was, however, necessary to have recourse 
to credit. Owing to the considerable falling off in the 
revenue and the absolute necessity of covering the deficits 
which had been accumulating during past years, no other 
course was open. 

‘‘An appreciable improvement in the Revenue Returns can 
now be noticed, and if this continues it cannot be doubted 
that soon the financial equilibrium of the country will be 
re-established. 

EXPENDITURE. 


‘The amounts authorised to be spent under the Budget 
of 1918 for debits brought forward from former financial 
years and expenditure under special laws, reached 419,000,000 
pesos paper currency (£36,453,000). However, the sums 
actually expended under this head and authorisations for 
expenditure issued in Cabinet Council were limited to 
407,000,000 pesos (£35,409,000). 

*‘As regards the Budget itself, the authorised expenditure 
amounted to 391,000,000 pesos., and it is calculated that 
the actual expenditure did not exceed 356,000,000 pesos, 
leaving 35,000,000 pesos (£3,045,000) unexpended. 


REVENUE. 


‘The revenue estimated under the Budget for 1918 was 
373,000,000 pesos paper, and that collected amounted to 
303,000,000 pesos, or a difference of, say, 65,000,000 pesos 
(£5,655,000) between the estimated revenue and_ that 
received. The revenue, however, in 1918 surpassed that 
collected in 1917 by some 69,000,000 pesos paper (£6,003,000). 
Extraordinary revenue, not taking the ‘‘use of credit”’ 
(7.e., borrowing) into consideration, amounted to 28,000,000 
pesos. (£2,436,000). 

DEBT. 

“The ‘Exigible Debt,’ or the deficits of 1918 and former 
years, have been maintained at the same amount as on 3lst 
December, 1917, but during the first quarter of the current 
year 31,000,000 pesos paper (£2,697,000) have been paid 
under this head. 
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“The ‘Short Term’ or Floating Debt, both home and 
foreign, and the overdraft at the Bank of the Argentine 
Nation, may be said not to have varied from the figures for 
3lst December, 1918. This shows that the Government have 
tried by all means in their power not to increase the 
Treasury Debt this year, and keep the expenditure of the 
nation within the limits of the normal revenue. 

‘During the year no bonds of the Public Debt have been 
issued, and the amortisation of this Debt during the same 
period amounted to over 39,000,000 pesos (£3,393,000). 

‘During the vear 1918 the Department of Finance trans- 
ierred gold deposited in some Argentine Legations to other 
Argentine Legations, thereby realising a profit up to date 
by such operations of 9,805,067 pesos (£856,000). 

CURRENCY. 

‘‘Banking operations have increased since May last vear to 
2a considerable extent. The deposits in paper currency have 
increased from 2,182,000,000 pesos to 2,786,000,000 pesos ; 
discounts and loans from 1,592,000,900 pesos, to 1,989,000,000 
pesos, and cash held at the banks from 744,000.000 pesos to 
$33,000,000 pesos. 

“The total amount of paper currency in circulation is 
1,163,944,679 pesos (£103,598,345 nonunal), guaranteed by 
the deposit of £393,207,637 pesos gold (£78,016,000). 

FOREIGN TRADE. 


The total of the foreign trade of the country amounted to 
1,307 392,000 pesos gold (say, £261,478,000), of which the 
imports amounted to 480,896,000 pesos gold (say, £96,179,000) 
and the exports to 826,496,000 pesos (say, £165,299,000), 
leaving a balance of trade in tavour of the country ot 
345,600,000 pesos gold (say, £69,120,000).”’ 

ProrosEeD TaxatTron. 

Following the above statement, the Presideni appeals to 
Congress to sanction the Budget for the present year and 
to pass the Taxation Bills laid betore the Legislature at 
the end of August, 1918. The expedient of putting in force 
the Budget for 1918 tor two months at a time has been 
adopted by Congress up to the time of writing to supply the 
Executive with funds to carry on the Administration. 

The President asserts that the Revenue has already lost 
s,U00,000 pesos paper this year by the refusal ot Congress 
to pass the Taxation Laws. His Excellency adds that the 
sanction of the Income Tax Bill is imperative. 

The financial portion of the message ends by stating that 
Congress will be requested this year to sanction Laws for 
consolidating the Floating Debt of the nation. 





BRAZIL. 





COFFEE SITUATION AND FORECASTS. 
(From H.M. Minister.) 
Rio bE JANEIRO. 

The present season’s crop, so tar as Santos is concerned, 
and which ended on the 30th June, has been estimated at 
7,500,000 bags. The next crop, 1919-20, is estimated to be 
between four and five million bags, and although it is too 
early to forecast any figures for the 1920-21 crop, it is 
expected, in view of the severe damage caused by last year’s 
frost, that even under the most favourable climatic condi- 
tions the crop cannot possibly exceed eight millions. 

The position of coffee is therefore a very strong one, as 
supplies for the next two years will barely be sufficient to 
meet the demand, as the following figures will show. On 
the Ist July, 1919, the world’s visible supply (including Sao 


ags. 
Paulo Government stock) is estimated at 10,500,000 
OE GRU, UEIIROOE asic csiccsscossccvcsssovvcssese 4,500,000 
I NE bcbecacdnnniiendscuusienindiiens 2,500,000 
Production of other countries  ...............e0e0e- 9,000,000 





22,500,000 








NEE. xenininugxdwidacabontess 18,000,000 

Visible supply on the Ist July, 1920 ............. 4,500,000 
ee 8.000.000 
Rio CE sckcsccckbsnbh web .. Wddindnncecases 2 500 B00 
Production of other countries ..... ............. ' 5 000,000 
20.000 000 


ee Ree C aT Te 18,000,000 





Visible supply on the Ist July, 1921 ......... 2,000,600 





EUROPEAN STOCKS. 
The last figures which have reached the Santos market as 
to the position of the stocks in Europe as they stood on the 
Ist April last, are as follows : — 


es, 
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Bags. 
NS ci sceckcnnicins arincianees 45,000 
No «adic aad a eae als 36,000 
PEE. situa icteeainnnmabddipniibaeasts 277,000 
B.. iccenenitpeicicuapiedomcibersiis 30,000 
SN. cenudun aetna ncetlepiink tpbaiiaatite 243,000 
oe ree tame ee ciags 42,000) 
EL. ciuasekdus. -hanibaandeken 11,000 

684,000 ~ 





The stock in the United States of America on 26th May 
was 732,000 bags—just a little over a month’s supply. The 
demand tor coffee is theretore likely to continue very active. 

On the 3lst May the available stock at Santos was 
2,594,637 bags, of which fully 1,000,000 bags were in ex. 
porter’s hands awaiting shipment. Of the remainder there 
were some 500,000 bags of low, undesirable coffees. ‘The 
Sao Paulo Government at the same date held 2.949.654 
bags, which they intended to sell, but net betore July, and 
it is understood that this coffee will be offered in smal] 
quantities to meet the demand without disturbing the 
market. It is not anticipated that there will be any diff- 
culty in placing this coftee as it is all of the finest quality 
and will be badly wanted if crops turn out as small ag 
anticipated. 

The Iigh value of coffee, which, at the time of writing, 
is close on £6 per bag, has naturally greatly influenced the 
rate of exchange, which has steadily advanced to 144d.Tand 
would probably go up much higher were it not for the large 
increase in imports; but even so, if Brazil exports next 
season twelve million bags at, say, £5 per bag, this will 
amount to £60,000,000, which amount ought to go a long 
way to meet her payment for imports. 

GERkMANY'S CoFFEE DEBT. 

The newspapers report that the Government of the State 
of Sao Paulo have piaced at the disposal ot the Federal 
Government the sum of £7,500,000 which Germany, in 
accordance with one of the articles of the Treaty of Peace, is 
required to pay to Brazil for the coffee which the Brazilian 
Government had stored at Hamburg, Bremen, and Antwerp, 
and which was requisitioned during the war. 

This step on the part of the Government of Sao Paulo 
occurs at a very fortunate moment, as it will enable the 
Federal Government to meet their obligations with 
reference to the service on their foreign debt. 





PARA RUBBER EXPORTS, JANUAKY-MAY. 
(From the British Viee-Consul.) 
Para. 
During the month of May the receipt of rubber at the 
Port of Para consisted of 2,550,000 kilos, which came from 
the following districts :— 








iNilos. 

Selendis ene Cametaé§ ........050..56056555.5.. 188,685 
REEL? § Shh gvariiekarunkeidietinveereentebepienneneens 25,953 
EE §« adaienddandbibnndsntbnswiasksimepeeiieaes 16,679 
BE: snxtan scikcebibensniaesiKineomnnbanaanients 534,939 
icin dik uvacinioneeunesumaiieeniedes 90,698 
SE. setisd pues eA VQiaaenkewiiaimassereeatennents 178,597 
SEE. Sistiinineitnenennieteesiiekeseyehars wenieia 397 035 
POTUVIRM GUE GAVOTY  q.2..000.00ssecesseeees. 61,185 
Tocantins and Xingu Caucho ............... 319,304 
NN. Setttinsesncsdnecnnsnsdbnnsievinn’ 735,965 
ROME > 5Auacraveriimetenians a. 2,550,000 

The receipts consisted of the following grades :— 

. Klos. 

Upriver grades ........ b. Jicccunuelimcdaniadads 1,279,093 
CE os iccececaunovenecansoheiaies via 215,638 
IN ripenics ou catennanicanciivessse 1 055,269 
BE, hin dniicideenciysedasneess 2 550,000) 


The stocks in hand at 30th April were 4,779,000 kilos, 
giving a total available for exportation of 7,329,000 kilos. 
Exports during May totalled 2,232,00C kilos, thus leaving 
stocks of 5,097,000 kilos. ne 

The details of the exports from Parad, Manaos, and Iquits 
during the month of May were :— 

Fine. Medium. Coarse. Caucho. ‘Total. 

To United States— 
336,392 53,173 
To Europe 
(46,207 40,181 


270,517 636,517 1.296 599 





63,844 185,058 935,36) 
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Exports, JaNuary-May. 
The total exports to the end of May, compared with the 
same period in 1918, were :— 








1919. 1918. 

Kilos. lnilos. 
Pare e 3,005,000 2.908 ,0U0 
oe  , rere 4,192,000 2,990,000 
RD. kuuiicascdsileiitinkion 4,450,000 2,925,000 
EE. Sb ciwwncadenevidans 4,021,000 3,676,000 
MN © wicthdscciukinacasases 2,550,000 6,182,000 
a ae Peper 18,218,009 18,681 ,000 











MEXICO. 
THE PROPOSED NEW BANKING LAW. 


The vexed question of the so-called ‘‘Sole Bank of Issue,’ 
i.e., the only bank in the Republic which will be permitted 
to issue bank-notes as currency, was dealt with in the recent 
Presidential speech to Congress. The establishment of this 
hank is called for by the Constitution, and the proposal is 
being advocated strongly. 

The main difficulty is, of course, that the necessary capital 
‘s not forthcoming, and appeals which have been made from 
time to time to the patriotism of the public, exhorting 
them to provide the funds, have met with no response. 
Endeavours to obtain money from abroad for the same pur- 
pose have also failed. Much stress is laid in the Presidential 
speech on the fact that the bank is to be under the direct 
control of the Government, which is adduced as an undeni- 
able guarantee for the interests of all concerned, although 
too great insistence on that point is regarded in some 
quarters as distinctly infelicitous. It is also stated that the 
Government shall in no circumstances obtain credit from 
the bank for a larger sum than 15 per cent. of the paid-up 
capital, 





DANGER OF THE PROPOSAL. 

[t is quite clear that the proposal would at once enable 
the Government to flood the country again with a paper 
currency. The strictly gold basis which has now prevailed 
here for more than two years has eliminated the vast source 
of revenue enjoyed by the Government through the repudi- 
ation of the successive paper issues, and no assurances they 
could give on this point would be accepted by the public, 
who would look askance at any further manceuvres of that 
nature. Should it be possible to establish the bank, which 
for the moment appears very doubtful—at all events with 
a capital in any way commensurate with the vast business 
it would be expected to transact—the Government would 
doubtless issue a Decree to the effect that the bank-notes 
were to be accepted at par with gold, and equally certainly 
they would at once begin to depreciate in value, and 
repetition of the experiences through which the country has 
passed for a number of years would take place. 

CURRENCY SITUATION. 

The want of a really rehable paper currency is undoubt- 
edly felt, and business is believed to be greatly hampered 
by the insufficient supply of the metalic currency, despite 
the really large output of the Mint. The reason for this 
stringency is probably that the monev is hoarded, and does 
not go into circulation through the banks to any appreci- 
able extent, because those who possess it prefer to run the 
risk of keeping it in their own hands, rather than place it 
in a bank where it is liable to be confiscated at anv moment. 
There is no doubt that the public would _ prefer 
that things should remain as they are, and thev are there- 
fore prepared to put up with anv inconveniences which the 
absence of the paper may entail. It may be mentioned here 
that the silver coins of all denominations now being issued 
by the Mint, are not much more than half the weight of 
the former coins.e 

The following extracts are made from the hes ech on the 
subject of the proposed new banking law : 


THE PRESIDENT'S SPEECH. 

‘Another principal Bill is that which deals with the 
formation of the ‘Bank of the Repunlic.’ The discussion of 
this vital matter, first broached on the 8th December, 1917, 
in the Chamber of Deputies, has been postponed, with injury 
to the interests of the community. The fact, however, that 
the Sole Bank of Issue is a Corporation called for by the 
Constitution, and the important réle which the institution, 
by its ver v nature, is destined to play, require it to be 
included in the list of affairs which demand the preferential 
attention of members of the legislature. 

The radical change to a more rational basis which the 
banking system of the Republic required, and the grave 
difficulty which an exclusively metallic currency entails, 
together with the equalisation of the Estimates of Revenue 
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and Expenditure which the Government are about to achieve, 
indicate the present moment as the most suitable and pro- 
pitious for the sele bank to retrieve the misfortunes which 
the loss of credit has caused to the country, a matter, indeed, 
of primary importance, 

The fact will not escape the perspicacity of the Senators 
and Deputies that as the bank will be under the manage- 
ment of the Government of the Republic, its attributes wil} 
be abso'utely restricted within the bounds of justice, as it will 
be the nation which operates the bank, with such guarantees 
for the holders of the bank-notes, and for the public which 
supplies the capital, or transacts its business with the 
bank, that the Government can only obtain a credit not . 
exceeding fifteen per cent. of the paid up capital. The 
detailed exposition of the Articles in the scheme shows that 
the Institution in question will be operated in accordance 
with the strictest principles of technical banking and public 
utilitv, and in the interests of the citizens who contribute 
to this patriotic enterprise. The operations ot the institu- 
tion are guaranteed by its own capital and by the funds of 
the National Treasury, and a minimum interest of six per 
cent. per annum is secured to the shareholders, in case the 
net profits should not vield that rate, it being understood 
that they sha!] suffer no losses, and on the other hand will 
participate, pro rata, in the profits 9!.tained by the bank.’’ 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


[NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
—British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
“Openings” by applying to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, and quoting the specific reference number and 
country. 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard te restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
fo the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
ee 4, Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings. London, 
SW. 

Seitios must be sent to the Department, and not to its 
Overseas Officers, except where otherwise stated. 








UNITED KINGDOM. 

NEW SOURCES OF SUPPLIES REQUIRED.-—Applica- 
tions are frequently received at the Department of Overseas 
Trade (Development and Intelligence) from firms in all parts 
of the United Kingdom and abroad who wish to get into 
communication with British manufacturers or producers of 
various classes of goods with a view to obtaining supplies. 

Applications have been recorded during the past week for 
the names of manufacturers of the following (among other) 
articles :— | 

Rings and chains for ladies’ handbags (tor the Swiss 
market). 

British manutacturers of these articles now in a position 
to supply are invited to make application for the names of 
the enquirers. 





BRITISH EMPIRE. 
AUSTRALIA. 





TENDERS INVITED. 

DOUBLE POLE PROTECTORS.—H.M. Trade Commis- 
sioner at Melbourne has forwarded a copy of the specifica- 
tion, conditions of contract, and tender forms in connection 
with a call for tenders by the Deputy Postmaster-General, 
Melbourne, for the supply and delivery of double pole 
protectors. (Schedule No. 1,561.) 

Sealed tenders on the proper forms will be received at the 
offices of the Deputy Postmaster-General, Melbourne, up 
to 3 p.m. on 26th August. Preliminary deposits may be 
paid at the office of the High Commissioner in London for 
the Commonwealth of Australia, ‘Australia House. Strand, 
W. ~~ 

A deposit of 2 per cent. on 7 first £500, and 1 per cent. 
on the amount above that sum, is required with each tender ; 
the minimum deposit is £2. The tenderer, if not resident 
in Australia, or if a company registered outside the Com- 
monwealth, must name an agent in Australia to receive 
notifications of acceptance and other notices under the 
contract. 

The above-mentioned copy of the specification, etc., may 
be consulted by British manufacturers of double pole pro- 
tectors at the Enquiry Office of the Department of Overseas 
Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basinghall 
Street, London, E.C. 2. 

It will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders 
is limited, and this intimation will therefore be of use only 
to firms having agents in the Commonwealth who can be 
instructed by cable. 
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H.M. Trade Commissioner at Sydney has forwarded 
copies of specifications and tender forms in connection with 
calls for tenders by the New South Wales Government 
Railways and Tramways, as follows :—- 

(1) THREE-PHASE INDUCTION MOPORS.—Up to noon 
on 27th August, for the manufacture, supply, and delivery 
of three-phase induction motors. (Specification No. 508.) 

(2) DIRECT CURRENT MOTORS.—Up to noon on 10th 
September, for the manufacture and delivery of direct 
current motors. (Specification No. 507.) 

Sealed tenders, on the proper forms, will be received 
by the Chief Commissioner for Railways and Tramways, 
Phillip Street, Sydney, N.S.W. 

Tenders must be accompanied by a deposit on the follow- 
ing scale: £5 tor tenders not exceeding £200; £10 for 
tenders over £200 but not exceeding £500; £15 for tenders 
over £500 but not exceeding £1,000; £20 for tenders over 
£1,000 but not exceeding £2,000; and 1 per cent. of the 
value of the offer if above £2,000. 

Copies of the specifications, conditions and forms of 
tender, etc., may be obtained from the othce of the 
Electrical Engineer, New South Wales Government Rail- 
ways and Tramways, 61, Hunter Street, Svdney, N.S.W., on 
payment tor each copy of 2s. 6d. 

The above-mentioned copies of specifications, etc., may be 
consulted by United Kingdom manufacturers of the goods 
mentioned at the Enquiry Office of the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

It will be ohserved that the time for the receipt of tenders 
is limited, and this intimation will therefore be of use only 
to firms having agents in the Commonwealth who can be 
instructed hy cable. 


ee 


AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND. 

ELECTRICAL LINES, CUTLERY, SPORTING GOODS, 
ETC.—A New Zealand agent, who is working in conjunc- 
tion with his brother at Sydney, is at preseni in this country, 
and desires to secure the agencies tor Australia and New 
Zealand, for manufacturers of electrical lines (lamps, con- 
duits, switches, utensils, etc.), stainless cutlery, golf goods, 
fishing tackle, toys, etc., for which he states there is a good 
demand. (Reference No. 148.) 

Replies should be addressed to the 
Overseas Trade. 


Department of 


BRITISH INDIA, BURMA, CEYLON AND THE 
FAR EAST, 

RUGS, WOOLLEN GOODS, ETC.—A British travelling 
agent of 14 vears’ experience wishes to obtain agencies in 
sritish India, Burma, Ceylon, Straits Settlements, federated 
Malay States, and China, for the following lines :—Lustre 
and seal rugs, woollen and cotton-fringed rugs, woollen goods 
of all kinds, felt hats, and hosiery of all kinds. (Reference 
No. 149.) 








Replies should be addressed to the Department of 
Overseas Trade. 
BRITISH EAST AFRICA. | 


MACHINERY, ROOFING MATERIAL, PAINTS, 
SEEDS, ETC.—A Director of an export company is_ pro- 
ceeding to Nairobi within the next few months, with the 
intention ot opening a branch house for the handling of 


agencies in the following lines:—Agricultural machinery, 
steam and oil engines, water-power engines, roofing 


material, fencing wire, paint and varnish, fruit and 
vegetable preserving plant, agriculture and garden seeds, 
and pumps. Only one article of each description will be 
handled. 

In this connection United Kingdom manufacturers 
interested should communicate at once with ‘the Secretary, 
Statistical and Information Department, London Chamber 
ot Commerce, 97, Cannon Street, London, E.C. 4. 





CANADA. 
BILLIARD TABLE CLOTH AND ACCESSORIES.— 


A manufacturers’ agent at Toronto desires to represent, on 
commission, United Kingdom suppliers of billiard table cloth 
and billiard table accessories, for the Dominion of Canada. 
He is reported to have had considerable experience of the 
trade and to have a good connection. (Reference No. 150.) 

MEN’S FURNISHINGS AND DRY GOODS.—A manu- 
facturers’ agent at Calgary desires to obtain agencies for 
United Kingdom manufacturers of men’s furnishings and 
dry goods. tor sale, on commission, in the Provinces of 
Alberta and British Columbia. (Reference No. 151.) 

TOOL STEEL, CHAINS, BRASS TUBING, ETC.—A 
manufacturers’ agent in Toronto, with a good connection 
among contracting firms and engineering shops in Canada, 
desires to obtain agencies for United Kingdom manufac- 
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turers of tool steel, high-speed steel, chains, cables, rolled 
brass and brass tubing, for sale, on commission, throughout 
the Dominion. (Reference No. 152.) 

ROLLED STEEL SECTIONS, PLATES, RODS, STEEL 
CASTINGS.—An engineer in Toronto, with an intimate 
knowledge of the steel construction business in Canada, de- 
sires to obtain agencies for United Kinydom manufacturers of 
rolled steel sections, plates, billets steel castings, steel sash- 
ing, and reinforcing rods for concrete, tor sale on commission, 
throughout the whole Dominion. (Reference No. 153.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of 
Overseas Trade. 

ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE OF HIGH 
COMMISSIONER FOR CANADA. 

The following enquiries have been received at the Office 
of the High Commissioner for Canada, 19, Victoria Street, 
London, 8.W.1. All replies should be sent direct to the 
foregoing address. 

WOOLLEN GOODS.—A Canadian merchant seeks agen- 
cies for United Kingdom manufacturers of cloth and other 
woollen goods, The enquirer is at present in Paris, but will 
shortly arrive in England. 

SANITARY EARTHENWARE.—A Toronto firm ask for 
names of sanitary earthenware manufacturers in the United 
Kingdom. 

CANADIAN TRADE COMMISSIONER’S” e 
ENQUIRIES. 

The following enyuiries have been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2, whence further in- 
formation may be obtained :— 

SANITARY EARTHENWARE GOODS.—A Toronto firm 
wishes to hear from United Kingdom manufacturers ot 
sanitary earthenware goods, such as closets, lavatories, baths, 
sinks, etc., who can fill export orders. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR CANNED HERRINGS.—A 
New Brunswick firm, packing canned herrings in two varie- 
ties, plain and spiced, offer these goods for export, and 
would be glad to hear from United Kingdom importers. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR VARIOUS SAWS.—A Cana- 
dian company, manufacturing a variety of saws, including 
crosscut, hand, butchers’, buck, back, compass, and a 
speciality made from vanadium steel, etc., are in a good 
position to make delivery of export orders, and invite 
enquiries from United Kingdom buyers. A price list is 
available. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR ELECTRIC POCKET LAMPS, 
TORCHES, ETC.—A Canadian company, manufacturing 
electric pocket lamps, torches and similar specialities, and 
also dry cells, ask to be placed in communication with 
United Kingdom importers. 








NEW ZEALAND. 

ELECTRICAL SUNDRIES, COPPER WIRE, ETC.—A 
firm of indentors and mercantile agents in Auckland, who 
claim to have done a considerable business in electrical goods, 
desire to secure agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers 
of electrical sundries, copper wires (insulated and flexible), 


etc. (Reference No. 154.) 
RAZORS, PIPES, HAIRDRESSERS’ SUPPLIES 


(CATALOGUES WANTED).—H.M. Trade Commissioner’s 
Office in Wellington reports that a well-known tobacconist in 
that city is desirous of obtaining catalogues and price lists 
from United Kingdom manufacturers of razors and sundries, 
pipes, and hairdressers’ supplies. (Reference No. 155.) | 

Replies should be addressed to the Department oi 
Overseas Trade. 

TENDERS INVITED FOR STEAM TURBO-ALTERNA- 
TOR.—H.M. Trade Commissioner in New Zealand reports 
that tenders are invited by the Invercargill Borough Council, 
through their agents, Messrs. William Coward and Co., Ltd., 
of 100, Bishopsgate, London, E.C. 2, for the supply, delivery, 
and erection of a 1,000 kw. 3,300 volt steam turbo-alternator, 
with surface condensing plant and switclgear. 

Tenders will close with Messrs. Coward and Co., on the 
24th July. 

As time is the essence of the contract the Council are 
srepared to supply copies of plans and specifications, and 
all particulars, to responsible firms of electrical engineers in 
New Zealand, whese principals are in a position to tender 
for the complete contract. They may also be obtained from 
the Council’s agents, Messrs, William Coward and Co. (as 


above). 





SOUTH AFRICA. 

IRON, STEEL PLATES, FOODSTUFFS, ETC.—A firm 
of agents in Port Elizabeth are desirous of securing the 
agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of galvanized 
corrugated iron, galvanised flat iron, steel plates and 
girders, and allied lines, oilmen’s stores, and foodstuffs of 
all kinds. (Reference No. 156.) 
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HARDWARE, OILMEN’S STORES, ETC.—H.M. Trade 
{‘ommissioner at Cape Town reports that a local firm, with a 
wide knowledge of South African business, desire to secure 
additional agencies, for the Union, of United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of hardware, oilmen’s stores, paints and colours. 
{Reference No. 157.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of 
Overseas Trade. 





EUROPE. 


AUSTRIA (Occupied Territory). | 

COALS, JUTE, COTTON, COFFEE, FERTILIZERS, 
PARAFFIN.—A firm of traders in Trieste wish to enter into 
communication with British export firms who are anxious 
to ship the above-mentioned materials to Trieste. (Reference 
No. 158.) 

feplies should be addressed to the Department of 
Overseas Trade. 








BELGIUM. 4 

BELTING AND AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY.—A 
firm of agents in Tirlemont desire to be put into touch with 
United Kingdom manufacturers of machinery, belting, and 
agricultural machinery, (Reference No. 159.) _ . 

MACHINE TOOLS.—An agent at Liege desires to obtain 
an agency, with depot, for the sale of machine tools for all 
kinds of industries and factories. The enquirer has a whole- 
sale business, supplying Government arsenals, railways, and 
other public works, and many large industrial firms. 
(Reterence Neo. 160.) 

COFFEE.—A member of the Antwerp Coffee Brokers’ 
Syndicaie desires to represent British coffee exporters. The 
enquirer has been, for 25 years, head of a department in an 
important wholesale grocery firm in Antwerp, and has good 
connections among Belgian coffee brokers. (Reference 
No. 161.) 

ELECTRICAL APPARATUS AND MATERIALS, ETC. 
—<A retail firm in Huy, with extensive industrial and agri- 
cultural relations, are desirous of representing United King- 
doni manutacturers for the sale of ail kinds of electrical 
apparatus and materials, medical apparatus and medical 
electrical apparatus, gas and benzine engines, mechanical 
and electrical agricultural implements, scientific apparatus, 
telephones, bell fittings, etc. (Reterence No. 162.) 

BREWERS’ SUNDRIES AND GENERAL GROCERIES, 
ETC.—A firm in “Antwerp are desirous of securing an 
agency for a United Kingdom exporter of brewers’ sundries, 
caramel, flucox, clarifying substances, general groceries, dry 
goods, etc. (Reference No. 163.) 

FOODSTUFFS.—A Belgian enquirer desires a general or 
sole agency for a United Kingdom firm exporting foodstuffs, 


‘and is prepared to give guarantees up to 4,000 francs. The 


enquirer has had seven years’ commercial experience in 
Brussels, and during the war was employed in the Belgian 
Supply Service. (Reference No. 164.) 

teplies should be addressed to the Department of 
Overseas Trade. 





CZECHO-SLOVAKIA. 

TEA, COFFEE, SPICES, JAMAICA RUM, AND OTHER 
COLONIAL GOODS.—A commission agent in Prague, who is 
acquainted with first-rate commercial houses in that city, 
Wishes to represent British firms exporting the above- 
mentioned goods. (Reference No. 165.) 

H.M. Chargé d’ Affaires, Prague, reports the receipt of the 
following enquiries : — 

COTTON AND WOOLLEN YARNS, ETC.—A large firm 
of spinners in Prague, whose factories are not working, owing 
to lack of raw material, wish to obtain agencies for United 
Kingdom manufacturers of cotton and woollen yarns, and 
also of textiles. (Reference No. 166.) 

FOODSTUFFS AND DRUGS.—A merchant of some stand- 
ing in Czecho-Sloyakia wishes to act as agent to British 
firms who are prepared to export foodstuffs and drugs to that 
country. (Reference No. 167.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of 
Overseas Trade. 

FRANCE. 

ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING.—An agent at Pessac 
(Gironde) desires to obtain the representation of a United 
Kingdom firm of electrical manufacturing engineers for the 
Pessac district. (Reference No. 168.) 

TEXTILES.—A British subject at Marseilles, who is com- 
mencing business as an agent in Marseilles, wishes to obtain 
agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers, preferably for 
textiles, cotton and woollen goods, general drapery lines, 
ete., of which he claims to have a good knowledge. (Reference 
No. 169.) ; 

H.M. Consul-General in Paris reports the receipt of the 
following enquiry —_— 





IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE —continued. 
CABINETMAKERS’ REQUISITES.—A firm in Paris 


seek agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers, for the 
sale in Paris for all kinds of materials and accessories for the 
furniture and cabinetmaking trade, such as drills for 
mattresses, cloth and tissues for furniture of all kinds, 
vegetable and animal fibres, springs, nails, cords, strings, 
wools, kapok, feathers, flock, and brass and iron bedsteads 
and spring mattresses. The firm state that they would like 
to have a depot for such goods in Paris. (Reference No. 170.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department ot 
Overseas Trade. 











FRANCE—AUSTRIA. 

ALIMENTARY PRODUCTS; COLONIAL PRODUCE.— 
An agent in Mulhouse desires to obtain agencies for Alsace- 
Lorraine and some parts of Austria for United Kingdom 
firms dealing in alimentary products and colonial produce. 
(Reterence No. 171.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department ot 
Overseas Trade. 

GREECE. 

COLONIAL GOODS, SODAS, METALS, ETC.—A firm. 
established in Pirzeus, desire to enter into business relations 
with British firms dealing in the following goods :—Colonial 
goods, cereals, provisions in general, sodas, sulphate of 
copper, paints, metals, industrial and agricultural imple- 
ments, rope, wire hawsers, and ship chandlery. (Reference 
No. 172.) 

COLONIAL PRODUCE.—An importing firm in Athens, 
transacting a large business in colonial produce (spices, tea, 
coffee, rice, sugar, gunnies, etc.), desire to enter into com- 
mercial relations with firms who are specialists in their 
respective lines, with offices 4n London and_ preferably 
members of the Produce Exchange, who are in a position to 
ship goods direct from port of origin to Greece. (Reference 
No. 173.) | 

METALS, TEXTILES, CROCKERY, ETC.—A business 
house in Athens desires to represent United Kingdom firms 
exporting the following goods:—Meta!s in general, bar 
iron and steel, steel and iron for reinforced concrete work, 
copper in plates, bars and tubes, bronze in plates, bars and 
tubes, bar tin, galvanized iron sheets (corrugated and flat), 
etc., nail telegraph and steel wire; textiles and piece-goods, 
cotton and woollen dress materials; crockery and 
pottery, glassware, hosiery, stationery and packing papers, 
hessians, sacks, ropes, etc., beds, and Colonial and chemical] 
products. (Reference No. 174.) 

SHEFFIELD CUTLERY, SOAP, AND WOOLLEN 
PIECE-GOODS.—An agent in Athens wishes to represent 
Sheffield cutlery firms and a house exporting household 
soap, and also woollen piece-goods. (Reference No. 175.) 

TEXTILES, PAPER, CHEMICALS, ETC.—A firm in 
Athens wishes to represent reliable United Kingdom firms 
exporting textiles, hosiery, and underwear, paper, chemicals 
and colonial products. (Reference No. 176.) 

GALVANISED STEEL BARRELS (CATALOGUES 
DESIRED).—A bank in Athens requires catalogues from 
United Kingdom firms making galvanised steel barrels for 
alcohol, welded throughout if possible. (Reference No. 177.) 

ENGINES, ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES, MACHINE 
TOOLS, METALS, ETC.—Another agent in Athens wishes 
io represent United Kingdom firms manufacturing and ex- 
porting the following articles:—Crude oil engines 
(stationary), marine engines of all kinds and types, auto- 
mobiles, electrical-power motors, dynamos and all kinds of 
electrical supplies; machine tools, such as lathes, drill 
presses, planers, shapers, grinding machines, vices, anvils. 
emery wheels, files, screwdrivers, etc.; sewing machines. 
wire and wire products, metals. of all kinds in bars and 
sheets, window glass and glass products, leather and skins, 
paints, hardware, shoes, etc. (Reference No. 178.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of 
Overseas Trade. 








ITALY. 

TEXTILES.—A firm, having opened an agency business 
in Turin, are prepared to take up the selling agency, for 
the whole of Italy, or to act as representatives for Pied- 
mont, Lombardy, and Veneto, for important United King- 
dom manufacturers of woollen, cotton, silk, and printed 
linen goods, etc. The firm claim to have a thorough know- 
ledge of these lines and to be in a position to do good 
business. (Reference No, 179.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department ,of 
Overseas Trade. 


ENQUIRIES AT BRITISH CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE FOR ITALY. 
The following enquiries for agencies for United Kingdom 
manufacturers and exporters from persons and firms in Italy 
have been received at the British Chamber of Commerce 
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tor Italv, 7, Via Carlo Felice, Genoa. 
egarding the enquiries should be sent to the 
the Chamber, as above:— 

WATER AND GAS PIPES; BOILER TUBES.—.A 
mechanical engineer at Cagliari (Sardinia) would accept 
an agency for cast-iron and steel water pipes,galvanised 
water and gas pipes, and boiler tubes. (1,698.) 

HEAVY CHEMICALS, PHARMACEUTICAL PRO- 
DUCTS, DYES, ETC.—A Genoa agent would represent 
manufacturers and exporters of heavy chemicals, pharma- 
ceutical products, aniline dyes, waxes, gums, oils, glues, 
drugs, wood pulp, and colonial produce. (1,700.) 

PAINTS, TANNING MATERIALS, FERTILISERS, 
ETC.—An agent at Genoa seeks agencies for paints and 
varnishes, tanning materials, fertilisers, lubricating oils, 
caustic soda, and drugs. (1,701). 

STEEL, IRON, COAL, ETC.—A merchant at Genoa 
would handle on commission :—Steel, iren, steel wire ropes, 
coal, timber, jute, colonia] produce, ete. (1,702.) 

DYESTUFFS, CHEMICALS AND TEXTILES.—A 
(;enoa merchant would represent, on commission, manutfac- 
turers and exporters of dyestults, chemicals, and textile 
materials. (1,707.) 

TEXTILES.—A Turin firm wishes to represent manutac- 
turers of piece-goods, linings, fancy prints, muslin, ete. 
(1,708.) 

FOODSTUFFS, PLECE-GOODS, HIDES, ETC.—-A firm 
at Chieti would handle the following goods, on commission : 
Yoodstuffs, piece-goods, hides, leather, skins, etc. (1,709. ) 

BISCUITS, COCOA, MACHINERY, ETC.—A Turin 
agent seeks connections with manufacturers and exporters 
of biscuits, cocoa, cocoa beans, sweets, baking machinery, 
chocolate-making machinery, glass articles for confectioners, 
ete. (1,713.) 


Secretary of 


HOSIERY, GLOVES, SWEATERS, ETC.—A Turin 
agent seeks agencies for manufacturers of hosiery, gloves, 
sweaters, handkerchiets, cotton  piece-goods, buttons, 


chemicals, etc. (1, 714, ) 

CHEMICALS AND COLOURS.—A Genoa firm seeks con- 
nections with large manufacturers of chemicals and colours. 
(1.716.) 

RAW COTTON, COTTON WASTE, OILS, BELTING.— 
An ex-textile manufacturer wishes for agencies for raw 
cotton, cotton waste, wool, mineral oil, castor oil, belting, 
textile machinery, dves and chemicals, for textile industry. 
( 1.718.) 

HOUSEHOLD ARTICLES, TRON MONGERY, 
MACHINERY, ETC.—A firm of agents at Florence are 
seeking agencies for household articles, ironmongery, haber- 
dashery, typewriters, machinery, and accessories, and raw 
materials. (1,721.) 

REFRACTORY MATERIAL. renoa company seek 
connections for fire bricks and refractory material in general. 
(1723.) | 

PIECE-GOODS, WATERPROOF, ETC.—An agent at 
Chiavari (near Genoa) would handle, on commission, cotton, 
woollen and silk piece-goods, waterproofs, etc. (1,727.) 

WOOL, COTTON, PIECE-GOODS, ETC.—A Genoa com- 
mission merchant wishes to secure agencies for wool (raw), 
cotton, piece-goods, aniline dves, textile machinery, ete. 
(1.729.) 

PLATE GLASS, MIRRORS, CHINA GOODS, ETC.—A 
firm of manultacturers at Alessandria seek agencies for plate- 





glass, mirrors, china goods, travelling bags, fittings for 
hotels, private houses, tea rooms, etc; sporting articles 
(1.731.) 

MOTOR CARS, TRUCKS, AGRICULTURAL 
MACHINERY, ETC.—A Turin firm wish fo obtain agen- 
cies tor motor cars, trucks (tractors and trailers), farm 
tractors and agricultural machinery and implemenis. 


fertilisers, chemicals, tyres, leather for industrial use. oils 
and greases, lubricants, etc. (1.732.) 
PLECE-GOODS, TOYS AND COLOURS.—A firm of 


agents at, Genoa are open to take up agencies for piece- 
goods, toys and colours. (1,734.) 

[Note.-—United Kingdom manufacturers and exporters Of 
the above-mentioned goods, desirous of appointing agents ID 
Italy, and interested in the foregoing enquiries, should 
address the Secretary, British Chamber of Commerce for 
Italy, 7, Via Carlo Felice, Genoa, quoting the relative num- 
ber in brackets. ] 











NETHERLANDS. 

H.M. Consul-General at Rotterdam reports receipt of the 
following enaniry : 

GRINDING “M AC HINERY AND MINING AND 
MACHINE TOOLS.—A firm at the Hague wish to repre- 
sent United Kingdom manufacturers of grinding wheels 
and machinery, drills, files, and small mining and machine 
tools. (Reference No. 180.) 

H.M. Commercial Secretary at The Hague reports the 
receipt of the following enquiry: — ; 


All communications 


IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 





PROVISIONS, HIDES AND SKINS.-—An agent at 
Rotterdam wishes tor epresent United Kingdom firms de: aling 
in fresh or preserved provisions, and also in hides and skins. 
(Reference No. 181.) 

Replies should be 
Overseas Trade. 


addressed to the Department of 





NETHERLANDS, DUTCH COLONIES, BELGIUM, 
MACHINERY.—A Dutch technical engineering firm, with 
a branch office in Antwerp, desire to obtain the representa- 
tion of United Kingdom manufactyrers of mining, electrical 
and other types of machinery. (Reference No. 182. 
Reples should be addressed to the Department otf 
Overseas Trade. 





PORTUGAI. 

ENGINEERING REQUISITES.-—A firm of general com- 
mission agents in Lisbon wishes to represent United Kingdom 
manufacturers of all classes of machinery, iron and steel, 
machine tools, gas engines, boilers, and general engineering 
requisites. (Reference No. 183.) 

Rephes should be addressed 
Overseas Trade. 


to the Department of 





ROU AANIA. 

CHEMICALS AND DRUGS.—A commission agent in 
Bucharest desires to enter into business relations with 
United Kingdom manufacturers of chemicals and drugs, 
with a view to representing them in Roumania. (Reference 
No. 184.) 

Replies should be 
Overseas Trade. 


addressed to the Department of 





SCANDINAVIA AND FINLAND. 
FOODSTUFFS.—An_ old-established firm of general 


merchants in Copenhagen wish to get into touch with British 


firms desirous of exporting to Scandinavia and [inland. The 
firm are willing to buy all kinds of foods tor their own 


account or on commission. They would accept a sole agenvy, 


(Reterence No. 185.) 





Replies should be addressed to the Department of 
Overseas Trade. 
SPAIN. | | 
INDUSTRIAL ACCESSORIES, ETC.; COLONIAL 


PRODUCE.—The British Vice-Consul, Algeciras, reports 
that a firm in that town desires to get into touch with 
British firms, exporting industrial accessories, lubricating 
oils and drugs, and with British firms importing Colonial 
produce. (Reference No. 186.) 

Replies should be addressed 
Overseas Trade. 


to the Department of 





SWEDEN. 

CHEMICALS, TIN PLATES AND PIG-IRON.—A firm 
of steamship owners, brokers, forwarding agents, etc., at 
Carlstad, wish to represent, preferably as sole agents, on a 
commission basis, United Kingdom manufacturers or, fail- 
ing manufacturers, exporters of chemicals (particularly 
those used in pulp and paper-making), tin plates, and pig- 
iron. (Reference No. 187.) 

Replies should be addressed 
Overseas Trade. 


to the Department of 





SWITZERLAND. 

COTTON AND WOOLLEN PIECE-GOODS, UNDER- 
WEAR, ETC.—An agent at Zurich desires to secure agencies 
for United Kingdom manufacturers of cotton and woollen 
piece-goods, and woollen underwear. (Reference No. 188.) _ 

Re plies should he addressed to the Department of 
Overseas Trade. 





AFRICA. 





MOROCCO. 

COTTON GOODs.—A firm in Mogador wish to represent 
United Kingdom fitms dealing in the following cotton goods : 
Zephyrs, longcloths, prints, blues, and drapery goods, ete. 
(Reference No. 189.) 

Replies should he 
Overseas Trade. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


MACHINERY AND APPARATUS FOR OIL WELL 
DRILLING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, ICE-MAKING, 
ETC.—A firm of agents in San Francisco desire to repr -esent, 
in California, U nited Kingdom manufacturers of machinery 
and apparatus for oil well drilling, electric lighting, 1¢e€ 


addressed to the Department of 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continusa 





making, and sand blasting: drag saws, farm tractors, and 
allied lines, for which they state there is a large demand it 
produced at competitive prices. (Reference No. 190.) 

teplies should be addressed to the Department « 
Overseas Trade. 


LATIN AMERICA. 


f 








IL 
i Gonsul at Pernambuco reports the receipt or the 
following enquiry :— 

AGENT’S SERVICES OFFERED.—A British subject, 
for several years employed in a British utility company at 
Pernambuco, is desfrous of acting as an importer ot 
United Kingdom goods and commission agent; he would 
like to get into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers. 
(Reference No. 191.) 





CHILE. _ — f 
MANCHESTER COTTON GOODS, BRADFORD 
WOOLLENS, ETC.—The British partner of an Anglo- 


Chilean firm of import merchants, who is at present in Eng- 
land, wishes to arrange agencies for Manchester cotton 
goods, Bradford woollens, Irish linen, steel and metal pro- 
ducts, and heavy chemicals and drugs. (Reference No. 192.) 
WOOLLEN AND COTTON  PIECE-GOODS.—The 
principal of an Anglo-Chilean firm in Santiago, who pre- 
viously represented a large German house in Chile, is now in 
this country, and wishes to place orders and arrange agencies 
for woollen and cotton piece-goods. (Reference No. 193.) 
Replies should be addressed to the Department of Over- 





seas Trade. 





ARGENTINA. 


GOODS IN DEMAND.—The following list of materials 
required by manufacturers, etc., in Argentina has been 
received from the Argentine Legation in London :— 


Anhydrous ammonia. 

Aniline. 

Arsenic in powder. 

Axles for vehicles. 

Bags for refined sugar. 

Candle wicks. 

Carbide of calcium. 

Card clothing for carding 
machinery, for spinning 
mills. 

Caustic soda for various in- 
dustries, 
manufacturing soap. 

Coal tar oil. 

Commercial carbo'ic acid. 

Cream of tartar. 

(rystalised chloride of tin. 

Defibring machinery. 

Kmery stones. 

Endless and circular saws for 
saw mills. 

Ferro-manganese and ferro- 
silicon for casting steel. 

Filter cloths tor presses. 

Fusible p'ugs. 

Galvanised iron wire for 
weaving. 

Galvanised tanks for alcohol. 

Gum lac. 

Heavy plates and sheets of 
iron (all of larger size 
than manufactured in the 
country). 

High-tension cables. 

Hosiery needles. 

Iron beams, rounds, squares, 
angles. 

Tron sheeting for enamel- 
hing. 

Iron sheets for riveted pipes 
and tubes. 

Kentucky tobacco. 

Klingerit rings, 

Knives. 

‘* Lacets.’ 

Linen bags for flour. 

Machinery and spare parts, 
and dyes and dressing, for 
bootmaking. 

Machinery for carding and 
drawing fibres. 

Material for constructing 
crushers. 


, 


especially for 


Metallic filter cloth. 

Meters and static trans- 
formers for poWer stations, 

Motors and spare parts. 

Pig iron for casting. 

Pincers. 

Piping and accessories. 

Piping for steam and water, 
with valves. 

Polish. 

Pulp for paper. 

Pure tin in ingots. 

Rabbit skins for 
hats. 

Refractory material. 

Rotary converters. 

Rubber tyres. 

Satins and ribbons. 

Seamless steel boiler tubes. 

Sheet iron for making fur- 
naces, 

Spare parts for sugar mills. 

Special rubber sheets and 
helting for paper fac- 
tories, 

Special wire for stretching 
or drawing. 

Spinning machinery. 


making 


Spring steel for making 
punches. 
Springs. 
Spun cotton goods (yarns 


and threads). 

Steam regulating valves. 

Steels. 

Steel sheeting for tanks and 
boilers. 

Steel wheels for trucks and 
springs for axle boxes. 

Steel wire for springs. 

Sulphate of a’jumina. 

Sulphur, in tubes. 

Tanners’ machinery and 
spare parts. 

Tinplate machinery. 

Tinplates. 

Tool steel. 

Whalebone and steel and 
other accessories for cor- 
sets. 

Wire for nails. 

‘“< Woodite.”’ 

Wood stains. 


Replies should be addressed to the Argentine Legation in 
London, 2. Palace Gate, London, W. 8. 
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Shipping and Docks. 


NEW ZEALAND. 


ACCOMMODATION OF COAL AND OLL AT 
AUCKLAND. 


A Report upon a recent visit to Canadian and American 
ports, especially in relation to modern systems of handling 
coal and oil, and also harbour, canal, and river improve- 
ments, has been presented to the Auckland Harbour Board 
by the engineer. The following recommendations are made 
in connection with Auckland :— 

l. That if the Board should decide upon a policy to 
provide a modern coaling station at Auckland, it should 
consult with the Admiralty and all interests affected, ascer- 
tain what would best suit all requirements, and proceed with 
a definite scheme, 

2. That if the Board should decide to make provision for 
oil storage and supply, the Admiralty and all companies and 
firms interested should be consulted, and some approved 
policy followed. 

3. That the Board should at once complete and equip the 
Central Wharf. 

4. That the construction and equipment of Hobson Wharf 
should follow as soon as possible. 

5. That negotiations begun prior to the war with the 
British Admiralty respecting a large naval dock should be 
completed, and the work be proceeded with as soon as 
possible. 

6. That the eastern breakwater should be constructed. 

¢. That reclamation walls to receive spoil from dredging 
should be continued at once, and quays continued along 
those frontages. 

8. That the area between Hobson Wharf and Freeman’s 
Bay should be reclaimed as soon as may be convenient. 

9. That Freeman’s Bay should be roaded at once. 

The first two matters have already been submitted to thie 
British Admiralty. 











PORTUGAL. 





PORT IMPROVEMENTS AT OPORTO AND 
LEIXOES. 


Plans for the improvement of the facilities of the poris of 
Uporto and Leixoes, which were suspended on account of 
the war, are again being discussed, and it is probable that 
definite action will soon be taken in the matter. These plans 
comprise the construction of docks and warehouse and the 
cnlargement and improvement of the port of Leixoes, be- 
sides the construction of quays, warehouses, and other build- 
ings, and the installation of cranes, ete., along the River 
Douro at Oporto. 

The construction and management of ports at Leixoes and 
Oporto is under the control of the Junta Autonoma das 
Imstalacoes Maritimas do Porto, a committee composed of 16 
members appointed by the central Government in Lisbon. 
This committee has been authorised to raise two loans for 
the construction of docks and port works at Leixoes, and for 
the construction of quays, warehouses, etc., at Oporto. 
Shortly before the beginning of the war a part of the Leixoes 
loan was raised, and work begun. It is now the intention 
of the committee to raise the remainder of the loan and 
the amount authorised for the work at Oporto. The plans 
for the improvements at Leixoes have already been approved 
by the Government. 

It is not yet known whether public advertisement will be 
made for tenders. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
NEW YORK AND SAN FRANCISCO RIVALRY. 


Some dissatisfaction has been expressed in shipping circles 
at some of the American ports with the continued diver- 
sion of traffiic—rendered necessary during the war—from its 
natural channels. Pacific Coast interests have been seriously 
alarmed at the advantage New York has gained as a Trans- 
Pacific shipping point (on account of high trans-continental 
railway rates). Again, the ports of Texas have alleged 
that discrimination in favour of New Orleans has been 
exercised against them. 

With regard to the former, the situation is summarised 
briefly by H.M. Consul-General at San Francisco: — 

Prior to 24th June, 1918, there were in effect a number 
of export and import rates applying from and to the Eastern 
portion of the United States via Pacific ports on trans- 
Pacific business. On 24th June these rates were withdrawn 
hy the Railway Administration on the ground of war 
emergency. Some commodities were subsequently put back 
on a very much higher basis. During the period from 24th 
June to the signing of the Armistice, ship tonnage was so 
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SHIPPING AND DOCKS—continued. 





scarce that, notwithstanding the high rates in force, prac- 
tically all of the trans-Pacific commerce was handled through 
the Pacific Coast ports. Shortly after llth November, 
however, ocean freight rates began to decline, and it was 
seen that unless the export and import rates were restored 
commerce would very shortly be diverted to the Atlantic 
via Panama Canal. 

The San Francisco Chamber of Commerce, in January, 
called a meeting of all exporters and importers. It was 
determined to recommend the restoration of the entire list 
of import and export rates as they existed prior to 24th 
June, 1918, and a petition to that effect was forwarded to 
the Director of the Railroad Administration. <A_ partial 
reduction in rates on certain commodities was then an- 
nounced, but the dissatisfaction continues as the new rates 
do not nearly restore the pre-war situation. 

CoMPARATIVE TARIFFS. 

A comparative statement, prepared by the traffic depart- 
ment of the Chamber of Commerce, giving the rates under 
the new export tariff on articles in carload lots from various 
points of manufacture to the Orient, through the ports of 
San Francisco and New York, shows a difference in favour 
of New York of from 90 cents per ton on iron articles from 
Pittsburgh, 2:30 dols. on soda ash from Syracuse, N.Y., 
2-90 dols. on railway equipment trom Pittsburgh, Pa., 7-90 
dols. on agricultural implements from Cleveland, O., and 
many others, to 28-90 dols. per ton on automobiles from 
Buffalo, N.Y. | 

The Chairman of the San Francisco Committee on 
organisation of a Pacific Coast Foreign Trade League 
estimates that San Francisco is giving up to the port of New 
York every month 5,000,000 dols. in profits on Pacific trade 
that ought to come through San Francisco. 

CoMPARATIVE STATISTICS OF TRAFFIC. 

Comparative figures of exports in February to four 
principal countries show the great expansion in business 
through the port of New York, as compared with the small 
gain through the port of San Francisco :— 

. Feb. 1919. Feb. 1918. Feb. 1919. Feb. 1918. 
From N.Y. From N.Y. FromS.F. Froms.f. 

Dols. Dols. Dols. Dols. 
SS eee 4,243,373 561,678 1,510,118 1,136,762 
British India 6,190,090 = 1,299,295 918,928 809 ,633 
6,555,668 1,280,169 7,541,654 8,732,807 
3,704,679 385,040 2,928,831 1,042,086 


San Francisco AND SEATTLE. 
There is keen rivalry between San Francisco and Seattle 
as trans-Pacific shipping ports. Statistics of the Seattle 
Customs district are claimed by San Francisco to be mis- 
leading when compared with those of San Francisco Customs 
district. The Customs district of San Francisco includes 
only three ports, viz., San Francisco, including Oakland, 
Eureka and Port San Luis, of which only San Francisco is 
engaged in foreign trade. The Customs district of Seattle 
comprises twenty ports, including Seattle, Aberdeen, Ana- 
cortes, Bellingham, Blaine, Chopaka, Danville, Everett, 
Ferry, Friday Harbour, Laurier, Molsom, Northport, Port 
Angeles, Port Townsend, Roche Harbour, South Bend, 
Spokane, Sumas, and Tacoma. Some of the ports included 
in the returns are from 50 to 450 miles from Seattle. Follow- 
ing are the comparative figures of exports and imports of 
Seattle proper and San Francsico for the year 1919:— 


Countries. 


Japan ...... 
Australia 


Imports. Exports. Total. 

Dols. Dols. Dols. 
ee 215,198,466 191,281,673 406,480,139 
San Francisco 245,524,209 210,562,365 456,086,574 


The Trathic Manager for the San Francisco Harbour Board 
states that the charges on cargo at Puget Sound ports are 
36 vents a ton, and in San Francisco but 20 cents, and that 
the total charges to ships, railroads, and cargoes at 
Northern ports are 1:50 dols. per ton, while in San Fran- 
cisco the total is but 1:25 per ton. There is, however, a 
difference in pilotage in favour of Puget Sound amounting 
to 220 dols. for a 5,000 ton ship in and out. 

At San Francisco and other California ports the present 
rates are about as follows :— 

Per ton. 
Dols. 
Movement between vessel’s sling and pile on 
wharf (to be borne by the vessel) .................. “45 
Movement between pile on wharf and the car (to 
be borne by the Railroad Administration) ...... “60 
Use of the wharf (on which 15 cents per ton is to be 
borne by the cargo, and 5 cents obtained for 
special assignments to 8.8. companies) ......... “20 


1-25 


No dockage nor rental is charged the vessel since Ist April. 
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Railways. 


MADAGASCAR. 
RAILWAY PROJECTS. 


_Three railways are at present being worked in Madagascar 
The line Antananarivo to Tamatave, with a branch starting 
trom Moramanga towards Lake Alaotra, and the line Antana. 
narivo to Antsirabé, which is still under construction. The 
railway, which links the capital of Grande-Ile with the coast 
is 369 kilometres in length, and that which iinks Antana- 
narivo to Antsirabé, the chief town of the province, 170 
kilometres from the capital, has only about 20 kilometres 
completed, The line Lake Alaotra to Moramanga, a form 
of light railway, is only about 100 kilometres in length. 
Prosectep RaILway To Masunca. 








The *‘Journal Officiel de Madagascar’’ of the 15th March 
published a Decree of the Governor-General, nominating a 
Comnussion with the object of surveying the route of a 
railway between the regions Lake Alaotra and the Port of 
Majunga, and laying down the financial conditions which 
are to guide this Commission. The projected railway seems 
destined to link the rich region round Lake Alaotra with 
the valley of lower Betsiboka and with Majunga, a natural 
outlet of the island towards the mainland. The colony will 
then have a railway communicating with the two ports of 
the island Tamatave, on the east coast, and Majunga on the 
west coast. 

In the instructions attached to the Decree mentioned, the 
Governor-General suggests that the survey should, as {ar 
as possible, make the projected railway line follow the line 
Lake Alaotra, Marovoay, to Majunga. The suggested route 
has the advantage of reducing the expenses of constructing 
and working the railway line to a minimum, but the com- 
mercial value would be diminished if the line is to run 
only through desert country. The Commission will not, in 
that case, try to serve the important centres of the popula- 
tion. This principle is, as a matter of fact, followed in all 
advanced countries, but in Madagascar, where, other than 
on the Central Plateau, villages are scattered, a method of 
linking them up would not give very good results. On the 
other hand, a railway which, as in North America, would 
create on its track centres about which native settlements 
would form, is the one needed. A further recommendation 
of the Governor-General states that due consideration must 
be paid to the agricultural value of the districts, the fertility 
of the soil, and the extent of the cultivation, and the 
possibilities of developing and improving those territories 
which can be cultivated. It will be necessary to look out for 
waterfalls, which can be utilised with a view to the possible 
electrification of the line, particularly in the sections which 
will have to climb rather steep slopes. Under these condi- 
tions the Commission will have to choose between the follow- 
ing three routes. The line going towards Marovoay and 
taking in the valleys of the Mahajamba and the Kamoro; 
the line passing to the west of Lake Alaotra and going to- 
wards Miarinarivo, and then towards the west in the direc- 
tion of Marovoay; and a line passing to the East of Lake 
Alaotra before going towards Miarinarivo and Marovoay. 

When the survey which this Commission proposes to make 
is published, it will then be possible to gauge the utility of 
the line Lake Alaotra to Majunga, which will form the 
nucleus of a railway going towards the north of the island. 
The dominant purpose of the railway Antananarivo to 
Antsirabé was not only to serve the region of Vakinakaratra, 
but also to allow the rapid export by modern means of the 
resources of the rich provinces of the Betsileo. For this 
reason it was expected that the line Antananarivo to Ant- 
sirabé would be prolonged as far as the sea coast towards . 
Mananjary or Farafangana, passing by Ambositra and 
Fianarantsoa. 

ProsecteD BeTsiLeo Raitway. 

On this subject ‘‘La Depeche Coloniale ’’ states that 
although a Commission has been sent by the Governor- 
General of Madagascar to survey the route of a railway 
linking up Lake Alaotra to Majunga, this does not suggest 
the abandonment of the previous project of a railway from 
Betsileo to the sea. The survey of an extension towards 
Majunga of a section of the railway from Moramanga to 
Lake Alaotra, through rich valleys which extend from the 
lake depression to Port Bergé, seems altogether justified, 
but this survey does not necessarily indicate that the Govern- 
ment of the Grande-Ile has decided to substitute this rail- 
way for that of Betsileo. The railway which is to link the 
southern part of the central plateau to the sea has been 
surveyed for several years, and there can be no doubt of its 
utility, and a Commission which inspected it in 1918 stated 
that the realisation of this project would be accomplished 
as quickly as possible. 

The Betsileo, a very rich country, with a thick and hard- 
working population, overflowing with natural products, will 
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RAILWAYS —continued. 





bear comparison with Imerina, which for the last 20 years, 
owing to the lack of cheap and rapid means of transport, has 
heen unable to export its products. 





MEXICO. 


’ROPOSED NEW RAILWAYS. 
(From H.M. Minister.) 








Mexico City. 

In the Presidential Decree convoking the Chambers for 
extraordinary Sessions, mention is made of the proposed 
construction of certain railways in various parts of the 
country. 

The preamble of the Bill points out that one of the 
most serious defects of the railway system consists in the 
fact that on the construction of the central system Joining 
the Capital of the Republic with the northern and southern 
frontiers, certain sections of the country which, from 
their natural wealth and for other reasons must be re- 
garded as very important, were virtually unconnected with 
the rest of the Republic. The Peninsulas of Lower Cali- 
fornia and Yucatan, and especially that part of the latter 
which forms the Territory of Quintana Roo are so badly 
served in regard to communication with the remainder ot 
the country, that the supervision and direct control of 
the Federal Authorities over those regions is rendered ex- 
ceedingly difficult, whilst their commercial relations with 
other parts of the Republic are insignificant, and their 
trade is carried on with foreign countries. 

As things are at present, the journey between the 
Capital of the Republic, and Payo Obispo, the Capital of 
the Territory of Quintana Roo, is very slow, difficult and 
expensive; communication with La Paz, Lower California, 
is in like condition, and in order to reach the principal 
towns in the northern part of Lower California, such as 
Mexicali, Tijaana, and Ensenada, it is necessary to tra- 
verse a considerable stretch of American Territory, which 
may involve serious difficulties for persons who desire to 
travel from the centre of the Republic to that district of 
Lower California. 

The natural wealth of this District, the north-eastern 
portion of which forms part of the so-called Imperial 
Valley, has only begun to be exploited within compara- 
tively recent years, and is held to be one of the first agri- 
cultural districts of the world, whilst the fecundity of the 
soil of Tabasco, and the rich forests of Quintana Roo, show 
that those regions have a great future before them as sources 
of wealth for the Republic. hence the necessity that they 
should be linked up with the centre of the country. 

THE BIxt. 

Art. 1. The Government are hereby authorized, either 
directly, with funds of the National Treasury, or through 
contractors, according to the existing laws, to construct 
the following railways: 

A. A line starting from a point between Magdalena and 
Hermosillo, Senora, and terminating at Ensenada, Lower 
California. 

B. Lines joining Peto, Yucatan, with Bacalar, and Peto 
with Santa Cruz, Quintana Roo, and 

C. A line joining Santa Lucrecia, Veracruz, with the 
State of Campeachy. 

Note: A concession for building this railway was granted 
to a British company in the time of President Diaz. 





SIAM. 


PROJECTED RAILWAYS. 
(From H.M. Acting Consul-General.) 
| BANGKOK. 

By a Decree promulgated on 7th May, the Department of 
State Railways, Siam, has been commanded to make arrange- 
ments for the construction of a railway to connect the towns 
of Patrieu Aran Pratet, a point close to the frontier 
separating Siam from Cambodia. 

Patrieu is situated on the Bangpakong River at a distance 
of about 40 miles to the east of Bangkok, with which it is 
already joined by a railroad of a gauge of one metre. The 
proposed extension of this line may not improbably be 
followed in due time by a corresponding expansion in the 
railway policy of the French authorities. A railway between 
Bangkok and Saigon via Patrieu, Battambong and Phnom- 
penh may thus be foreshadowed. 

Aran Pratet is over 80 miles distant as the crow flies from 
Patrieu. The new railway will, however, follow a slightly 
devious course. For the immediate present, steps will only 
be taken for effecting a final survey o1 the projected route. 
The Decree enjoins that this survey shall be completed with- 
in a period not exceeding two years from date. 





_ 
———_ 

















Minerals and Metals. 


AU STRALIA. 


LIMESTONE RESOURCES OF NEW SOUTH 
WALES. 

The great importance of the limestone industry to New 
South Wales is emphasised in a publication (No. 25) issued 
by the State Department of Mines. The value of the annual 
production of limestone and its products within the State 
has risen from an insignificant amount until now it exceeds 
£500,000, and ranks sixth in importance of the mineral 
industries of New South Wales. 

GROWTH OF THE INDUSTRY. 

This marked growth is due primarily to the rapid increase 
in the output ot Portland cement since the first modern 
plant, fitted with rotary kilns, was erected in 1901, the 
annual production having increased from about 10,000 tons 
in 1900 to approximately 130,000 tons in 1917. 

The methods adopted in New South Wales for the manu- 
facture of lime are, with few exceptions, according to this 
publication, the same as followed twenty-five years ago, and 
the industry has made but slight progress. The average 
annual production of lime for the past fifteen years was 
27,000 tons, varying from 18,000 tons in 1905, to 36,200 tons 
in 1914. 

Fhe total value of the marble raised in New South Wales 
prior to 1900 was only £2,657; since then the industry has 
become well established, and the total production to the end 
of 1917 was valued at £32,817, averaging approximately 
£2,000 per annum for the past five years. 

The quantity of limestone required for flux varies greatly 
and is dependent upon general mining conditions, which are 
subject to great fluctuations. In 1893—a boom year— 
130,635 tons were required for this purpose, whereas in 1899 
only 1,000 tons were used. The average annual production 
for the past fifteen years for fluxing was approximately 
44,000 tons. 











ScoPE OF THE REPORT. 


Inauiries as to the occurrences of limestone and dolomite, 
and their suitability for certain purposes, are constantly 
being made by the general public, and the object of this 
report is to make known the limestone resources of the 
State, the distribution, nature of occurrence, composition, 
and characteristics of all the known deposits, and to describe 
the present condition of the lime, cement, and marble 
industries, and the possibilities of their further development. 

The descriptions of the various ‘occurrences of limestone 
have, on account of their number, been confined to the 
extent of outcrop, dip, and strike of beds, and general 
characteristics of the stone. Where possible, the age of the 
deposit is given, but no attempt has been made to correlate 
the different horizons or give further geological details. 

ANALYSES. 

The numerous analyses given, except in specified cases, 
must, in view of the large areas represented by some of the 
samples, be taken only as indicative of the composition of 
the limestone in question. In the event of any of these 
deposits being commercially exploited for purposes where a 
uniform quality of limestone is imperative, more adequate 
bulk sampling, together with careful analytical tests of 
different bands or beds in the deposit, would, of course, be 
necessary. 

A copy of the publication may be consulted on application 
to the Department of Overseas Trade. 





COAL SITUATION AND MINERAL 
PRODUCTION IN NEW SOUTH WALES. 

Sydney, as the chief commercial entrepét of Australia, 
largely owes its position to the existence of the most valuable 
coal mines in Australia at its feet. The coal deposits, which 
are almost inexhaustible, extend 100 miles north, south, 
and west of Sydney—also under the bed of the Pacific 
Ocean to an undetermined extent. The coal is of the 
highest grade and suitable‘ for all purposes, such as gas 
making, coke making, household or factory purposes, and 
for bunkering steamers. 

Labour troubles in connection with the mining of coal are 
always existent, and one trouble is no sooner settled than 
another crops up. Two years ago the price of coal was, at 
the instance of the Government, put up three shillings per 
ton, which, of course, meant an increased hewing rate. 
Labour troubles have again arisen, and the Commonwealth 
Government has therefore intervened and announced its 
intention to take over the mines of New South Wales, and 
a proclamation has been issued to that effect. According 
to the Canadian Government Trade Commissioner at 
Sydney, there is much talk about ‘nationalisation,’ and 
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MINERALS AND METALS—continued. 





this action, of course, again resurrects such suppositions ; 
but what the ultimate end will be remains to be seen. 

The coal trade of the State has of course been consider- 
ably interrupted during the war period, foreign exporta- 
tion having almost entirely ceased owing to the cost and 
difficulty of obtaining freightage. Business relations with 
foreign buyers have, however, again been resumed, but 
labour troubles which are at present looming, appear as ii 
they would cause another interruption to trading relations. 

MINERAL OvtTect For 1918. 

War prices for most metals made the New South Wales 
mineral output for 1918 a record so far as value is con- 
cerned. The production totalled £14,391.981, which was 
£1,439,262 better than 1917, the State's previous best. 

There was also a small recovery in the gold won—87,145 
ounces, valued at £369,473, as compared with 82,171 ounces 
valued at £349,038 in the year 1917. Most of the gold now 
obtained is extracted from copper ore in its treatment. Of 
the £696,580 worth of copper produced, £501,685 was 
obtained from the Great Cobar copper mine, which, owing 
to the reduced price of copper and labour troubles, has been 
closed down for the present. 

Tin gave £548,876 in 1918, compared with £373.696 in 
L917. 

The output of the silver lead mines was £5,712,138, being 
an increase of £600,000 over the previous year. 

The aggregate mineral production of the State now totals 
£300,499,184, of which coal has provided the major part of 
£92,721.420, silver-lead £86,235,09!, gold £62,368,521, 
copper £14,988,804, zine £13,000,000, and tin £11,511,880. 

Coke PRODUCTION. 

Upwards ot one-half of all the coke produced in the state 
of New South Wales, the value ot which last year was 
£387,000, is produced in the Illawarra District (40 miles 
from Sydney}, the balance being produced at Newcastle and 
the western districts. @wing to the closing down of the 
metalliferous industry in many directions, there has been a 
large curtailment of smelting operations. Consequently 
huge stacks of coke have accumulated and most of the works 
are only running half time. Not long ago the main concern 
of the managers was the securing of sufficient slack for the 
purpose, but at present their trouble is to use all the slack 
available. 


MEXICO. 


MINERAL OUTPUT, JANUARY-SEPTEMBER, 
191s. 
(From H.M. Charge d’ Affaires.) 
Mexico City. 
The following statement of the mineral output of Mexico 
in the period January-September, 1918, has been prepared 
hy the British Trade Board from official publications : — 








Metal. Kilos. Value per Kilo. Total. 
Silver .. rm .. 1,601,331 41°00 65,654,571.30 
Gold vis — _ 6,185 1.333°33 8,246,921.28 
Lead és - .. 79,336,629 30 23.800, 688.75 
Copper .. = .. 85,080,286 1°20 66,096,343.89 
Zine ad . 16,136,131 "ob 9 036,233.51 
Antimony - 2,808,121 Bale) 2,471,147.48 
Arsenic .. ‘s - 901,512 
Tin Se is bile 13,537 1°82 24,637 . 66 
Mercury RA. aah 120,000 “59 785,296.99 
Tungsten _ 109,419 5°00 to 8°00 787,273.77 
Graphite 4,178,886 16 668,589.76 
Manganese - 1,889,082 °23to0°26 459,321°32 
Molvbdenite én “— 53,761 36,038 °27 
» ie 
178,067,063 °95 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 





POSITION OF MANGANESE INDUSTRY. 

The United States Tariff Commission have recently pre- 
pared an analysis of the competitive position of the 
manganese industry of the world. Before the war the 
United States produced about 1 per cent. of its own require- 
ments, the remainder was imported from India, Russia and 
Brazil in the form of ore and from Great Britain in the 
form of ferro-manganese. During the war the industry 





MINERALS AND METALS—continued. 





considerably expanded in Brazil and Cuba, the latter being 
promoted by American interests and the entire production 
sent to the United States. The quantities imported from 
Cuba showed an annual increase from 550 tons in the fiscal 
year 1915 to 67,786 tons in 1918, equal to one-twelfth of the 
total imports. ; 

The domestic production of high-grade ore (which runs 
from 35 to 45 per cent. manganese, as compared with high- 
grade imported ore of 45 to 55 per cent. manganese), used 
largely for makiag ferro-manganese, showed an increase ot 
from 4,063 tons in 1913 to about 294,000 tons in 1918. 

The production of low-grade ore (less than 35 per cent. 
manganese) used partly for the making of spiegel and 
partly smelted direct in iron furnaces, increased from 85,588 
tons in 1913 to over 1,079,000 tons in 1918. 

The number of shippers of high-grade ore in 1918 had 
increased from approximately 75 in 1917 to about 210. 

Domestic ores in the United States, according to the 
estimates made by the Geological Survey, are insufficient to 
supply domestic requirements, and it is stated that foreign 
supplies must eventually furnish the American supply. 





PRODUCTION OF COAL AND COKE. 


The Fuel Administration has issued a series of statistics 
showing a great decrease in the stocks of bituminous coal 
he'd by industrial concerns. These reveal a decrease of 
8,000,000 tons, or 25 per cent. in the three months from Ist 
January to Ist April. Stocks of bituminous coal held by 
plants engaged in the manufacture of iron and _ steel 
decreased 24 per cent. from Ist January to lst April. 

The decrease in stocks of bituminous coal in the hands of 
consumers, including the railroads, in the United States 
during those three months, probably did not exceed 
16,000,000 tons. The drop in production of bituminous coal 
in the same period was 31,000,000 tons, compared with 
January, February, and March, of 1918. 

The production of coke, both by-product and beehive, in 
January, February, and March, 1919, is estimated at 
12,738,700 net tons, an increase of 307,000 tons, or 2°5 per 
cent. compared with the first quarter of 1918. By-product 
coke increased from 5,321,600 tons in the first quarter of 
1918 to 6,779,500 tons in the first quarter of 1919, a gain 
of 27 per cent. Beehive coke recorded a decrease from 
7,110,500 tons the last quarter, a drop of 16 per cent. The 
transition from beehive to by-product is indicated bv the 
increase in the capacity of by-product ovens completed from 
6,793,251 tons on Ist April, 1918, to 8,576,489 tons on Ist 
April, 1919, an increase of 26 per cent. Since April, 1919, 
production of by-product coke has been begun in Colorado 
and in Rhode Island, and considerable increases in capacity 
have been made in Maryland, New York, Ohio, Pennsv!l- 
vania, Tennessee, West Virginia, Wisconsin, Alabama. 
Illinois, Indiana, and Kentucky. 

The decrease in the production of beehive coke in the first 
quarter of 1919, compared with 1918, in Pennsylvania, was 
5 per cent., as against a decrease of 40 per cent. in all other 
States. 





PRODUCTION OF GRAPHITE. 


The quantity ot domestic crystalline graphite marketed 
in 1918, as shown by the final figures compiled by the United 
States Geological Survey, Department of the Interior. is 
indicated in the table below :— 














Value. 
State, i. Dols. 
Alabama _........ 7,795,475 999,152 
New York ...... 3,266,518 273,188 
Pennsylvania 1,016,900 112 959 
California......... : 
Montana ......... \ 782.946 70,400 
Texas rer rrr r rer rire rT 
12,861,839 1 454,790 
Sales in 1917..... 10,564,080 1,074,398 








Amorphous graphite to the amount of 6,560 short tons, 
valued at 69,455 dols., was sold from mines in Colorado, 
Nevada, and Rhode Island. The output of amorphous 
graphite in 1917 was 8,301 short tons, valued at 73,481 dols. 








a_i, 


—_—_ —~ | —_ — 


nes 
rl 
yn 
‘al 


he 


ins 
rhi- 


sed 
Or 


nt. 


ind 
525 


rad 


the 
> to 


ign 


tics 
coal 
> ot 
[st 
by 


teel 


s of 
ates 
eed 
coal 
with 


in 
l at 
per 
duct 
r of 
gain 
Pron. 
The 
the 
from 
1 Ist 
1919, 
rado 
acity 
nsvl- 
ama, 


’ first 
owas 
other 


keted 
nited 
or. is 


tons, 
orado, 
rphous 
1 dols. 





Jouy 17, 1919. THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 103 





Textiles 





BRITISH INDIA. 





COTTON SPENNING AND WEAVING, SEPT. 1918- 
MARCH 1919. 


Figures compiled in the Department of Statistics from 
accounts rendered by millowners give the result of the 
spinning and weaving in cotton mills in March, 1919, as 
follows (in thousands of pounds) :— 


March. February. March. 


1919. 1919. 1918. 
1.000 lb. 1,0001b. 1,000 Ib. 
RL: -Acdatesnneubivene: ois 56,182 50,152 48,749 


Woven goods manufactured 27,805 28,342 23,348 

The total quantity of yarn spun during the month under 
review amounted to 56 million !b., and that of woven goods 
to 28 million lb., as compared with 49 million and 23 million 
lb. respectively in the corresponding month of the preceding 
year, or an increase of 15 per cent. in the case of yarn, and 
19 per cent. in the case of woven goods. 

In the seven months, September, 1918, to March, 1919, ¢.e., 
from the beginning of the cotton year 1918-19, the quantity 
of yarn spun amounted to 344 million ib., and that of woven 
goods to 187 million lb., as against 372 million and 213 
million [b. respectively in the corresponding months of the 
preceding year. 

Twetve MontHs’ SPINNING AND WEAVING RESULTS. 

In the twelve months, April, 1918, to March, 1919, the 
quantities produced were 615 million lb. of yara and 350 
million lb. of woven goods. These figures are compared in 
the statement below with those for the two preceding years: 


Decrease (—) in 
1918-19, a- 
compared with 


Twelve Months, April to March, 


1918-iv 1017-18 1916-17 1917-18 
1000 Ibs. LOOO ibs. 1000 Ibs. 1000 Ibs. 
a itiicrecvinsiacnsanan’ 615,040 660,576 681,107 —45, 53 
Woven goods manufacturcd 349,580 SS1,404 377,729 —31,824 


There was thus a decrease in the production of both yarn 
and woven goods in Indian mills in 1918-19, as compared 
with 1916-17 and 1917-18. 

The exports of cotton twist and yarn in the twelve months, 
April, 1918, to March, 1919, were only 64 million Ib., as 
compared with 122 and 169 million |b. in the preceding two 
years. 


BELGIUM. 





FLAX CROP PROSPECTS. 
(From the British Vice-Consul.) 
GHENT. 

The new flax crop has suffered from the dry weather and 
the flax is short, but the acreage sown is larger than usual. 
In the district round Eecloo, the flax crop is fair and the 
straw above the average length. The recent rains have 
greatly improved prospects. A few days’ rain are necessary 
before pulling can begin. ) 
Sales of flax and tow yarns are brisk both for Belgium and 
for export. The production of the mills is still limited on 


account of the difficulties of restarting and the lack of raw 
material. 





JAPAN, 


NEW COTTON SPINNING MILI. 
(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 
YOKOHAMA. 

A spinning mill is to be established at Kurayoshi-machi, 
ottori-Ken, to be called the Sanin Spinning Company 
Limited (Sanin Boshoku Kabushiki Kaisha). The promoters 
include a Member of Parliament and a well-known Osaka 
merchant. The capital of the concern is 1,000,000 yen, and 
vork is to be commenced in September of this year. The 
machinery and apparatus are to be of British and Japanese 
make, and the number of operatives about 600. 
it is of interest to note that this factory is situated in a 
district hitherto undeveloped, and consequently expenses for 
labour and electric power are expected to be lower than they 
are in the larger towns. . 





Customs Regulations 


Tariff Changes. 





BRITISH EMPIRE. 


NEW ZEALAND. 


CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN AND INTEREST FOR 
IMPORTED BELGIAN GOODS. 

The New Zealand Gazette Extraordinary of 15th April 
contains copy of an Order in Council of 8th April, 1919, 
amending the Order in Council of 13th October, 1916, which 
requires Certificates of Origin and Interest in respect of all 
goods imported into New Zealand from Norway, Sweden, 
Denmark, Holland and Switzerland. The present Order in 
Council requires in addition Certificates of Origin and In- 
terest in respect of all goods imported into New Zealand 
from Belgium. 











SIERRA LEONE. 
LICENCES FOR IMPORTATION OF SPIRITS. 


In connection with the prohibition of the importation of 
spirits into the British West African Colonies, save under 
licences issued by the Colonial Government, except in regard 
to ‘‘trade spirits,’ the importation of whichis entirely pro- 
hibited, the Sierra Leone Royal Gazette of 24th May con- 
tains copy of a notice issued by the Comptroller of Customs, 
specifying the conditions under which such licences will be 
granted for the importation of spirits into the Colony. 

The Notice is as follows: : 

Merchants and others are hereby notified that no 
Spirits will henceforth be permitted to be imported unless 
the intending importer has first obained a licence from 
the Government of this Colony authorizing such impor- 
tation. . 

To be effective, therefore, from now onward all in- 
dents for Spirits intended for the Colony or Protec- 
torate of Sierra Leone must be accompanied by the 
relative licence. Without this they will not be executed. 

As imports of Spirits will be allowed only on the 
basis of such imports in the year 1918, all persons and 
firms who imported Spirits in 1918, and who desire to 
continue to do so, are required to submit to the Comp- 
trailer of Customs a statement showing their importa- 
tions for that vear. The statement must show the 
various consignments received during the year, quoting 
the numbers and dates of the Bills of Entry on which 
duty was paid. These must accompany the statement, 
which should be compiled in such a manner as to render 
its details easy of verification. When forwarding in- 
dents in respect of which licences are required, they 
should be supported by a similar statement showing all 
importations during 1919. 

No licence can be granted to any individual er firm 
before the statements furnished by him or them have 
been verified. 

This notice refers only to Spirits other than Trade 














Spirits. 
FOREIGN. 
ARGENTINA. 
CONTROL OF OPIUM, MORPHINE, COCAINE, 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of copy and translation of an Argentine Decree, 
dated the 17th May (published in the ‘‘ Boletin Oficial’’ of 
the 20th May), controlling the importation and sale of opium 
and its preparations, Indian hemp, morphine and its salts, 
and cocaine and its salts. 

Article I of this Decree provides that the Custom houses 
of the Republic are not to permit the importation of the 
products in question except by druggists and chemists, and 
with the concurrence of the Department of National Health. 
That Department is to keep a register in which shall be 
entered the name and address of the importer, the kind and 
quality of the goods, and date on which they were imported. 
In certain cases the Department shall, if it deems it 
necessary, cause an analysis to be made of these goods before 
allowing them to be imported. 

The Decree prohibits the sale of the products in question 
except on written request of a recognised medical authority, 
and also contains provisions respecting the inspection of 
chemists ‘and druggists’ stocks and registers of sales. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES— 
continued. 


FRANCE 


MODIFICATION OF IMPORT DUTIES ON 
TOBACCO. 


With reference to the notice at page 735 of the “Board ot 
Trade Journal’ of the 5th June, the French ‘Journal 
Officiel’’ of the 11th July publishes a Presidential Decree, 
dated the 9th July, which modifies the import duties pay- | 
able on tobacco imported into France for the personal use | 
of the importer. : 

The new rates of duty are shown in the subjoined state- 
ment, together with those formerly leviable in virtue of 
the Presidential Decree of the 28th May :— 














| 
| Rate of Duty. 


—_ 








Under 
Tariff Decree of | 
No. Tariff Classification. May 28th New. | 











Per 100 kilogs net. 
Frs. Cts. | Frs. Cts. 
ex 109 | Tobacco, manufactured other : 

than for the Regie —- 

For the personal use of the 
the importer, to the extent | 
of 10 kilogs. (22 lb.) per | 
consignee per annum :— | 

Cigars and Cigarettes .. | 22,500 00 18,000 00 





on-scene eee 


Snuff and chewing to- ! 
bacco .. 2° --| 5,600 00 | 5,600 60 
“moking tobacco :-— | 
Turkish .. .- «+ | 10,000 00 15,000 00 
Of any other origin .. | 5,600 00, 9,000 00 
Other .. - 7” .. | Prohibited | Prohibited 

















+Without right of sale and subject to permission of the Adminis- 
tration, and to a bond securing payment of a second import duty, 
by way of fine, if not discharged. 

Consignments which are proved to have been despatched 
direct to France before the issue of the present Decree are 
entitled to admission at the rates of duty in force at the 
date of despatch where such rates are Jower than those 
introduced by the present Decree. | 


FRENCH COLONIES. | 


PROHIBITION OF IMPORTATION OF SUGAR | 
AND ALCOHOL. 


With reference to the notice at page 111 of the ‘Board 
of Trade Journal’”’ of the 24th January, 1918, relative to 
a French Presidential Decree of the 29th December, 1917, 
prohibiting the importation into Martinique, Guadeloupe, 
and Réunion of sugar, molasses, battery syrups, and spirits 
of foreign origin or coming from foreign countries, the | 
French ‘‘Journal Officiel’’ of the 10th July contains a further 
Presidential Decree, dated the Sth July, extending this 
prohibition to all French Colonies and Protectorates, with 
the exception of French Estabiishments in India, Tunis, and 
Morocco. The present Decree provides, however, that the 
colonies and protectorates to which the prohibition of im- 
portation has now been extended may import the quantities | 
of sugar necessary for the domestic consumption of their | 
populations (not including sugar for distillation purposes) 
up to the amount of their average importations during the 
years 1913 to 1917. 

The prohibition imposed by the recent Decree is not to 
apply to: — 

(1) Sugar imported on account of the State. 

(2) Consignments of sugar, ete., which are proved to 
have been despatched for direct shipment prior 
to the date of publication of the present Decree. 

(3) Sugar, molasses, battery syrups, and _ spirits, 
declared for warehousing by the same date. 

(4) The same products, destined for Abyssinia, and 
sent through the port of Djibouti under the Con- 
vention of the 13th December, 1906. 


























NETHERLANDS. 
PROHIBITION ON EXPORT OF SPIRITS, ETC., 
WITHDRAWN. 


The Beard of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Otice, of information to the effect that, in virtue of Dutch 
Royal Decrees dated the Ist July, the prohibition on the 
exportation of — | 
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Spirits, suitable for immediate human consumption, 
and liqueurs; and 
Odoriferous substances 
from the Netherlands has been withdrawn as trom the 2nd 


July. 





MEXICO. 


REDUCTION OF EXPORT TAX ON LEAF 
TOBACCO. 

The Board ot Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of translation of a notice published in ‘Ek 
Economista”’ of the 9th June, reporting the issue of a 
Presidential Decree, reducing the export duties on Mexican 
tobacco from 9 centavos to 5 centavos per kilog. in the case 
of wrapper tobacco, and from 5 centavos to 2 centavos per 
kilog. in the case of filler tobacco. 


MOROCCO (French Zone). 
EXPORTATION OF CATTLE. 


With reference to the notice which appeared under the 
above heading on page 782 of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal” 
of the 19th June, the Board of Trade are now in receipt, 
through the Foreign Office, cf information to the effect that 
the Resident-General has issued an Order, published in the 
“Bulletin Officiel’’ of the 23rd June, extending to the 30th 
September the period during which the exportation of cattle 
is permitted. No alteration is made in the number of 
cattle which may be exported (viz., 20,000 head). 


KOUMANIA. 
IMPORTATION OF GOODS. 


Witb reference to the notice which appeared on page 758 
of the ‘‘Board ot Trade Journal’’ of the 12th June as to the 
import restrictions in fdérce in Roumania, the Board of 
Trade are in receipt of a copy of a notice issued by the 
Roumanian Revictualling Commission (Paris) setting out 
the regulations governing the importation of goods into 
Roumania. 

It appears from this notice that «voices for goods shipped 
to Roumania do not require to be viséd by the Roumanian 
Government representatives in the country of export. 

The existing provisions as to the importation of goods into 
Roumania, as given in the notice, are as follow :— 

All the restrictions imposed on trade during the war are 
abolished, with the exception oi the provisions regarding 
trade with the enemy. 

Nevertheless : — 

(1) Articles of prime necessity (meat, cereals, potatoes, 
haricot beans, sugar, fish, alcohol, and petroleum) are 
only to be purchased and sold by the Roumanian State. 

(2) The importation of articles. of luxury (a list of 
which is given in a Schedule annexed to the notice) is 
not allowed without the previous authorisation of the 
Roumanian Minister of Industry and Commerce. 

(3) All goods other than mentioned in paragraphs | 
and 2 above may be imported without previous authon- 
sation or formalities. 

(4) To obtain authorisation to import the articles of 
luxury referred to in paragraph 2, an application con- 
taining a description of the goods and their quantity 
and value must be addressed to the Minister of Industry 
and Commerce at Bucharest (Director-General of 
Commerce). The Minister, after consulting the Chamber 
of Commerce, will accord or refuse authorisation. 
authorisation to import is granted the goods will be 
treated in the same manner as those covered by 
paragraph 3. 

(5) On arrival of the goods, the importer must present, 
in addition to the documents for Customs formalities, 
invoices in duplicate, and if such has been granted the 
authorisation to import referred to in paragraphs : 
and 4. No formality or visa for these invoices 38 
required. A commission of 2 per cent. is charged 
these invoices by the Customs. This Commission wil 
be charged in leis, at the current rate of exchange # 
fixed by an Exchange Commission. ' 

(6) After the Customs formalities have been complied 
with, the goods may not be requisitioned by 20 
authority, nor may the circulation thereof be prevented. 
Nevertheless, the profit at which the wholesale merchants 
may sell the goods to the retailers, or the retailers 
consumers, must not exceed 20 per cent. 

(7) In the interior of the country the transportati®? 
of the goods referred to in paragraphs 2 and 3 will take 
place without special tormality or authorisation. The 























O14). 
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pption, 
railways will reserve each day at least 15 per cent. of ex Group VI11.—Paper Wares. 
the wvailable wagons for the carriage of these goods in Tariff Nos. 177; note to No. 178. 
he 2nd the following order :— _ ex Group 1X.—Textile Materials and Wares thereoi. 
(a) The carriage ot goods for the authorities. Tariff Nos. 187 (1); 188 (1); 190; 192; 193; 198; 199: 200: 
(b) The carriage of goods for rural and urban co- “09 (1) to 209 (3). * a. , ; prmever 
operative societies. ex Group X.—Small W 
. (c) The carriage of goods for private individuals. | Tariff No. 216. ” - eee 
wh A list of the goods which are classed as ‘‘articles of | (d) Tariff No. in respect of which duty is leviable at DOU BLE 
jJusury’’ (and in respect of which an import permit is there- | the prescribed rate : — 
fore still necessary) may be inspected by British traders | ex Group IX.—Textile Materials and Wares thereoi. 
Foreign interested on application at the Enquiry Room, Department Tariff No, 191 (jute and linen sacks and sacking). 
n “El of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73. (e) Tariff No. in respect of which duty is leviable at 
Pe. of a Basinghal] Street, E.C. 2. FIFTEEN TIMES the prescribed rate: — 
Lexican ex Group X.—Clothing, Made-up Goods, etc. 
cone RUSSIA. i a“ (1) a er and parasols covered with 
vos | silk or half-silk tissue, trimmed). 
TEMPORARY CUSTOMS REGIME IN NORTHERN | ©) oo of which duty is leviable at new 
TERRITORY. ex Group 1.—Foodstufis and Animals. 
The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Revised rate 
Office, of translation of a Decree published in the Archangel of Duty. 
— “Vestnik”’ of the 13th June (and in force as from that date) Rbls. cop. 
: ed ar notifying that the Provisional Government has decided to | per poud. 
_— na make the following temporary alterations in the rates of Tariff No. 1 SST OTT ] ou) 
Se Customs duty applicable to goods imported into the ee ee 6 On 
“y t . territory : — | ,, 3 (2) Groats, peeled or broken ...... 3 =30 
h eh | 1.—IMPORT DUTIES. . ,, 3 (3) Groats, other ..............0... 5 Oe) 
eal Import duties are to be charged on the Articles of the +, 35 4 Potato flour; starch; vermicelli 
wo f Russian Customs Tariff of 1906 as revised in 1915* on the | and macaroni; arrowroot; 
following seale : — IS Eh dndnvncncinssscdincscs, 10 it) 
(a) Tariff Nos. in respect of which duties are leviable at the | Mustard, dried, ground, not 
prescribed rates :— | | prepared : — 
ex Group I.—Foodstuffs and Animals. | ,, 12 (1) Imported in kegs or other 
Tariff Nos. 1 (1) (Cereals, except rice, in the grain: peas | large receptacles ............ 6 OA) 
and beans]; 20; 22; 33 (1) and 33 (2) ; 40. , 12 (2) Imported in small receptacles 8 W) 
page 758 ex Group I1.—Animal Products and Wares thereof. , lo (1) Vanilla and saffron ............ 250) On) 

















ao to the Tariff Nos. 41 (1); 44; 56 (4) b. .. 21 (2) Tobacco for smoking, snuff , 
Reand of ex Group I1I.—Vegetable Products and Basket Work. tobacco in rolls, coils or  perfunt 
1 bv the Tariff Nos, 62 (1); 64 (4). . IN iscnncstininedinatcecamndibinne 10 00 
ting out ex Group IV.—Stone, ete. Poud Gross. 
‘ods into Tariff No. 66 (1). , 27 (2) Arrack, gin, whisky, spirits, 
ex Group V.—Fuel, Asphalt, ete. erude or refined, and de- 
s shipped Tariff Nos. 84; 85. naturated spirit, in_ bottles; 
MAR ex Group VI.—Chemical Materials and Products. liqueurs, spirituous infusions, 
ory Tariff Nos. 89; 103 (1), and 103 (8). medicinal ethers, spirits for 
oods ito ex Group VII.—Metals and Metal Wares. OTT, GOR. oscsesecsnsesesesess 300 (OD 
. Tariff Nos. 1389; 140; 142; 148 (1); 150 (1); 151; 152; , 36 Butter (from cows’ or sheeps’ 
. war are 156 (1) b; 158 (1); 164; 167 (4) and 167 (11) b; 175. IEE. suibiantionhiseinbsinenindatixaian 10 ow 
egarding | ex Group VIII.—Paper Wares. , 37 (1) Fresh fish (other than 
Tariff No. 178. turbots, soles, trout) ......... 3 20 
ex Group X.—Small Wares, ete. ex Group I1.—Animal Products and Wares thereoi. 
potatoes, Tariff No. 217. . . | Tariff No. 56 (1) Skins of the sea-otter, dark 
eum) are (b) Tariff Nos. in respect of which duties are leviable at brown fox, chinchilla, sable, 
an State. TEN TIMES the prescribed rates :— marten, American marten, 
(a list of . ex Group I.—Foodstuffs and Animals. blue arctic fox, sea bear— 
notice) is Tariff Nos. 9; 14; 15 (2) and 15 (3); 16; 27 (1); 28 (2) b; ED. dckianicinhanitdimmnen poud 1000 OD 
yn of the 38. sx ., 4, OF (1) Men’s footwear, except 
2. ex Group II.—Animal Products and Wares thereot. IY ‘nuinisicemendensieiineininnnds funt 5 35 
agraphs | Tariff Nos. 45; 46; 47; 49; 50; 55 (2) and 55 (4). Men’s glacé footwear ...funt 10 79 


s authori 


irticles of 


ex Group III.—Wooden Wares and Basket Work. 
Tariff Nos. 62 (3) and 62 (6). 
ex Group [V.—Stone and Ceramic Wares. 


ex Group 1V.—Stone and Ceramic Ware. 
Poud Gross. 


Tariff No. 65(2) Chalk in lumps, not cal- 


ation con- _ Tariff Nos. 66 (6), 66 (7), and 66 (8); 71 (1), 71 (2), and SS EC 0 50 
quantity ‘I (6). , 65 (3) Gypsum in lumps; fat lime; 
’ Industry ex Group VJ.—Chemical Materials and Products. ealeined chalk .................6-. l tk) 
aneral of Tariff Nos. 184; 1385; 186; 137. Funt. 
s Chamber ex Group VII.—Metals and Metal Wares. ., 67 Precious or semi-precious stones, 
ation. Tariff Nos. 148 (2) to 148 (8). unwrought, pearls, real or 
1s will be ex Group IX.—Textile Materials and Wares thereof. artificial, ete. ............ceeeceee. 500 1) 
wvered Dy Tariff Nos. 180 (1) and 180 (2); 186; 196; 207; 208. »» +; 68 Jet, mother-of-pearl, tortoise- 
ex Group X.—Clothing, Small Wares, etc. shell, amber, meerschaum, 
t present, Tariff Nos. 209 (5) to 209 (7); 210; 211 (1) b and 211 (3); ivory, etc., etc., etc. ............ 50 4) 
prmalities, 213; 214; 215 (1) and 215 (3). ex Group V.—Fuels, Asphalt, ete 
ranted the (c) Tariff Nos. in respect of which duties are leviable at Poud. 
agraphs 2 TWO AND-A-HALF TIMES the prescribed rates:— Tariff No. 79 Coal, charcoal, coke and peat 0 O5 


ex Group I.—Foodstuffs and Animals. 











ex Group VII.—Metals and Metal Manufactures. 


harged oP Tariff No. 21 (3). Tariff No. 167 (6) Certain agricultural 

ission will é Group IT.—Animal Products and Wares thereof. machines, as specified ......... 3 00 

change 48 Tariff No. 43 (1). (11) a Spare parts for the same 3 OW 
. ee Group 1V.—Stone and Ceramic Wares. i Note 6.—Certain parts of agri- 

n complied Tariff No. 65 (4) ; 71 (4). cultural machines and appar- 

1 by any _. €& Group VII.—Metals and Metal Wares. atus, as specified in the note 3 K) 

revented. Tariff Nos. 160; 173 (3), 173 (4) ana 173 (6); 174. Each 

merchants og i epg ex Tariff No. 171 (1) Alarm clocks ................. 7 50 


etailers t0 


*A translation of this document was published by the 
rd of Trade in April, 1915, as a Parliamentary Paper, 


(g) In the case of all other Tariff Nos., duties are to be 


leviable at FIVE TIMES the rates prescribed. 


sportation under the title: ‘‘Russia—New Temporary Customs Tariff.” | ' 7 
3 will take a. 7854, price 7d., exclusive of postage], and copies may be | Further, the importation of certain articles prohibited to 
tion. obtained, either directly or through any bookseller, from the | be imported under the Russian Tariff Law is now authorised 





sale agents indicated on the cover of this Journal. 


subject to the payment of the following rates of duties : — 
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Tariff No. 225 Margarine products ............ 








—— No. in 
BUSSE CBr Swedish Tariff. 


as prescribed Article. 








for Tariff | 102 Roots, edible, not specially mentioned (in the 
No. 36. | Tariff), without stalks—fresh. 
. 5, 283 Potatoes of American origin Rate of duty 118—122 Vegetables, not specially mentioned (in the 
~ prescribed Tariff), fresh, salted, or dried, even with 
under Tariff roots. — 
No. (2). ex 144 Fish roe in barrels. 
1» 95, 204 Preparations of pork ........... [mate of duty ex Ind Fruit preserves [marmalade]. 
45 3, 230 Comestibles and beverages con- | under corre- 
taining artificial sweetening| sponding | SWITZERLAND. 


Tariff No. 

spirituous beverages Rate of duty 

under Tariff 
No. 27. 


substances 
,, 236 Foreign 


ove ee eee enewn eee ereaeeeneeeeee 





| GENERAL EXPORT LICENCE FOR CERTAIN 
GOODS. 

With reference to the notices under this heading in the 
‘Journal’ of the 10th July and previous issues, the Board 
of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office. of in. 
formation to the effect that the Swiss Department of Public 


11.—EXPORT DUTIES. 


The rates of export duty prescribed by the Russian 
Customs Tariff of 1906 as revised in 1915, are maintained 
with the following exceptions : — 





No. (1) 6 Phosphates, bonemeal, boneblack 
TR § Siudeladsiganudeniiecrnvdavekaucsrenees 20 cop. per poud. 
l (a), 3, 4, 5 (Note), 6 and 11—five times the pre- 


Nos. 
: scribed duty. 





RESTRICTIONS ON IMPORTATION OF GOODS 
INTO NORTHERN TERRITORY. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 

Othce, of telegraphic information from H.M. Representative 

at Archangel, to the effect that the Provisional Government 


Economy issued, on the 23rd June, a further General 
Licence permitting the exportation of the under-mentioned 
articles from Switzerland. 


The licence, which became effective on the 30th June. js 


revocable at any time, and the goods mentioned may only 
be exported under this General Licence through the Customs 
Bureaus on the Franco-Swiss and Italo-Swiss frontiers. 


Category of Swiss 


A rticles . 


Customs Tariff. 


MF x 


vil A. 


Cotton: all the products of Tariff Category 
vii A so far as they are not named in previous 
general licences, with the exception of Tariff 


have decided to continue to require import licences for Nos. 341-342, i.c., Cotton. raw. bleached. 
goods imported into North Russia. It is understood that dved. etc. 


goods loaded before 7th July are, however, in some cases, 
exempted from the requirement of an import licence. 














No. in Swiss 


Customs Taritt 


as ec 312/17 Picture post cards. 
432 Silk cocoons. 
SWEDEN, 433 Silk-worm eggs. 
434 Silk waste (fr/sons, floss silk, waste from card- 
. ing, etc.): defective cocoons. 
RELAXATION OF EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. i ee Saree cone 
With reference to the notice under the above heading 136 42 Silk and floss of silk (choppe) for weaving; 
which appeared at page 588 of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal” | unbleached (not thrown, thrown) or dyed. 
of lst May, the Board of Trade are in receipt, through the bU2 Mill stones. 
l'oreign Office, of copy and translation of a Swedish Royal 603 Grindstones not mounted on frames. 
Decree (No. 264), dated the 4th June, exempting, as from 604 Whetstones. 
the 5th of that month, a number of articles from the opera- 623 Reed boards (plaster run on to reeds in a board. 
tion of the Swedish export prohibitions. The following list shaped mould), magnesite boards and _ other 
shows some of the articles in respect of which the export similar building materials not otherwise men- 
restrictions are now withdrawn :— _— tioned, even in slabs, etc. 
Emery. Certain materials for use in bia Asphalt in slabs or flags, etc., for paving. 
Grindstones, whetstones, or printing (stamps, _ type, og Asphalt — 
polishing stones, artificial. printing plates, stereo- 360 Fire and acid proof bricks, pipes, slabs, ete. 
Millstones. types). 665 Gas retorts of clay. 
Coffee substitutes not con- Electrical appliances of a Crucibles, muffles, saggers, of clay. 
taining cereals or chicory. various kinds (less than 50 Gre Insulators made of china, not mounted. 
Various kinds of unwrought per cent. of brass). ex 710 Ferro-silicium, crude. ; 
lumber. Certain scientific instru- (66 69 Rivets, screws, nut bolts and nuts, of iron. | 
Box-making materials (for ments (surgical, medical, e2 Locks, made entirely of wrought iron, or with 
cigar and scent boxes). electrical, measuring, __ parts of cast iron. 
Cask hoops. chemical, mathematical). ding Frying-pans of iron. . 
Coopers’ wares. Photographic cameras, and 781 - Kitchen ranges and heating-stoves of iron. 
Wooden parts for sewing parts thereof. S44 45 Printers’ type, old and new. . 
machines (tables, covers, Mounted optical glasses. 852 Manufactures of zine, polished, painted, var- 
etc.). Lighthouse appliances, - nished, nickelled, enamelled, etc. 
Brushmakers’ wares. - and parts thereof. os a Aluminium in sheets. 

i on 863 7 
— celluloid manutac ee er 902 Stereotype plates of all kinds, photographie 
[Iron plates and _ sheets, gauges, analysts’ and negatives and positives, pictures for pro 

coated with tin, lead, etc. chemists’ scales, water jection on glass or gelatine. 
meters. and gas meters. ex 944 Optical glasses, not mounted. | 
- ex 945 Spectacles, magnifying-glasses, without go 
teint li in Ae imi mounting. 
TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF CERTAIN ex 950/51 Dry batteries Md et electric lamps. 
; ' eC cowuerewns 977 Milk sugar, whey powder. 
CUSTOMS DUTIES CONTINUED. er 999 Gas-purifying Mt steve (for eliminating sul- 
With reference to the notice under the above heading phuretted hydrogen from lighting gas). 
at page 86 of the ‘“‘Board of Trade Journal” of the 16th 1005 Peroxide of barium, of lead, and of ce 
January, the Board of Trade are in receipt, through the 1006 Acetate of lead (salt of Saturn) ; nitrate of lead. 
Foreign Office, of telegraphic information from H.M. 1007 Litharge. 
Minister at Stockholm, to the effect that the suspension of 1010 Carbide of calcium. 
Customs duty on the goods mentioned in the above notice ex 1021 Chlorate of barium. | ; 
(with the exceptions noted below), and on condensed milk 1022 Chloride of zinc: motherlye of chloride of NC. 
and unsweetened evaporated milk in hermetically-sealed 1026 Nitrite of sodium. 
vessels, has been prolonged to the 3lst December next. ex 1028 Chlorate of sodium. 
The following are the articles in respect of which the 1035 Hydrochloric (muriatic) acid. 
continuation of the suspension of duties does not apply, and ex 1036 Sulphuric acid. . 
on which, therefore, Customs duties at the rates prescribed ex 1037 Oil of vitriol (fuming sulphuric acid). 
in the Tariff became payable as from the Ist July: — 1043 Iron vitriol and zine vitriol. 
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1046 Peroxide of hydrogen (oxygenated water). 
ez 1048 Sodium. 
ey 1052 Essential oils of cloves, lavender, aspic, and 
juniper; amylic ether; ethers with fruit 
odour; thymot and other unenumerated pro- 
ducts, with the exception of camphor. 
ex 1058 Hvydrosulphite of formaldehyde. 
1054 Tannie acid (tannin), gallic acid, ete. 
1091,;92 Dye woods, in logs or werked. 
ex 1105 Bronze colours, not prepared 
ee 1144.45 Small ware (qyuincaillerie), fancy articles and 
‘“‘mercerie’’ wares not otherwise mentioned, 
articles of metal or in combination with 
metal; with the exception of—embroidery, 
sewing and knitting needles, and articles in 
combination with rubber. 
ex 1149 Bulbs, with sockets, for electric pocket lamps 
er 1151 Electric pocket lamps, with or without 
batteries. 
1155a Natural chalk for writing, in square sticks not 
covered with paper. 
1155b Black and coloured pencils, with casing of wood 
or paper; writing chalks. 
1158 Sealing wax, bottling wax, etc. 


ex 1159b Office requisites, not otherwise mentioned, of 
metal or combined with metal but not com- 
bined with rubber. 

Toys made of or combined with metal, but not 


combined with rubber. 


TUNIS. 
EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 


With reierence to the notice under the above heading 
which appeared on page 425 of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’ 
of the 27th March, the Board of Trade are in receipt, 
through the Foreign Office, of a copy of a Beylical Decree, 
dated the 30th May (published in the ‘Journal Officiel 
Tunisien’’ tor the 7th June), which contains a revised list 
of articles, the exportation or re-exportation of which from 
Tunis is prohibited, except under licence from the Director- 
General of Finance. 

The following is a translation of the schedule of export 
prohibited goods contained in the Decree :— 

No. in Customs 


ex 1160 








Tariff. Articles 
Live ANIMALS. 

1--3 Horses, mares and colts, mules, donkeys, and 
asses. 

4—13 Cattle, sheep, goats and pigs. 

er 14 bis Live poultry. 

ANIMAL PrRopuctTs aNp WASTES. 
er 18 Poultry, dead. 
iy «30 Animal tats, other than fish oils. 
mt 34 Eggs. 

36 Cheese. 

37 Butter. 

FisH. 

14 Produce of the Tunisian coast fisheries (fresh 
fish and shellfish). 

I aRINACEOUS Foops. 

(8—73 Cereals, fiour (meal), and grain, viz.:— 
Wheat, spelt and meslin ; oats; barley ; rye; 
maize; buckwheat. 

4 Malt (whole or ground). 

tr ¢8 Bread. 
‘r 76 Groats and grits (coarse flour). 

(6 tes Gluten. 

vi Semolina and Italian pastes. 

80 Pulse. 

83 Potatoes. 

I’ RUITS AND SEEDS. 
88 Oleaginous seeds and fruits. 
C‘oLONIAL PRODUCE. 

W—-9] Sugar. 

v5 Preserves (jams). 

10h) Pimento. 

VEGETABLE OILS, ETC. 
1i-—] 7] Fixed oils, pure and scented. 
Woop. 
135 Firewood. 
136 Charcoal and charred boon. 


Various VeGetaste Propucts anp Waste Scnstances. 
104 Fodder. 
165 Bran of all sorts of grain. 


Se 
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BEVERAGES. 
ec lil Wines. 
STONES, KartHs, MINERAL FUEL. 
cx 179 ter. Phosphates of lime, natural, bauxite. 
ex 190 Coal and coke. 
197 Petroleum, schist, and other’ mineral 
illuminating oils. 
METALS. 


ex 200--2U1 Gold, platinum and silver, crude, in lumps, 


ingots, bars, powder, and scrap. 


204 Iron ore. 
Various COMPOUNDS. 
cz 314 Pimento, powdered. 
PaPpeR AND MANUFACTURES THEREOF. 
ca 466 and Paper representing money. 
466 bis. 
Mera MANUFACTURES 
495 bis. Coins of gold, silver, copper, or billon. 


The Decree of 10th May, 1919, prohibiting the export of 
camels coming from the military territories in Southern 
Tunis remains in force. 





PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 


NEWFOUNDLAND. 
PARCELS POST DUTY. 


In connection with the notice on p. 805 of the ‘Board of 
Trade Journal” of 26th June, relative to the Resolutions 
which have been introduced into the Newfoundland Legis- 
lature proposing, ¢nter alia, to levy a tax upon every parcel 
received in Newfoundland by Parcels Post from the United 
Kingdom, the Board of Trade have now received through 
the Colonial Office copy of the Bil! embodying these Resolu- 
tions. 

It is now proposed in the Bill to levy the following duty 
on such parcels :— 

“Upon every parcel received by Parcels Post in this 
Colony and originally despatched from the United 
Kingdom, Canada or the United States, upon which 
Customs Duty is payabije, there shall be levied and col- 
lected, in addition to the said Customs Duty, a duty or 
tax of five cents.”’ 
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Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


EXPORT AND IMPORT SECTION. 











SPECIAL EXPORT REGULATIONS, 
FOR COUNTRIES IN EUROPE AND ON THE 
MEDITERRANEAN. 

As a result of the raising of the Blockade of Germany, the 
Board of Trade (Export Licence Department) announce the 
following revised regulations governing exports to the 
undermentioned countries in Europe and on the Mediter-. 
ranean Sea. (For Notes see end.) 

ALBANiA. 

664 29 6oRQ 29 
Licences are only required for goods on Lists ‘‘A,” *‘B, 
and ‘‘D.’’ Licences will not as a rule be granted for goods on 
List “‘D,’’ except as provided in Note III. Any available 

route may be adopted at the option_of the exporter. 

There is no parcel post service at present. 

ALSACE-LORRAINE. 

: ; : : 66 Q? oR? 
Licences are only required for goods on Lists ‘‘A”’ and ‘*‘B. 
Goods may be exported by any available route at the option 

of the exporter. 

There is no parcel post service at present. 

Asia Minor (See Turkey). 
AUSTRIA— GERMAN, 
This territory consists, broadly speaking, of the former 
Austrian provinces of :— 
Upper Austria, 
Lower Austria, 
Salzburg, 
Carniola, | 
Tyrol (the northern or Innsbruck portion), 
Liechtenstein (a principality lying between Vorarlberz 
and Switzeriand), 
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Styria, 
Carinthia, 
Vorarlberg. 

Licences are only required for goods on Lists ‘‘A,”’ —_ 
and “D.”’ 

Licences will not, as a rule, be granted for goods on 
List “D’’ (except as indicated in Note ITI). 

Goods may be exported via any available route. 

There is no parcel post service at present, except to the 
Trentino, Istria and Dalmatia. 

Austria-HtunGary—OccvUpPlieD. 

This territory consists, broadly speaking, ot the former 

Austro-Hungarian provinces of :— 

Tvra! (the southern Trentino portion), 

Gorizia, 

[stria, 

Croatia, 

Sclavonia, 

Dalmatia, 

Bosnia, 

Herzegovina, 
together with the portion of Hungary south and east ot 
the towns of Baja, Szegedin, Arad, Kiausenberg, Mara- 
maros and Czernowitz, and the portion bordering Roumania. 

Licences are only required for goods on Lists “A,” “BB” 
and **D.”’ 

Licences will not, as a rule, be granted for goods on 
List “D” (except as indicated in Note Til). 

Goods may be exported via any available route. There 
is no parcel post service at present. except to the Trentino, 
Istria and Dalmatia. 

BELGIUM. 

Licences are only required for goods on Lists **A’’ and 
“B.’’ Import licences are required in respect of Sugar, 
Wheat (grain and flour) and Coal. 

BULGARIA. 

Licences are required for goods on Lists **A,”’ °*B,”’ 
“D”’ and “‘E.”’ 

Licences will not, as a rule, be granted for goods on Lists 
“D"’ and ‘‘E,”’ except as provided in Note IIi. Any avyail- 
able route may be adopted at the option of the exporter. 

CZECHO-SLOVAKIA., 

This territory consists, broadly speaking, of the former 
Austrian provinces of Bohemia and Moravia. 

Licences are only required for goods on Lists ‘‘A’’ and 
*B.’’ Goods may be exported via Hamburg and the Elbe, 
provided they are consigned to the Commission Commerciale 
Czecho-Slovaque, Hamburg, for account of the ectual con- 
signee in Czecho-Slovakia. A duplicate set of shipping 
documents should be forwarded in advance to that Commis- 
sion. Goods may also be exported via any other available 
route, 

DENMARK. 

Licences are only required for goods on Lists **A”’ and 
“B.” No certificates from the Danish Associations need 
he produced. Exporters should satisfy themselves in all 
cases that the goods are not subject to any Danish import 
prohibition. 

EstHonia (Principal port-—Reval). 

Licences are required for all goods except ‘‘free’’ goods, 
and except foodstuffs on List “C’’ (Note 1). Licences for 
other goods are not granted unless the applications are 
supported by the Esthonian Legation, 45, Markham Square, 
London, S.W.3; but the following classes of goods need not 
4a supported by that Legation :— 

(1) Goods intended for the personal use of the recipient, 
(2) Isolated trade transactions not exceeding £10 in 

value to anv one consignee in any one fortnight. 
(3) Foodstuffs on Lists ‘“‘A”’ or ‘“B.”’ 

There is no parcel post service at present. 

(See notice ‘‘ Exports to Poland and Finland.’’) 
FINLAND. 

Licences are only required for goods on Lists ‘*A’’ and 
‘B.’’ Exporters should instruct their consignees to obtain 
any import licence that may be necessary. Any available 
route may be adopted at the option of the exporter. 

(See notice ‘‘ Exports to Poland and Finland.’’) 
FRANCE. 

Licences for exports are only required for goods on Lists 
“A” and “B.’’ Exporters are warned that French import 
licences are required for many classes of goods. Full in- 
formation may be obtained from the French Customs Office, 
Bank Buildings, Kingsway, London, W.C. 2. 


GERMANY. 
Licences are only required for goods on Lists ‘‘A’’ and 


“B.”? Goods may be exported by any available route at the 


option of the exporter. 
There is no parcel post at present, except to the occupied 
territory in the Rhineland (see Note II). 
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GREECE. 

Licences are only required for goods on Lists ‘‘ A’’ and 
‘B.”’ Any available route may be adopted at the option of 
the exporter. 

HoLvianp. 

Licences are only required for goods on Lists ‘* A” and 
*B”’ Consignment to the Netherlands Oversea Trust is no 
longer necessary. 

ITALY. 

Licences are only required for goods on Lists ‘* A’’ and 
* B. Exporters are warned that Italian import licence; 
are required for many classes of goods; full information may 
be obtained from the Italian Government Commission, West 
Atrica House, Kingsway, W.C. 2. 

Any available route may be adopted at the option of the 
exporter. 

JUGO-SLAVIA. 

Licences are only required tor goods on Taste “‘A,"’ “BR” 
and ** PD.’ Licences will not as a rule, be granted for goods 
on List ** DD” (except as indicated in Note IIT). | 

Any available route may be adopted at the option of the 
exporter. There is no parcel post service at present, except 
to Dalmatia. 

LeETTLAND (LATVIA) (principal port—Libau). 

Licences are required for all goods, except ‘* free ’’ goods, 
and except foodstuffs on List **C’’ (Note 1). Applications 
to export foodstuffs on Lists ‘‘ A’’ and ‘* B”’ will be con- 
sidered: but licences for other goods are not granted at 
present. 

There is no parcel post service at present. 

(See notice ‘‘ Exports to Poland and Finland.’’) 
LITHUANIA (principal port—Riga). 

Licences are required for all goods, except ‘‘ free’ goods 
and except foodstuffs on List ‘‘C”’ (Note I). Applications 
to export foodstuffs on Lists ‘‘A’’ and ‘‘B’”’ will be con- 
sidered, but licences for other goods are not granted at 
present. 

There is no parcel post service at present. 

(See notice ‘‘ Exports to Poland and Finland.’’) 
LUXEMBOURG. 

Licences are only required for goods on Lists ‘‘ A ’”’ and 
“a, 

Goods may be exported by any available route at the 
option of the exporter. 

MonTENEGRO—See Jugo-Slavia. 


NORWAY. 

Licences are only required for goods on Lists ‘‘ A” and 
“—° 

No certificates from the Norwegian Associations, or other 
iorms of guarantee, need be produced. 

Exporters should satisfy themselves in all cases that the 
goods are not subject to anv Norwegian import prohibition. 
PALESTINE. 

Licences are only required for goods on Lists ‘* A’”’ and 
*B.’ Any available route may be adopted at the option 
of the exporter. 

POLAND. 

Licences are required for all goods, except ‘* free ”’ goods, 
and except foodstuffs on List ‘‘C ’’ (Note 1). 

All goods should be consigned to the Inter-Allied Reliei 
Administration, Dantzig, for account of the actual Polis! 
consignee. A duplicate set of shipping documents should be 
forwarded in advance to the Relief Administration. 

There is no parcel post service at present. 

(See notice ‘‘ Exports to Poland and Finland.’’) 
PORTUGAL. 


’° 


Licences are only required for goods on Lists ‘‘ A ”’ and 
“B.” Any available route may be adopted at the option 
of the exporter. 

TOUMANIA. 

Licences are only required for goods on Lists ‘‘ A”’ ant 
*B.”’ Any available route may be adopted at the option 
of the exporter. 

tusstA—ASIATIC. 


Licences are only required for goods on Lists ‘‘ A” and 
“B.”? Any available route may be adopted at the option 
of the exporter. 


.USSTA—KEUROPEAN. 





ia) Northern District—approached naa Archangel or th 
Murman Coast. 

Licences are required for all coods, except ~ free ”’ goods, 
and except food stuffs on List ‘‘C’’ (Note I). All goods 
imported into Northern Russia must be for consumption 1 
the districts of Archangel and Murmansk. and they must be 
consigned to the British Supply Mission at Archangel of 
Murmansk for account of a sub-consignee. Exporters are 
warned that the consignees will have to obtain import 
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licences from the Northern Russian Government before they 
can take delivery of the goods. 

(}) Southern Districi—approached via Batoum and 
Novorossisk on the Black Sea, and Taganrog oun 
the Sea of Azor. 

Licences are only required tor goods on Lists 
and ‘* D.”’ 
There is no parcel post service at present. 

(c) Other Districts. 

No licences are being granted at present. 


_ *s 


SERBIA 
Licences are only required for goods on Lists ‘* A and 


-B.’ Any available route mav be adopted at the option 
of the exporter. 


There is no pareel post service at present. 


SPAIN. 
Licences are only required tor goods on Lists ** A” and 
“Bo”? Any available route may be adopted at the option 


of the exporter. 
SWEDEN. 

Licences are only required for goods on Lists ‘* A” and 
*6.’ No certificates from the Swedish Handelskommisston 
Associations, or other forms of guarantee, need be produced. 

Exporters should satisty themselves in all cases that the 
goods are not subject to any Swedish import prohibition. 

SWITZERLAND. 

Licences are only required tor goods on Lists ‘‘ A” and 
“B.”’ Consignment to the Societe Suisse de Surveillance 
Economique is no longer necessary. Any available route may 
be adopted at the option of the exporter. 

With regard to exports to Switzerland under the British 
Re-export Scheme, goods may now be exported without 
licence and without consignment to H.M. Consul at St. Gall, 
but it will be necessary for exporters to communicate with the 
Department of Import Restrictions, 22, Carlisle Place, 
S.W. 1, in connection with the necessary import certificates 
for the re-admission of the goods into this country. 

Syrta—(As far north as a line from Alervandretta fi) 
Aleppo, inclusive, and as far east as the Hadjaz 
railway, inclusive). 

Licences are only required for goods on Lists ‘* A’? and 
‘B.” Any available route may be adopted at the option 
of the exporter. 

A parcel post service is in operation as far north as 
Alexandretta, but not east of Aleppo. 

TuRKEY—INCLUDING Asta MINOR. 


Licences are required for goods on Lists ‘* A’? °° B” and 
—_ 

Licences will not, as a rule, be granted tor goods on Lisi 
“PD” except as provided in Note IIIT. Any available route 
may be adopted at the option of the exporter. 

Parcels for civilians in European Turkey (Constantinople) 
are accepted if they are addressed: ‘* Poste Restante, 
British Army Post Office, Constantinople.’’ 

Parcels for civilians in Smyrna are accepted if they are 
addressed: ‘‘ Poste Restante, British Post Office, Smyrna.”' 
NOTES. 

FOODSTUFES. 
|. Foodstuffs should be regarded as including all articles 
intended for use as human food, including articles to be 
manufactured into human food, and including beverages and 

spices. 
OccupieD RHINELAND TERRITORY. 

If. The principal towns in Allied occupation are :— 

British Zone.—Cologne, Bedburg, Benrath, Bensberg, 
Bergheim, Bergisch Gladbach, Blankenheim, Bonn, Briih| 
(Bz. CélIn), Burscheid, Call, Deutz, Dollendorf, Diiren, Els- 
dorf (Rheinland), Engelskirchen, Euskirchen, Gemiind, 
Grafrath, Hellenthal, Hennef, Hilden, Hochkirchen, Hiirt- 
gen, Kaik, Kerpen (Bez. Coln), Langerwehe, Lechenich, 
Leichlingen, Lindlar, Malmedy, Manderfeld, Meckenheim, 
Mehlem, Montjoie, Miilheim (Rhein), Miinstereifel, Nideg- 
gen, Ohligs, Okoven, Opladen, Overath, Rheinbach, Rom- 
merskirchen Rétgen, St. Vith, Schletaen (Eifel), Schonberg 
(Eifel). Siegburg, Solingen, Wermelskirchen, Wiesdort, 
Zons, Zulpich. 

American Zone.-—Coblentz, Adenau, Ahrweiler, Altenahr, 
Andernach, Arenberg, Berncastel-Cues, Bitburg, Bleialt, 
Cochem, Conz, Daun, Dierdorf, Ecbternacherbriick, Ehrang, 
Kiler, Gerolstein, Hermeskell, Hillesheim (Eifel), Jiinkerath, 
Kelberg, Kempenich, Kyliburg, Manderscheid, Maven, 
Montabaur, Morbach, Moselkern, Neuerburg, Neuwied. 
Niederbreisig, Polch, Priim, Remagen, Rheinbrohl, Rhens, 
‘aarburg (Bz. Trier), Schillingen, Siershahn,  Sinzig, 
Stadtkyll, Treis (Mosel), Treves (Trier), Ulmen, Waxweiler, 
Winningen (Mosel), Wittlich. 

French Zone.—(An addition to plaées in Alsace-Lorraine). 
—Alsheim, Alzey, Annweiler, Bacharach, Bad Ems, Bad 
Diirkheim, Bingen (Rhein), Birkenferd, Boppard, Bullay, 
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Castellaun, Caub, Cronberg, Darmstadt, Diez, Eltville, 
Mnkenbach, Flonheim, Frankenthal (Ptalz), Gemiinder 
(Hunsriick), Germersheim, Groszgerau, Hahn (Taunus), 
Heftrich, Hofheim (Taunus), Homburg (Pfalz), Kaisersliiu- 
tern, Kirchheimbolanden, Kreuznach, Landau (Pfalz), Land- 
stuhl, Langenschwalbach, Lauterecken, Lebach, Mainz, Mer- 
zig, Nastitten, Neunkirchen, Neustadt (Haardt), Nieder- 
lahnstein, Nieder Saulheim, Nierstein, Osthoten (Rhein- 
hessen), Otterberg, Pirmasens, Riidesheim (Rhein), Saar- 
briicken, Saarlouis, St. Goar, St. Wendel, Simmern, Sobern- 
heim, Speyer, Stromberg (Hunsriick), Tiirkismuhle, Wald- 
lischbach, Wiesbaden, Winnweiler, Worms, Zell, Zwei- 
briicken. 

Belgian Zone.—Atix-la-Chapelle (Aachen), Aldekerk, Alden. 
hoven, Bochum, Cleve, Cornelimiinster, Crefeld, Dahlem, 
Diilken, Erkelenz, Eschweiler, Eupen, Carzweiler, Geilen- 
kirchen Hiinshoven, Geldern, Goch, Gretrath (b. Crefeld), 
Grevenbroich, Heinsberg (Rheinland), Hiilchrath, Jiilich 
ialdenkirchen, Kempen (Rhein), Linn, Mérs, Miinchen- 
Gladbach, Neuss, Odenkirchen, Randerath, Rheydt, Stein- 
strass, Stolberg (Rheinland), Viersen, Wevelinghoven, 
Xanten. 

Ill. Consideration will be given to applications in respect 
of the following goods on List ** D,’’ it there is clear evidence 
that the shipments are destined for commercial purposes : — 

Barbed wire and implements for fixing and cutting same. 

Camp equipment, articles ot and their component parts. 

Clothing and equipment of a= distinctly military 
character. 

Electrical appliances, adapted for use in war, and their 
component parts. 

Military waggons of all descripttons. 

Harness or horse equipment of a military character. 





EXPORTS TO POLAND AND FINLAND. 


The Board of Trade (Export Licence Department) announce 
that since the date of the foregoing notice they have issued 
Open General Licences, by virtue of which goods named on 
List *‘C”’ of prohibited exports may be exported to Poland, 
Finland, Esthonia, Lettland, or Lithuania without licence. 

Exporters will, however, still be required to obtain a licence 
from the Export Licence Department, 1, Queen Anne’s Gate 
Buildings, 8.W.1, before shipping goods on Lists *‘A’”’ or 
‘*B” to the countries in question. 





RELAXATION OF EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 





The Board of Trade announce that the following relaxation 
of the existing prohibitions of export will be brought into 
force as from to-day. 

Further relaxations will be announced in subsequent issues 
of the ‘** Journal.”’ 

The following is a list of the articles aifected and of the 
changes made in the nature of the prohibition applicable to 
each. In explanation of the changes it should be noted that 
goods on List A are prohibited to all destinations, goods on 
List B to all destinations outside the British Empire, while, 
as the result of the General Licences which have been issued, 
goods on List C are in practice prohibited only to those 
enemy countries in respect of which no licence under the 
trading with the enemy legislation has been issued. 

| NoTE.—Attention is called to the fact that in view of the 
Proclamation of the Ist October, 1918, ail] goods, whether 
mentioned by name or not (except printed matter, accom- 
panied personal effects and the goods on the Export Free 
list published in the ‘‘Journal’’ of the 20th March) are 
deemed to be included in List C.} 


HEADING TRANSFERRED FROM ONE LIST TO 


ANOTHER. 
Heading. From. To. 
IEE a diisaninedshecnindsasniadadddenennn A C 
HEADING ALTERED. 
Delete. Substitute. 


(A) Meat of all kinds (except 
tinned, potted and turtle 
meat). 


(A) Meat of all kinds, except 
turtle meat and except 
potted or tinned meat 

- other than tinned bacon 
and tinned ham. 





IMPORT OF CHEMICALS. 

With reference to the notice on page 807 of the ‘‘ Board of 
Trade Journal ”’ of the 26th June, relating to the restrictions 
on the import of chemicals the Department of Import Re- 
strictions has issued the following general licences : — 
Acetate of iron. Aluminium acetate. 

Acetate of lime. Aluminium sulphate. 


Acetone. Ammonia (hydrate). 
Adalin. Ammonia carbonate, 
Alum. Ammonia chloride (muriate). 
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Lead acetate (sugar of). 
Lead nitrate. 

Lithia carbonate. 
Magnesia. 

Magnesium chloride. 
Magnesium sulphate. 
Manganese dioxide. 
Menthol crystals. 
Mercurial salts. 

Methy! ethyl Ketone. 


Ammonia chlorate. 
Ammonia nitrate. 
Ammonia phosphate. 
Ammonia sulphate. 
Baryta. 

Bleaching powder. 
Boracite. 

Borate ot lime. 
Borate of manganese. 


Borax. Leth 
Boric acid. Nitric acid. 
Brimstone. Oxalic acid. 


Phosphoric acid. 
Picric acid. 
Quinidine salts. 


Calcium carbide. 
Carbon bisulphide. 
Carbonic acid. 


Chloroform. Quinine salts, other than 
Chromic acid. sulphate. 
Cinchonic salts. Quinoidine. 
Cinchonidine salts. Sal acetos. 
Citrate of lime. Soda ash. 
Citric acid. Soda, aluminate. 
Copper sulphate. ,, bicarbonate. 
Cream of tartar. ,5 caustic, 
Epsom salts (Kieserit). chloride. 
Ether. crystals. 
Ferrous sulphate (sulphate nitrate. 

of iron). ., nitrite. 
Formaldehvde. ., silicate. 
Fusel oil. ,, sulphate. 
Gelatine photographic. sulphide. 


Stovaine. 
Sulphuric acid. 
Tartar emetic. 
Tartaric acid. 


Glycerine. 
Hydrochloric acid. 
Hydrofluoric acid. 
Iodine. 

Lactic acid. 


TRADING WITH GERMANY. 
GENERAL LICENCE. 

The following General Licence has been issued under date 
July 12th :— 

The Board of Trade, on behalf of His Majesty, and in 
pursuance of the powers reserved in the Trading with the 
Enemy Proclamations and all other powers thereunto them 
enabling. do hereby give and grant licence to all persons 
and bodies of persons resident, carrying on business, or being 
in the United Kingdom, to trade and have commercia! and 
financial transactions with persons or bodies of persons 
resident or carrying on busisness in Germany. 

Provided always that any licence which may be necessary 
in respect of any transaction under any prohibition of export 
or prohibition of import for the time being in force in the 
United Kiagdom or in respect of any remittance of money 
out of the United Kingdom covered by Regulation 41D of 
the Defence of the Realm Regulations is first obtained : 

Provided also that this licence shall not permit any person 
or body of persons to pay to or for the benefit of any person 
or body of persons resident or carrying on business in 
Germany any sum of money which by the terms of the Trad- 
ing with the Enemy Amendment Acts, 1914 and 1915, or 
either of them, is required to be paid to the Custodian 
appointed under the Trading with the Enemy Amendment 
Act, 1914, but such sums of money must be paid to the said 
Custodian. 

Provided further that this licence shall not permit any 
person or body of persons to pay or deliver any sum of money 
or property which is, or but for the war, would have been 
due or deliverable to any person or body of persons resident 
er carrying on business in Germany in respect of a transac- 
tion entered into before the outbreak of war. 





TRADING WITH GERMAN-AUSTRIA. 
GENERAL LICENCE. 

The following General Licence has been issued under date 
July 12th :— 

The Board of Trade, on behalf of His Majesty, and in 
pursuance of the powers reserved in the Trading with the 
Enemy Proclamations and all other powers thereunto them 
enabling, do hereby give and grant licence to ail persons 
and bodies of persons resident, carrying on business, or 
being in the United Kingdom, to trade and have commercial 
and financial transactions with persons or bodies of persons 
resident or carrying on business in German-Austria. 

Provided always that any licence which may be necessarv 
in respect of any transaction under any prohibition of 


a 
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export or prohibition of import for the time being 1n force 
in the United Kingdom, or in respect of any remittance of 
money out of the United Kingdom. covered by Regulation 
11D of the Defence of the Realin Regulations 1s first 
obtained. 

Provided also that this licence shal! not permit any person 
or body of persons t>) pay to or for the benefit of any person 
or body of persons resident, or carrying on business in 
German-Austria, any sum of money which by the terms of 
the Trading with the Enemy Amendment Acts, 1914 and 
1915, or either of them, is required to be paid to the Custe- 
dian appointed under the Trading with the Enemy Amend- 
ment Act, 1914, but such sums of money must be paid te the 
said Custodian. 

Provided further that this licence shall not permit any 
person or body of persons to pay or deliver any sum of 
money or property which is, or. but for the war, would have 
been due or deliverable to any person or body of persons 
resident or carrying on business in German-Austria im 
respect of a transaction entered into before the outbreak of 
war. 





TRANSHIPMENT IN THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The Board of Trade (Export Licence Department} an- 
nounce with reference to the notice which appeared in the 
‘Board of Trade Journal’ of the 12th wltimo (page 758), 
that it has been found necessary to add ‘‘Seeds, Qils and 
Fats on Section A. of the list of prohibited exports’’ te the 
list of commodities for which the provisional approval of 
that Department should be obtained before such goods are 
brought to this country for transhipment. 

The complete list of goods for which provisional approval 
should be obtained is, therefore, now as follows :— 

Bacon, ham and lard of all kinds. 

Butter and cheese. 

Cereals on Section ‘‘A’’ of the list of prohibited exporte. 

Animal feeding stuffs on Section ‘‘A’’ of the list of pro- 
hibited exports. 

Seeds, Oils and Fats on Section 
prohibited exports. 

[t is Not now necessary to make application to the Col 
lector of Customs at the transhipment ports on Form 8.99 
for the transhipment of any goods except those specified 
in the following list :— 

Foodstuffs for animal or human consumption which are 
on Sections ‘‘A’’ or “‘B” of the list of prohibited 
exports (including tea, coffee and cocoa). 

Seeds, Oils and Fats on Section -*A”’ of the list of pre- 
hibited exports. 

Synthetic dvestuffs. 

irgot. 

Quinine Sulphate. 

Caustic Potash. 

Potassium Carbonate. 

Wool, raw, and mixtures thereof. 

Wool tops and mixtures thereof. 

Woollen and worsted varn and mixtures thereof. 


“A’’ of the list of 





CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN AND INTEREST 
ABOLISHED. 
The Board of Trade announce that Consular certificates 
ot origin and interest will no longer be required to be pro- 
duced in respect of goods imported into the United Kingdom. 





FOOD SECTION. 





BRITISH CHEESE PRICES. 

The Food Controller has issued a notice under the British 
Cheese Order, fixing a schedule of maximum first-hand prices 
for the various types of British and Irish Hard Cheese, in- 
cluding such cheese manufactured from the Ist May to the 
30th September, and delivered by makers on or before the 
31st October, 191). The maximum first-hand prices for whole 
milk hard cheese manufactured in Ireland for the month of 
July, and manufactured in England, Wales, Scotland and 
[reland during the remainder of the season are as follows:— 


Manufactured in Ireland between Ist July and 3lst 
July (inclusive), ls. 8d. per Ib. : 

Manufactured between Ist August and 31st August 
(inclusive) in England, Wales, and Ireland, 1s. 10d. per 
Ib. ; in Scotland 1s. 9d. per Jb. 

Manufactured in Great Britain and Ireland between 
the Ist September and 30th September (inclusive), 2s. 
per lh. 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE —continued. 





These prices only apply to cheese delivered by makers on 
or before the 3lst October, 1919. The maximum first-hand 
prices for whole milk hard cheese manufactured in England, 
Wales and Scotland during May, Sune and July, and in 
Ireland during May and June, have already been announced. 
The maximum first-hand price for whole milk cheese manu- 
factured in England and Wales during July, of 2s. per Ib., 
as already announced, includes a special drought allowance 
of 4d. per Ib. 

The complete schedule includes the prices for whole milk 
hard cheese, as well as for other varieties, and is as follows : — 


THE SCHEDULE. 
Maximum Frrst-Hanp Prices 
For delivery on or before 3lst October, 1919. 








Manu- 
factnred 
Manu- between Ist 
factured & 3lst May 
before Ist 1919 
May, 1919. inclusive). 


Manufactured between 
Ist June & 30th 
June, 1919 (inclusive). 


Va riety 
of Cheeses. 





Manufac- Manufac- Manufac- Manufac- Manufac- 
turedin turedin turedin turedin tured in 
Gt. Britain England Scotland England Scotland. 
and and Wales and Wales 
Ireland. and and 
[reland [reland, 
per lb. per lb er lb. er lb. r lb. 
Ripened Stilton and , ' ” 
Wensleydale blue 1/10 1/8 _ l /7 nies 
Dorset hand-skim- 
med (blue) -. 1/43 1/24 -_ 1/1 ie 
Dorset separated 
(blue) .. .. 1/03 103d. fad 94d. a 
Dorset Separated 
(white) . id od - ad. an 
All other whole- ) 
milk cheese (ex- - 
cept Caerphilly - “ 
Cheese, and any - 
; whole-milkcheese 
not exceeding 
2 lb. weight un- 
cut ny ~~. be 1/6 1/8 1/5 1/6 
All other partially 
skimmed cheese 
(i.e., cheese con- 
taining at least 
25% of fat in the : 
dry matter) .. 1/23 1/04 1/24 114d, 1/04 
All other wholly 
skimmed cheese 
(i.e., cheese con- 
taining less than 
25% of fat in 
the dry matter) 11d. ad. Id. Sd. 9d. 
For delivery on or before 3lst October, 1919. 
Manuface 
tured be- 


Manufactured tween Ist 
Manufactured between between Ist Aug. Sept. andg 








Variety Ist July and $Sist and 3lst Aug. 30th Sept. 
of Cheeses. July, 1919 (inclusive). (inclusive). (inclusive). 
Manu- Manu- Manu- Manu- Manu- Manzu- 


factured factured factured factured factured factured 
-in Eng- in Ire- in Scot- in Eng- in Scot- in Great 


landand = iand land. landand land. Britain 
Wales. Wales. and &j 
and lreland. 
[reland. 
yer tb. per lb. per tb. per lb. per lb. perzlb. 
Ripened Stilton and 7 
Wensleydale blue 2 /2 — -- 2/- — 2/2 
Dorset hand-skimmed 
(blue) isa . 2 - ~— 1/64 -_ 1/84 
Dorset separated 
(blue) - .. 1/4 _ ~ 1/23 _ 1/44 
Dorset separated 
(White) .. ie Se - - L/i — 1/3 
All other whole-milk 
cheese (except Caer- 
philly Cheese and 
any whole - milk 
Cheese not excced- 
ing 2 lb. weight un- <j 
cut) Y v« Sf- 1/8 1/6 1/10 1/9 af- 
All other partially 
skimmed cheese 


(i.e., cheese contain- 

ing at least 25° 

of fat in the dry 

matter) .. .. 1/6} 1 /24 1/0! 1/44 1/3} 1/6 
All other wholly skim- . - as 
med cheese (i.e., 

cheese containing 

less than 25% of 

fat in the drv mai- 

ter) e .. 1/3 lid, Oa, 1/1 1/- 1/3 








GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE —cont:nued. 








Delivered between 9th July, 1919, and Sth August, 1919 
(inclusive). 
Variety Manufactured in Manufactured in Manufactured in 
of Cheeses. England & Wales. ireland Scotland, 
per lb. per Lb per Ih. 
Any whole milk 
cheese not exceed- 
ing 2 lb. weight (un- 
cut), other thar 
Caerphilly , ; 2/2! 1/10 1/8 
DELIVERED BE- 
TWEEN 3TH SEPT., 
DELIVERED BETWEEN 9TH Ava., 1919 anp 8TH Oct- 
1919, anD STH SEpT., 1919 ¢IycLr- 1919 
SIVE}. (INCLUSIVE). 
Manufactured in Manufactured in 
Variety of England and Great Britain 
Cheeses. Wales and Manufactured in and 
Ireland. Scotland. Ireland, 
per lb. per Lb. per !b. 
Any whole Milk 
Cheese not exceed- 
ing 2 lb. weight (un- 
cut} other than 
Caerphilly as 2 /- 1/11 2/2 





eee ee ee 


All these 





In all cases prices are ex-factory or ex-Farm. 
prices are subject to the following terms :— 
. ? ° . - é . ry ° ; 
For cash within 7 days, 2d. in the £ discount. 
For cash within one month, ld. in the £ discount. 





POSTAL SECTION. 
PARCEL POST TO CZECHO-SLOVAKIA. 


Parcels can now be accepted for transmission by post to 





Czecho-Slovakia (Bohemia, Moravia, etec.). The rates of 
postage are : — 
s. d. 
For a parcel not exceeding 3 |b. ............ 2 2 
Over 3 lb. but not over 7 Ib. ............... 2 6 
Over 7 lb. but not over 11 lb. ............... 2 10 


Two non-adhesive Customs declaration forms are required 
for each parcel; and parcels may be insured up to a maxi- 
mum of £400 per parcel. 

Persons wishing to send parcels to Czecho-Siovakia should 
make enquiry of the Export Licence Department, Board of 
Trade, as to export restrictions. 





GENERAL SECTION. 
EXCURSION FARES FOR CHILDREN. 


The Board of Trade announce that the Railway Executive 
Committee have arranged that parties of boys and girls 
travelling to and from camps under the auspices of the 
Home Office Juvenile Organisations Lommittee, may travel 
at the reduced rates recently conceded to recognised school 
excursions, that is to say, present-day single fare for the 
double journey for boys and girls over 14 years of age, and 
half such fares for children up to 14. This concession will 
apply to Boy Scouts’ Associations, the Girl Guides, and 
similar bodies recognised by the Home Office Committee, 
and is granted on the understanding that parties will travel 
by such trains and on such days as the Railway Companies 
decide, and that journeys in both directions will take place 
as far as possible in the middle of the week. The concession 
will not be operative during the week preceding and follow- 
ing August Bank Holiday. 








THE COAL (PIT’S MOUTH) PRICES ORDER, 1919. 

This Order, dated 11th July, 1919, has been made by the 
Board of Trade under the Price of Coal (Limitation) Act, 
1915, and under Regulations 2F, 23 and 233 of the Defence 
of the Realm Regulations. 

Whereas the Board of Trade.are satisfied that special 
circumstances affect all the coal mines in the United King- 
dom. 

And whereas the Board of Trade deem it expedient to make 
further exercise of the powers conferred upon them by the 
Defence of the Realm Regulations for the purpose of main- 
taining and regulating the supply of coal. 

Now therefore in exercise of the powers conferred upon 
them by Section 1, Sub-section 2, of the Price of Coal (Limi- 
tation) Act, 1915, and by Regulations 2r, 23, and 233 of the 
Defence of the Realm Regulations, the Board of Trade here- 
by order as follows :— 

1. For the standard amount of four shillings fixed by 
Section 1, Sub-section 2, of the Price of Coal (Limitation) 
Act, 1915, there shall be substituted in the case of mines 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—con? nuwed. 





in the South Wales, Monmouthshire and the Forest of Dean 
districts, and in South Staffordshire and East Worcester- 
shire south of a line drawn from Bushbury Station on the 
London and North Western Railway to Streetly Station on 
the Midland Railway and in so much of the area in South 
Staffordshire and East Worcestershire north of this line as 
is comprised in the Wolverhampton Unien for poor-law pur- 
poses or the east division of Wolverhampton for Parlia- 
mentary purposes, a standard amount oi nineteen shillings, 
and in the case of mines situated elsewhere a standard 
amount of sixteen shillings and sixpence. 

The price at which coal may be sold or offered for sale 
at the pit’s mouth for use in the United Kingdom shall be 
the price at which coal of the same description was sold in 
similar quantities and under similar conditions affecting the 
sale at the pit’s mouth at the same coal mine on the corre- 
sponding date (or as near thereto as having regard to the 
course of business may be practicable) in the twelve months 
ended the thirtieth day of June, nineteen hundred and four- 
teen, increased by the amounts mentioned in paragraph 1, 
and such price shall be both the maximum and, unless the 
Controller of Coal Mines in any particular case otherwise 
orders, the minimum price. The price of all such coal dis- 
patched from the colliery on or after the 16th July under 
any existing contract shall be increased accordingly. 

3. Where in consequence of this Order, the price paid, 
or to be paid, by any person to whom coal is or has been 
sold is increased the price paid, or to be paid, by eny person 
to whom the coal is or has been sold in pursuance of any 
subsidiary contract shal] be increased by the same amount, 
and all contracts for the purchase and sale of coal shall re- 
main in force subject to such modification as aforesaid. 

4. This Order shal] come into force on the 16th day of 
July, 1919, and may be cited as the Coal (Pit’s Mouth) Prices 
Order, 1919. A.'C, GEDDEsS. 

President of the Board of Trade. 
POSTPONEMENT OF ABOVE ORDER. 

A second Order has been issued, dated 15th July, post- 
poning the date at which the above Order shall take effect : — 

Whereas the Board of Trade deem it expedient that the 
date on which the Coal (Pit’s Mouth) Prices Order, 1919, will 
come into force shall be postponed as hereinafter provided, 
and that the said Order shall be varied accordingly. 

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred upon 
them by Section 1, Sub-section 2, of the Price of Coal 
(Limitation) Act, 1915, and by Regulations 2F, 23, and 233 
of the Defence of the Realm Regulations and of all other 
powers hereunto enabling, the Board of Trade hereby order 
as follows : — 

Notwithstanding the provisions of Article 4 of the Coal 
(Pit’s Mouth) Prices Order, 1919, the said Order shall not 
come into force until a date to be determined hereafter and 
to be specified in a subsequent Order. 


Ow 


Commercial Returns. 


CORN PRICES. 


Statement showing the average price of British Corn, per 
quarter of 8 bushel Imperial Measure,* as received from 
the Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 12th 
July, 1919, and corresponding weeks of the seven previous 
years, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 








Average Price. 





| Wheat. 





Barley. Oate 

a a" e. d. 8. d. 

Week ended 12th July, 1919! ..) 73 3 63 1 49 1] 
Corresponding week in— 

1912... ow - --| 38 10 30 9 24 8 

1913... ~ - .-| 33 6 24 9 20 5 

1914 .. = aoe sal “ee 8 24 2 19 10 

1915 .. - -_ f° ae 7 35 8 31 6 

1916... om - --| 48 11 47 6 31 6 

1917... a ~- --| 783 2 70 10 55 1 

ove 4 97 5 7 0 


1918 .. ~ | 74 57 47 








*Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that 
where returns of purchases of British Corn are made to the 
local Inspector of Corn Returns in any other measure than 
the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure, 
that officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial 
bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the 
conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial pounds 
for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every 
bushel of barley, and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every 
bushel of oate. 











COMMERCIAL RETURNS —continued. 





COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and 
Exported at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom 
during the week and 28 weeks ended 10th July, 1919:~ 


— Ts 


KL rT 














| Week 28 Weeks Week § 28 Week 
| ended ended | ended ended 
coos 10th July, 10th July, 10th July, 10th July, 
| 1919. 1919. 1919. 1919. 
| 
IMPORTS. ExPosrs. 

; | Bales. | Bales. — Bales. Bales. 
American - «| 140,542 1,404,054 | 2,140 10,434 
Brasilian — -| — £11,506) — — 
East Indian ~ «| 1,006) 63,063 1,264| 16,049 

tian) ow 4. 12,828! 249,543 | 297 30,022 
Miscellaneous... “| 6,846* 123,937 234 1,298 

Total =. 181,522 1,852,103 | 3,865 57,0% 








*Including 104 bales British West Indian, 674 bales British 
West African, and 483 bales Foreign East African. 

fIncluding 3.816 bales British West Indian, 5,992 bales 
British West African, 10,571 bales British East African, 
and 4,863 bales Foreign East African. 


COTTON IMPORTS: AND EXPORTS. 


June, and January to June. 

Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and 
Exported, Forwarded from Ports to Inland Towns, 
and Returned to Ports, during the month and six 
months ended June, 1919, compared with the corresponding 
periods of 1918. 








— 





Month of June. | 









































Six months 
— aera re ee wil ended June. 
1918. 1919. | ‘1918. 1919. 
IMPORTS. 
American 91,594 | 184,926 | 963,311 | 1,143,986 
Brazilian i — | 2,601 | 6,704 11,506 
East Indian | 3,194 | 7,627 | 48,054 61,406 
Egyptian ..| 465,808 | 24,705 || 333,916 214,560 
Miscellaneous =... 5,771 | -28,321*) 57,918 | 101,842f 
j 
Total 146,367 | 248,180 1,459,903 | 1,533,300 
EXPpoRTs. 
American -_ 1,572 || 175 7.730 
Brazilian .. — — | — — 
East Indian — 2,289 | — 13,974 
Egyptian ..| 150 3,468 || 150 27,856 
Miscellaneous . 307 | -- 870 
anuecal 
Total | 150 7,636 || ° 325 50,430 








| FORWARDED from Ports to INLAND TowNs. 
$ 








] | 




















| | 
American ..  —..|._:120,432 | 171,662 | 995,776 | 978,53 
Brazilian ..| 8,776 | 9,187 || 21,929 30,532 
East Indian wal 5,497 3,276 | 36,671 18,994, 
Egyptian ..| 26,595 | 20,820 | 218,878 16}, 121 
Miscellaneous ... 7,108 | il.171 || 54,379 | 40,036 
| | a 
Total 163,408 216,316 (1,327,633 1,299,211 
FoRWARDED from INLAND Towns to Ports. 
American .. ia 69 || Sol 9,661 628 
Brazilian .. -_ — | — — ae 
East Indian | | — | — oui 
Egyptian .. +o! 42 — 44 ~ 
Misceslaneous 97 100 6,574 131 
Total ../ Igg | il 17,675 759 
3 bales 


*Including 139 bales British West Indian and 1,15 
British West African. | 

+Including 3.712 bales British West Indian, 5,318 bales 
British West African. 5.269 bales British East African, #20 
4,380 bales Foreign East African 
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